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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


This book has been long in the making. Although the main part was 
done several years ago, and friends were pressing for its publication, 
the expansion of the work for the addition of a few more ahadith saw a 
couple of years to slip by. 


Another hurdle was the Arabic text. I decided to include them 
because although increasingly Arabs are now reading books in English, 
but when it comes to the Qur’an and Hadith, they would like to see 
the original text. I couldn’t find time to type the text myself and my 
children were engaged in typing for my other works. Finally, the gap 
in time and schedules arrived and the Arabic part began to see progress 
at a good pace. My second son 'Adnan, although still in his middle 
school, once again proved his mettle. He kept working on and off, 
until finally he was through. My second daughter did the proof 
reading. But progress was again interrupted. I could not find time for 
its page-setting. That problem was solved by brother Fayyaz Sheikh, 
who, despite his busy work-schedule as a pharmacist, volunteered his 
services. Unfortunately however, I could not make use of the work he 
did. In any case, as the book goes to the press, I feel enormous 
gratitude for all those who put in their efforts. The most I can do is to 
say, may Allah accept them for His services. 


The numbering system is as follows. The first number (before the 
slash [/]) is the serial number of the hadith in this collection: 1 - 250 . 
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The second number (after the slash) is the entry number as given in the 
source book: Ibn Jawzi, Saghani, or others. For example, in 25/2 1 , 25 
is the serial number of the hadith as in this book, while 2 1 is the serial 
number in Saghani 'sAl-Mawdu'at. This should help someone trying to 
trace the hadith in the original works. Muhammad Tahir Patani’s 
ahadith are an exception. His collection in Arabic was not numbered. 


This second edition allowed the author to revise and improve the 
work. A few textual errors that had remained have also been removed. 


Praise to Allah for having made possible the appearance of this 
work. It is hoped that larger works on this important subject will 
follow. Allah has power over everything. 


Syed Iqbal Zaheer 
January 22, 2002 
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Introduction 


INTRODUCTION 


Hadith Definition 

The Qur’an and Sunnah are two primary sources of the 
religion of Islam. Sunnah narrations are known as Hadith. Hadith 
stands for what is transmitted by a chain of narrators as the 
Prophet’s words, deeds, what bore his tacit approval, or the 
description of his person. In other words, Hadith consists of two 
elements: The chain of transmission ( Isnad ), and the text 
( Matan ). Non-experts have only one element in mind, the text, 
but the experts have two: the chain of transmitters plus the text. 

In any case, if authentic, Hadith has a legal and moral 
value. It greatly helps understand the Qur’an. In fact many 
Qur’anic verses cannot be fully comprehended without the 
Hadith. From the earliest times therefore, Muslim scholars have 
paid extra-ordinary attention to the collection and preservation 
of Hadith. Many of them devoted their lives to its study, 
authentification, classification, explanation, and popularization. 
Such of them came to be known as muhaddithun (sing., 
muhaddith ), or Doctors of Hadith. Their number - if we count 
only the experts - runs into thousands. 


The Developmental Process 

Although many of the first generation Muslims had 
compiled Hadith for their personal use (after the Prophet 
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removed the ban he had initially placed on its writing), this 
discipline took its own time to catch on as a special subject oi 
study. In the earlier days of Islam, life was simple, and societal 
interactions limited. But, with the expansion of Islam, and entry 
of hundreds of thousands of men and women of different 
geopgraphical regions into its fold, complications grew and the 
need to turn to the Hadith for guidance also grew 
phenomenally. The result was that by the end of the first Islamic 
century Hadith had become a vast discipline to which thousands 
of people devoted their energies, time and resources. Also, in 
the early Islamic phase, all that the new comers needed was 
some confidence about how they understood the Qur'an. Once 
they had achieved that confidence, they turned to Hadith in 
great zeal. 

Originally, transmission of the Prophetic words was 
verbal. It was only preservation that was in written form. That 
is, although many of the first generation Muslims had preserved 
in writing what each of them had heard from the Prophet, the 
transmission to the next generation, or to each others remained 
verbal. There was no special reason for a teacher or transmitter 
to offer the students or others copies of what he had preserved. 
Firstly, writing material was scarce, secondly, the earliest 
Muslims were men of honesty and integrity. They were very 
scrupulous about what they had heard from the Prophet and 
what they narrated on his behalf. They had paid a heavy price for 
faith, having fought under his banner, received injuries, lost 
dear ones and suffered great material losses. They could not be 
the ones, therefore, to treat the Prophet’s words cursorily, or 
pass them on unscrupulously. To them religion, as embodied in 
the Qur’an and Hadith, was just about everything that mattered 
m their lives. All else was secondary. 


ii 
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But, of those that followed, not everyone was as careful, 
as devoted, or as pious. Although many treated the study of 
Hadith as seriously as men and women of the first generation, 
for some its hearing and reporting was of a casual nature. The 
most that they wanted from the Hadith was to get a rough idea 
concerning the kind of behavior that was required of them in 
everyday life. Details of the narration, or narrators, did not 
interest them. Nor accuracy was of prime importance to them. 
Much they could learn from the living pattern of those that had 
seen the Prophet, or had witnessed the life of his Companions. 
Ahadith merely filled a gap here and there. So, to them, finer 
details were of no importance. It was this class of people that 
committed errors: not only in what they heard, but also in 
passing on to others what they had heard. Further, not 
everybody specialized in Hadith to care about the narrators 
above them. They cheerfully quoted a narrator without having 
personally heard from him. Some were too confident of their 
own standing and quoted ahadith on their personal strength 
directly from the Prophet without naming the previous 
narrator: e.g., the renowned Hasan al-Busri. He narrated 
directly from the Prophet and his position was so eminent that 
no one ever questioned him about who the intermediary 
narrator was. 

In any case, it is because of this class of people that the first 
elements of inaccuracy started to creep in - both in the text as 
well as in the chain of narration. Although well meaning, this is 
the class which contributed to the rise of weak reports: quoting 
inaccurately, incompletely, or narrators they had not personally 
heard from. In complete contrast to them, there were some 
among the Muslims, right from the Prophet’s time, who were 
very scrupulous about what they heard from the people quoting 
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as hadith. Some even double-checked with the Prophet himself 
as long as he was alive. 

Yet others questioned the narrators and expressed their 
own disagreement because they had heard to the contrary or had 
details that the narrator was either omitting or was unaware of. 
‘A’isha, ‘Umar, ‘Ali, and several others of the Companions 
exercised extreme caution, crossed checked the narrators and 
pointed out any error they discovered. Down the line, with 
political differences, asceticism, prejudice and religious zeal, a 
new kind of Hadith arose: attribution to the Prophet of words he 
hadn’t said. It was natural, therefore, that the errors concerning 
the identity of narrators, accuracy of narration, or 
untrustworthiness of the narrator came to the notice of the 
specialists. And, although Hadith criticism had taken birth 
during the time of the Companions themselves, a proper science 
developed only later. It were the latter day scholars who took 
several practical measures to either kill untrustworthy reports, 
or, if in circulation, sift and classify - from the point of view of 
trustworthiness or untrustworthiness - and assign the kadith 
grades, in accordance with the nature of errors they bore. 


Kinds of Hadith 

In consequence, three primary types of Hadith emerged: 
the Sahih (sound, or trustworthy), Da if (unsound) and Mawdu 
(fabricated). 


Sahih 

A Sahih (sound) Hadith is one that is reported by 
trustworthy narrators ( thiqah ), men of integrity ('adl) y the chain 


iv 
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of narrators ending right with the Prophet (suits), without a 
break ( muttasil ), the report being not an isolated one ( stiadh ), 
and not carrying a hidden defect ( 'illah ). The definition sounds 
simple. But, each of these conditions is explained in such detail 
by the Hadith doctors that it becomes difficult even for a 
trustworthy hadith to get through. For example, a trustworthy 
(thiqah) narrator is qualified as one whose name, nickname, 
title, parentage, occupation, dates of birth and death, places 
where he lived, his teachers, students, details about journeys 
undertaken, and many other information should be available 
without any connradiction surrounding them. If they are not 
available the narrator has the risk of being branded “Maj-hul” 
meaning unknown and his narratives rejected. 

Obviously, for a brief introductory note of this sort, 
details concerning these several qualifications cannot be of great 
concern. Suffice us to be familiar with the basic principles and 
definitions. Anyone interested in details might have to look into 
larger works. 

Da' if 

In contrast, a Da' if (unsound, weak) hadith is one that falls 
short of any one of the criteria assigned to a Sahih hadith. In 
simpler words, failing any qualification test that is applied to a 
Sahih report, it is termed as Da" if. The principle of falsification 
test now widely used in science has its precedence in the study of 
Hadith. 

However, in practice, there can be a few other reasons for 
a hadith to be declared Da' if. For example, it might have 
someone in its chain of narration who was; 


v 


jjy j) CjJLO JwQJLLo jJ 01^3-05^ i JL03 ^5^10 < cr M j-o) JJ5 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Introduction 


accused of irreligiousness, 
committed mistakes in transmission, 
was a careless slipshod person, 
indecisive, 

contradicted (the better -judged narrators), 

a shoddy character, 

ignorant, 

practitioner of an innovation, 
of questionable opinions, or 
poor of memory. 


Any hadith with a single narrator in the entire chain of 
narrators, alleged to possess any one of the above disqualifying 
characteristics, is termed Da' if. To explain, let us assume there 
is a hadith with a chain of transmission that consists of five 
persons, then, any single of these five, if alleged to possess a 
single disqualifying characteristic would render the hadith weak. 
But of course, the matter is not as simple as that. There can be a 
few other reasons, too technical to discuss, that render a hadith 
Da' if. 

This schematic description should, we believe suffice ior a 
simple work of this nature. A few examples can be noted in this 
work during the course of discussions that follow in explanation 
of why a particular report was declared untrustworthy. 


vi 


jjV j I CjJlo JaXmjo jj 01^3-03-0 i JL03 ^3^10 cr^ 6^ M 3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Introduction 


Mawdu 

These are forged traditions. Of these there are two kinds. 
First, those that were intentionally forged and attributed to the 
Prophet. They are known as Mawdu' ahadith. Except for a stray 
case, when someone tried to get married to a woman by bluffing 
that he had the Prophet’s approval, fabrication of a hadith never 
happened during the Prophet’s life-time. It was roughly from 
the middle of the first century that fabricated traditions began to 
appear. Nevertheless, since' the scholars took immediate 
corrective steps, they phased out after enjoying a brief 
existence. The bulk of them disappeared from written Hadith 
works in about two hundred and fifty years. By that time 
trustworthy Hadith compilations had taken their good hold. 
Except for a stray one here or there, these intentionally forged 
reports cannot be found in any antequated collection. They 
must be looked for in specialized works that deal with forged or 
untrustworthy narratives, or in collections that have not been 
rated high by the experts. As regards those fabricated traditions 
that had remained in verbal circulation, the scholars turned their 
attention to them next (after they were through with the 
compilation of Sahih Ahadith). After thorough investigation and 
identification they took measures to purge them out too. 

A second kind of forged Hadith is one in which either a 
false attribution is made to the Prophet, but mistakenly and 
unintentionally, or^a wrong narrator’s name is quoted by error. 

It is termed as Batil (baseless). This kind of Hadith keeps 
cropping up, every now and then, down to this day - though of 
course not in Hadith collection of sorts. To be sure, if forgeries 
happen to be of the type that slip identification in the first 
instance, then, after a few years of verbal circulation, they begin 
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to enter into written works, sometimes even in those of 
scholarly nature. Hadith Doctors therefore, check into scholarly 
writings of their time, identify them, and send them out of 
circulation. The process goes on. 

At this point it might be kept in mind that a Mawdu hadith 
is not necessarily a fabricated one. If one of the narrators was 
accused of lying, in whatever affair (say in his dealings), his 
narration is declared Mawdu, although, his lying in a certain 
affair did not mean that he lied in religious affairs also, or, more 
seriously, was a forger of narrationives. The same applies to 
Da' if reports in a lesser sense. 

Understandably, and as pointed out above, the first efforts 
of the Hadith Doctors were aimed at collecting the Sahih 
traditions, rather than bother themselves about forged or 
questionable ones. Compilers such as Imam Malik, Imam 
Ahmed, Bukhari, and many others paid no attention to the weak 
or forged traditions. They knew that the substance of the forged 
traditions was so ostensibly lacking in depth that there was no 
reason to fear them. As time passed by, and knowledge spread, 
they would be dropped from circulation by common sense 
alone. They were not in written documents anyway, and being 
in verbal circulation could not be expected to enjoy a long life. It 
were Sahih ahadith that needed preservation, and hence ,the 
appearance of Sahih compilations. It was only when they found 
that the weak and fabricated hadith were finding their way into 
written materials, or, were being treated seriously by the 
masses that the scholars sprang to action. 
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Causes Behind Forgery 

Several causes have been attributed to the two kinds of 
forgeries, the intentional and the unintentional. In what follows 
we shall discuss the intentionally forged a hadith. 

The earliest intentional forgeries were of political nature 
arising out of political differences and struggle for power. 
Differences between the Abbasids and Umayyads that started 
with an accidental battle between Ali and Mu awiyyah during 
the middle of the first Islamic century, led some of their 
ignorant supporters to inventing ahadith for and against each 
other. 


The Shi'ah 

The Shi'ah (originally, those from among the political 
supporters of ' Ali who were a little more zealous about ' Ali than 
'Ali himself) were the first to invent ahadith in favor of 'Ali and 
his family. Shurayk b. 'Abdullah the chief judge - himself a Shi'i, 
but a moderate one - said, “I pass on everyone’s report except 
those of the Shi'ah. They fabricate ahadith and then treat them as 
religious injunctions.” Imam Shafe'i said, “I have not found 
among those who succumbed to base desires, anyone worse 
than the Shi'ah in deceit.” One such forgery runs like this, “The 
Prophet said, 'Whoever wished to look at Adam’s knowledge, 
Nuh s piety, Ibrahim’s patience, Musa’s God-consciousness, 
and 'Isa’s devotion combined in a single individual, may look at 
'Ali.” 


Another Shi'i report says that 'Umar once whipped 
Fatimah so hard that the strikes left marks on her body. Then he 
tried to crush her between the door and the wall. Fatimah cried 
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out, O my father.” Umar then threw a rope around ' Ali’s neck 
and dragged him around with Fatimah shrieking behind him and 
Hasan and Hussain weeping. Obviously, nobody but hard-core 
fanatics ever lent credence to this kind of fib about a person as 
remarkably courageous as 'Ali. 

Some of the fanatical Ahl al-Sunnah (the great majority) 
were not to be left behind in reciprocation. They too invented 
ahadith in favor of those they supported. For instance, one 
forged narration says, “There isn’t a leaf in Paradise but the 
names of Abu Bakr, Umar and Tlthman are inscribed on it 
along with the testimony, 'There is no deity save Allah.’” This 
was in answer to the Shi ah who cursed the three. 

The Heretics 

The early heretics were individuals, rather than organized 
groups, known as Zanadiqah (sing. Zindiq : atheist, heretic) who 
could not fight Islam openly and so took shelter under the cloak 
of piety. They could not introduce anything into the Qur’an - 
literally a locked book - so they fabricated ahadith and spread 
them among the masses. The aim was to cast doubts and create 
divisions. A couple of the most mischievous ones were 
identified, tried in the courts, and executed, Muhammad b. 
Sa'id as-Shami for instance, who was finally executed, 
fabricated a hadith which reported the Prophet as having said, “I 
am the seal of the Prophets. There will be no prophet after me 
unless Allah wills otherwise.” The obvious aim for adding the 
last few words, to an otherwise authentic statement, was to 
open a door for future mischief. 


x 


jjV j I CjJlo JaXmjo jj 01^3-03-0 i JL03 ^3^10 MS 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Introduction 


Some others were heretics, plain and simple, with no 
special objectives. One of them invented a hadith , “Allah appears 
in the night of ' Arafah (during pilgrimage) on a verdant camel. 
He shakes hands with the mounted and embraces those on foot.” 
Oi , Allah created angels from the hair on his forearms and 
breasts.” Or, “I saw my Lord without a veil between me and 
Him . 1 saw every detail down to the crown that was stuffed with 
pearls. Some of the 'Abbasid caliphs pursued them and 
punished them. However, the pursuit was not vigorous and so 
they came alive every now and then. The Muslims have been, 
throughout their history, slow and half-hearted in the pursuit of 
religious heretics. The problem, therefore, persisted. 


Prejudicial 

Racial, national and tribal prejudices also gave birth to 
forgeries. Foi instance, non-Arabs forged the following hadith : 
“When Allah is angry, He reveals in Arabic and when he is 
pleased He reveals in Persian.” Profanity for profanity, they 
were answered by the Arabs with such forgeries as, “If the Arabs 
are disgraced, Islam will be disgraced.” A few ahadith were 
fabricated against blacks. One such said that the blacks were no 
good for anything except for their bellies and sex. Another 
fabrication said, The Azd (tribe) has come to you. They are the 
best looking people, the sweetest of word and the truest upon 
meeting (the enemy).” 

Story-tellers 

Of the many kinds, the story-tellers, professional 
speech-makers, halaqah conductors (circlists), and street 
preachers were the most prolific contributors. They were 
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known in the past times as “story-tellers” (Qussas). A weak 
minded people, they forged ahadith with good intentions. When 
one of them spoke of Paradise he would say on the authority of 
the Prophet that it had houries made of musk and saffron , kept in 
palaces made of white pearls of seventy thousand divisions, each 
division with seventy thousand domes, each dome with seventy 
thousand Obviously, not for long could they pass on such 
stuff as authentic reports. Repetition of the figure “seventy 
thousand” might have evoked the interest of the imbecile but 
attracted attention of the critics too. 

Latter-day juridical divisions also gave rise to a few 
forgeries executed by their ignorant followers. For instance, 
“Whoever did not raise his hands in the Prayers, ( rafu al-yadayn) 
did not Pray at all.” 

The Ascetics 

With the passage of time, the ascetics also joined in, and 
contributed a few of their own fabrications. Mostly, they 
fabricated ahadith concerning virtues of good deeds, especially 
those pertaining to rituals of worship. One of the best known 
was Ghulam Khalil. He was so revered for his ascetic ways that 
Baghdad market closed down in mourning the day he died. 
Nonetheless he was an unabashed forger. When asked where he 
got all those reports from, he replied, “I forged them to soften 
the hearts of the people.” 

When this class of people were reminded of the Prophet’s 
words, “Whoever forged a lie on me will have his resort in 
Hellfire,” they replied that they were not fabricating hadith 
against him, rather, in his favor. Some of them were quite 
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funny. When they saw that people were showing greater 
interest for Law ( fiqh ) than the Qur’an, they forged "ahadith 
speaking of the great virtues of the Qur’anic chapters. Yahya b. 
Sa id al-Qattan, a Hadith critic said, “I have not observed more 
falsehood in anyone than those who have a reputation for 
goodness.” This class of people in fact last to this day. They are 
stubborn carriers of forged and weak a hadith. 


Number of Forgeries 

Before we move on, an important point merits notice. 
There were some fabricators who claimed that they had 
fabricated “so many thousands” of ahadith. Some students of 
Islam take that literally and feel very concerned. What they 
overlook is that since most of those intentional forgers and 
fabricators were heretics, intending to destroy the Muslim’s 
faith in Islam, their statement to this effect was their parting 
shot. They wished to achieve through such statements what they 
failed to accomplish through their nefarious plot; plant doubts 
among the faithful. Their final statement was as trustworthy as 
the reports they forged. Hence the principle of the Hadith 
Doctors: Do not ever trust any liar for any statement. Further, it 
should be obvious that in practice it couldn’t have been possible 
for anyone to forge tens of thousands of ahadith as they claimed. 
It is similar to a journalist trying to attribute tens of thousands of 
false statements to, say Lincoln or Lenin. He will have to speak 
lot of rubbish. Moreover, if the Hadith-forger forged one hadith 
a day, it would have taken him 27 years to forge 10,000. An 
enterprise demanding a quality entirely lacking in people of such 
class: single-mindedness. In short, they were lying when they 
claimed that they had fabricated thousands of ahadith. 
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Another point to be noted is that not every forced hadith is 
a new hadith altogether. For example, a hadith - textually 
authentic - is reported through say 10 different sources; that is, 
ten different chain of narrators. Three of them may have 
trustworthy chain of narrators, and the rest of them with one or 
more unreliable narrators in the chain - all of them with one 
text. But, in actual fact there is only one hadith , which is counted 
as ten because of varying chains of narrators. A non-specialist 
might assume that the discussion is about ten textually different 
ahadith. 

Hence, when someone comes across a statement today 
that thousands of ahadith were forged, he thinks those were 
thousands of different statements; whereas, the forger might 
have forged quite a small number in terms of textual conent but 
which, quoted and re-quoted would have increased in number. 


The Damage 

All reasons accounted, the forgers and heretics couldn’t 
do a great deal harm. Firstly, several Companions were alive 
right until the end of the first century from whom the Followers 
obtained the traditions. It was difficult for a forger to forge a 
hadith different in meaning than what the Companions were 
narrating. Nobody would listen to him. Secondly, the time they 
had at their disposal was too short: maybe from the middle of the 
first century until the middle of the second century (50 A.H.- 
150 A. H.), or even less. For, trustworthy compilations began to 
appear by the beginning of the second century. That acted as a 
discouraging factor for the forgers and, in fact, swiftly brought 
things to control. Thirdly, the dissenters that the political hot 
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beds had produced did not concentrate in the heart of the 
Islamic world, Makkah and Madinah, rather in Syria, Iraq and 
other places. Initially, Makkah and Madinah were both the 
religious as well as the intellectual heart of the world of Islam. 
They were, therefore, the centers of Hadith knowledge, until 
ahadith came to be documented. Consequently, any^forgery 
originating, say from Kufah, could easily be detected if it clashed 
with those of Makkan or Madinan origin. Fourthly, both the 
types of forgeries, political or religious, faced difficulties in 
gaining currency. In case of the former, they either extolled 
certain personalities (such as ' Ali and his family members), or 
condemned others (such as those politically opposed to him). 
No one treated these lorgeries seriously even if they ran in 
thousands. It didn’t matter either way: true or false. What if 'Ali 
pulled the Khaybcr-fort gate off its hinges, alone, as a forged 
hadith ^oes? 


As for the religious forgeries, their detection was not a 
formidable task either. Anything that went against a Qur’anic 
statement, or against the practice of the Companions and their 
Followers, especially of Makkah and Madinah, met with its 
instant death. 1 hat means, the forgers only enjoyed the freedom 
to forge ahadith on the virtues of devotional acts, extolling 
cei tain acts beyond reasonable measure, or condemning certain 
evil acts with greater severity than the Qur’an and Sunn ah did, 
or was speaking out his personal prejudice. 

Some of them, such as 'Ubad ibn Kuthayr, or Nuh ibn 
Maryam were doing exactly that for pious reasons. The latter 
forged ahadith narrating the virtues of the Qur’anic chapters. 
Either way, no damage could be done to Islam. What if 
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somebody forged a hadith which said, “When Allah had finished 
creating the letters, ' Alif stood up while x Baa prostrated itself?” 

Further, heretics and political dissenters were well 
known in their times. Most people suspected the integrity of 
even those of them that were upright. In fact, some very good 
scholars came under the shadow of doubt simply because they 
evinced a soft corner for ' Ali. Whenever their name appeared as 
a narrator, a critic would say, “The man was inclined to 
Shi'aism!” That was enough to damage the poor man’s standing 
among the Hadith Doctors. So, the political dissenters could 
forge as many ahadith as they wished. But they couldn’t find an 
audience ready to swallow all that they said. Nor could they 
work openly. They were always afraid that scholars would take 
notice of them. They couldn’t, for instance, for all their guile, 
conduct regular classes. (It were the qussas [public preachers] 
who conducted regular classes). They avoided going too public, 
not only from the fear of the scholars, but also from the fear of 
the rulers. Also, their clandestine operations couldn’t bear fruit 
with such giants around as: Sha'bi (d. 104 A. H.), Ibn Shihab 
al-Zuhri(d. 1 24 A.H.), Abu Zinad (d. 1 32 A.H.), Ibn Jurayj (d. 
1 50 A.H.), Al-Awza'i (d. 157 A.H.), Sho'bab. al-Hajjaj (d. 160 
A.H.), Sufyan Thawri, (d. 161 A.H, Layth b. Sa'd, (d. 175 
A.H.), Imam Malik (d. 179 A.H.) , Hammad ibn Zayd (d. 179 
A.H.), Ibn Mubarak (d. 181 A.H.), Yahya ibn Sa'id al-Qattan 
(d. 198 A.H.), Sufyan b. 'Uyayna (d. 198 A.H.), Imam Shafe'i 
(d. 204 A.H.), and Yahya ibn al-Ma'in (d. 233 A.H.). 

Far from a forgery, even a weak report couldn’t escape 
the attention of the above, if it came into print or on the tongue 
of a respected scholar. When a Zindiq was condemned to death 
by Harun al-Rashid (d. 216), he taunted him by saying that he 
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had already done the damage by forging thousands of ahadith, 
Harun Rashid retorted, “What about men like 'Abduallh ibn 
Mubarak and Ishaq b. al-Farazi? They will chase them out (of 
circulation) one after another.” 

Some of the Hadith specialists were supreme masters. ' Ah 
b. Madini said: “There were six (unequalled) critics of Hadith 
narrators: Zuhri (born 51 A.H.) and 'Amr b. Dinar of Hijaz, 
Qatadah and Yahya ibn Kathir of Busra, and Abu Is-haq and 
A'mash of Kufah.” These were continually at work, ready with 
their guns to shoot down any flying fake report. 

Thus we see that the various kinds of forgeries hardly did 
or could do any real damage to Islam. But, combinedly, they 
could change the way the Muslims understood their religion and 
its spirit if they had access to them alone. For instance, ahadith 
forged on asceticism, extolling other-worldliness, could 
seriously affect the Muslim psyche reducing them to inaction in 
face of the challenges of life. 

The problem however, of circulation of weak and 
untrustworthy ahadith, persists down to this day, despite all the 
compilations of the Sahih works. That is, although weak or 
forged ahadith can no longer inflitrate into the classical reference 
works, ahadith of the gossipers, story-tellers, and street 
preachers, are still different from those in the compiled works. 
And, newest forgeries still receive, because of their spicy 
nature, as much eager hearing as those offered by the 
story-tellers of the past. Hadith Doctors face the same tasks 
today : purging of the forgeries current among the masses . It is as 
necessary to purge them now, as it was in the second and third 
Islamic centuries. Such purging does not always have to be from 
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the written works, in which they don’t survive long, rather, 
from the ora] traditions, posters, booklets, fliers and sham 
religious literature: the kind of material sold on the side-walks. 

The Purging 

With the Hadith evoking wide interest among early 
Muslims, an interest amounting to obsession, the appearance of 
forged (intentional or unintentional) and the weak ahadith was 
an expected event. When that happened, it became necessary, 
as pointed out above, to identify and isolate them. Serious 
students of Hadith, keenly aware of the problem from the start, 
came out with ingenious methods applied with great diligence 
to purge the Hadith literature and chase out the spurious ones. 
Ultimately however, the outcome was similar to the use of a 
sledge-hammer to kill an insect - such were the strict measures 
that were taken by the experts. Many of them were outright 
allergic, and declared this or that hadith weak or forged without 
mercy and - if one is allowed to say- on the slightest of pretext. 

The result of the earliest efforts to purge the weak and 
forged reports led to the development of a new science. In its 
wake this new science gave birth to several disciplines, the 
Principles of Hadith Criticism being of utmost importance. This 
science enabled the scholars to sift and separate the authentic 
from the spurious reports following rules and principles that 
were taken to such refinement as to defy further improvement. 
It was a remarkable accomplishment that has not been 
overshadowed by any other except bv the scientific disciplines of 
the modern times and can be regarded as humankind’s unique 
achievement. It is unparalleled in its application too. 
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No other people have applied such stringent rules of 
acceptance and rejection to reports of the past, or even of the 
present, as have the Hadith Doctors. (At this point one might 
remind of Noam Chomsky’s apt description of modern history 
m words: the amusing reconstruction entitled 'history’”: 

World Order Old and New , Oxford, p.36, 1994). Although it is 
too late, but, theoretically speaking, if the followers of any other 
religion applied the same rules to their holy literature, they’d 
have to abandon their religion altogether for want of a single 
report that can withstand the criteria as set by the principles of 
Hadith criticism. But this is a highly hypothetical idea. Their 
nairatives and reports do not have a chain of narration to start 
with! And, where it is occasionally traced, the names are 
entirely hypothetical. All that we know about them is the names 
as they appear. 


Narrators 

The first precautionary measure was to be conscious of 
who the leporter w^as, irrespective of w r hat he w r as reporting. If 
he was an unknown person, or known to bear a defect, his 
nan ations were not to be passed on. Obviously, this meant that 
some trustworthy reports would be lost, since authenticity 
search was not launched, rather, the unauthentic source was 
severed off. In simpler words, Hadith scholars did not bother to 
check on the authenticity of a narrator on whom doubt was cast. 
As soon as they heard that someone w^as endowed with one of 
those qualities that they detested, they threw r him and his 
reports out of the window. There was none to defend the poor 
narrator. With him went many authentic reports too. But the 
measure promised that the untrustworthy reports were 
definitely kept out. As for the possible loss of a few authentic 


xix 


jjV j I CjJlo JaXmjo g 01^3-03-0 i JL03 ^3^10 j +3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Introduction 


reports, the answer was, there are so many trustworthy ahadith 
on every issue of any importance that a few lost wouldn’t make 
any difference. If trustworthy, they are sure to show up 
somewhere through a trustworthy chain of narrators. 

Following the above precautionary measure, when in his 
late years Ibn 'Abbas (d. 68 A.H.) heard someone narrating a 
few ahadith , he paid no attention to them. He told the surprised 
narrator that the time had come to look into the quality of 
narrators. Abu al-' Aliyyah, a Follower (Tabe'i) says, “When we 
heard a (new) hadith , we went up to the Companions 
themselves to check its authenticity.” Many of those who were 
serious about Hadith began to travel to other towns - Makkah, 
Madinah, Egypt, etc. - seeking confirmation by direct 
transmission of what they had heard narrated in their names. 

If someone had, for example, participated in the battle of 
Badr along with the Prophet (saws), why not speak to him 
directly, instead of someone else narrating on his behalf? Sha'bi 
once narrated a hadith and then told the audience, “Hah. Take it 
from me at no cost. There was a time when a man traveled to 
Madinah to hear the report (first hand).” The trouble admitted, 
it must be pointed out however, that traveling, especially to 
Makkah or Madinah was no problem at all. People went there so 
often for Hajj, 'Umrah, study, or trade purposes. In fact, 
anyone familiar with the lives of the scholars or tradesmen of the 
ancient times knows how easily they moved from town to town 
thousands of miles away. And many scholars were merchants by 
profession. So, checking their Hadith collection against the 
narration of those directly involved, signified, factually 
speaking, no special pain. Indeed, there was a kind of a stigma on 
someone who did not check his Hadith by traveling to other 
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towns. Said Yahya b. Main: “There are four kinds of people 
who never become mature in their lives. Among them is he who 
writes down Hadith in his own town but never makes a journey 
for this purpose.” Travelling was undertakenfor several 
purposes e.g. , for comparing the reports of several students of a 
single scholar, of the narrations of a single narrator at different 
times, comparison between the oral and written versions, etc. 

And, when discrepancies were discovered in the text, it 
led the scholars of Hadith to look for and pass on reports about 
the reporters themselves. Who were they? What were their 
credentials? And, who vouched their moral integrity? So that, 
when a man narrated a hadith, he took the risk of putting his 
entire life on scrutiny and perhaps his career at risk, if he 
happened to hold a religious post. And the scrutiny was pretty 
severe. 

Extensive research was conducted to uncover every detail 
of a narrator’s life. Dead or alive, everyone was investigated. 
Lives of some 600,000 men and women were scrutinized and 
judgement passed. And, as pointed out earlier, while 
attempting that, the researchers were not looking for the details 
that would prove the trustworthiness of a narrator. They were 
looking for any detail, even one, that would prove his 
untrustworthiness. They seem to be more eager to throw men 
overboard than accommodate them. 

An early Hadith Doctor Yahya Sa'id al-Qattan is a typical 
example, and not at all an exceptional one. In his death bed he 
turned to friends and students around him and asked, “What do 
the people of Busra think of me?” They said, “They admire you, 
but, at the same time, are afraid of your criticism of the-iY 
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scholars.” He replied, “Look! That one of them should stand 
opposite me in the Hereafter is easier for me to imagine than to 
think that I should meet the Prophet and he should say, 
‘Narratives were being passed around you. You suspected their 
authenticity, yet you did not criticise?!’” Not only narrators 
were important for these people, the narrated text was equally 
so. And, with reference to a narration, it did not matter to them 
whether what was being said went in favor of Islam, or not. That 
was secondary. The important question was, did the Prophet say 
so? 


For example, one of the reports attributed to the Prophet 
(saws) said, “Don’t look at who said. Look at what he said.” Now 
this was declared as “no hadith ” But, one may ask, 'What if it 
was a hadith ? What harm could it do?’ But, such were not the 
considerations of Hadith experts. Harm or no harm was of least 
concern to them. Or, take for instance ahadith that attributed a 
few miracles to the Prophet. Followers of other religions would 
fall on their knees to grab such reports. But the Hadith Doctors 
had no hesitation in rejecting for what would be considered by 
the outsiders as minor reasons. Some might say they were 
fusssy. 

In fact, some of the fabricated ahadith spoke high of the 
Hadith scholars themselves. Yet, they could not escape the axe. 
Indeed, let alone a whole report, even a part of it, sometimes an 
additional word to a trustworthy report did not escape attention 
and was promptly declared an interpolation. For example a 
hadith says, “A man will not be able to move from his place on 
the day of Judgement until he has been questioned about four 
things: About his time as to where he spent it, about his body as 
to where he used it, about his wealth as to how he earned it and 
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how he spent it, and about (his love of) my kinsfolk.” The 
scholars were quick to look into the narrators and to discover 
that the words, “about [his love of] my kinsfolk” were 
interpolated to an otherwise trustworthy narration. 

I he scrutiny of the narrators wasn’t a pleasant job either. 
Many didn’t like doing it. Some of them declared with a heavy 
heart a few men untrustworthy as narrators, even though at 
personal level they respected them for their knowledge and 
piety. But they knew that such a course was essential. Their 
extra care could be likened to an army officer not looking for the 
physically fit rusty young men lined up before him to choose for 
service, rather, looking for a pretext to cut out as many as he 
could from the way they stood. For every accepted narrator, the 
heads of dozens rolled. They abandoned a narrator on the 
slightest of suspicion, either of intention, or inaccuracy, greatly 
reducing the number of trustworthy reporters and reports. 

An awesome amount of work went in but, with its 
accomplishment, people could sit back relaxed, read a Hadith 
book, and feel assured that they were reading the words of the 
Prophet (saws). 

That done, some scholars devoted whole works to specific 
topics to facilitate future research. For, the criticism of 
narrators or narratives were spread over dozens, if not hundreds 
of works. It wasn’t easy, even for scholars, to know what was 
the problem behind a hadith that came to be termed weak or 
fabricated. So, some scholars extracted material from older 
works and put them into a single volume. Those older books in 
fact were not dealing with that issue specifically. But a stray 
remark was made either in the text or in the footnotes about say 
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a narrator. To collect together such remarks from dozens of 
works was of course not easy, but perhaps for the lovers of 
Hadith, all the more reason why it had to be done. 


Signs of Forgery 

Since the present work is primarily a collection of what 
are technically known as “Forged Ahadith ” ( Mawdu at ), or those 
that nearly came to be classified thus, we might state a few 
points about signs by which they can be identified. There are a 
number of them. A few are as follows: 

(i) The differences in style, diction, inner structure, and 
content of a report as against those of the trusted words of the 
Prophet. Those who are familiar with the latter, have little 
difficulty in placing their finger on a forged one. It is similar to 
someone being fully conversant with the writings of say Edward 
Gibbon. Given a sentence by someone else, it wouldn’t be 
difficult for him to identify it as a non -Gibbon statement, either 
from style (Gibbon had a very specific style of writing), or 
diction (Gibbon’s stock of words, although large, were typically 
his), .or inner structure (Gibbon is almost unique among 
writers), content (Gibbon belonged to the 18 th century and was 
a historian). So, if the writing attributed to him does not match 
with his style, diction, or touches upon say psychoanalysis, or 
socio-economic, then, it is easy to conclude that Gibbon 
wouldn’t have written it. 

(ii) If the language is below a certain level of eloquence. 
The Prophet employed a language of high rhetoric, and, even if 
he used rare words, did not employ ambiguous ones. 
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(iii) If the report is totally irrational, such as the report 
which says, “Null’s boat circumambulated the Ka'bah seven 
times.” 


(iv) If the report is disproved by the turn of events, such 
as, a report says that caliphate will remain with the 'Abbasids 
until the time of 'Isa (asws) and Mahdi. But caliphate was 
abandoned much earlier, monarchy taking its place. 

(v) The report says something that defies common 
knowledge, such as, “Egg-plant is a cure for every disease.” 

(vi) The report is opposed to an established principle of 
religion or life. For instance, “The best of you after two hundred 
years will be someone who will neither have a wife nor a child.” 
(Meaning, moral corruption would be so high that living alone 
would be the best way of life). This report is opposed to an 
essential principle of life: propagation of human race. 

(vii) The report says something that is outright non-sense. 
For example, “A white rooster is my beloved and beloved of 
Jibril.” 


(viii) The report contradics a Qur’anic verse or a 
trustworthy hadith . For example, “A bastard will not enter 
Paradise, up to seven generations.” This is opposed to the 
Qur’anic principle, “No soul shall bear the burden of another ” The 
report concerning the bastard has its source in the Bible. 

(ix) The report favors a political, heretical, or innovative 
group that emerged much later after the Prophet such as the 
Qadariyyah, Jabariyyah, etc. 
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(x) The report is against a proven historical event. For 
example, the Jews of Khayber brought a document which they 
claimed the Prophet had handed them at the time of Khayber’ s 
fall. It said that they didn’t have to pay Jizyah. It cited Sa'd b. 
Mu'adh as a witness and was written down by Mu'awiyyah. 
Now, Sa'd had died before the Khayber encounter, and 
Mu’awiyyah hadn’t embraced Islam until then. 

(xi) The report promises a huge reward for an 
insignificant deed. For example, “Whosoever offered Zuha 
Prayers would receive the reward of seventy Prophets.” 

The above are some signs that can be found in the text of a 
weak or fabricated hadith. There are others that are in the chain 
of narrators such as, 

(xii) Any one of the narrators in the chain was alleged (not 
necessarily proven) of a lie involving anything or anyone. 

(xiii) A narrator narrated from someone he could not have 
met. For instance, 'Abdullah ibn Is-haq narrated from 
Muhammad b. Ya'qub. He was told, “Muhammad b. Ya'qub 
was dead 1 3 years before you came into this world!” 

The above were a few examples. There can be many other 
reasons why a hadith can be rejected either as weak or as 
untrustworthy. This collection offers a few other examples as 
one reads through. (This writer’s “Miftah al~Ma s ani ” a collection 
of Sahih Ahadith with commentary, discusses a few other aspects 
of this important issue. 

It should also be apparent by now that those reports that 
are marked as fake or weak, are more of the kind that are 
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“suspected” of being so, rather than being truly and definitely so . 
(Hence the caie with which some scholars deal even with those 
reports that have been declared weak or fake. Some, especially 
of the Indian sub-continent, are even fearful of saying they are 
forged, although, in practice they would treat them so). A good 
reason lor the above principle is: “Lest a trustworthy report is 
doubted. Obviously, a subjective, rather than an objective rule. 
But pei haps the caution is justified since the question involved is 
that of the lawful and the unlawful, of Paradise and Hellfire. 

Sources 

The work in hand presents a small number of forged or 
weak ahadith. They total 250. Of the many available, only five 
books were chosen to serve as the sources. They are, 

1. Talkhis of Kitab al-Mawdu at by Abul Faraj ibn al-Jawzi 
(d. 597 A.H.), by Imam Dhahabi. Edited by Abu Tamim Yasir b. 
Ibrahim, Maktabatu al-Rushd, Riyadh, 1998. 

2. Mawdu'at Al-Saghani , edited and annotated by Najm 
' Abd al-Rahman Khalaf, Darul Ma’mun Li al-Turath, Dimashq 
Beirut, 1985. 

3. Tadhkirat al-Mawdu' at by Muhammad b. Tahir 
al-Patani, al-Hindi, (d. 984 A.H.), Dar Ahya’ al-Turath 
al-'Arabiyy, Beirut, 1399 A. H. 

4. Al-Asrar al-Marfu'ab Fi Akhbar al-Mawdu' ah, by Sheikh 
Mulla Ali Qari al-Hanafiyy (d. 1014), edited by Muhammad 
Sa id b. Basyuni Zaghlul, Darul Kutub al-'llmiyyah Beirut 
1985. 
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S. Silsilatu al-Ahadith al~Da'ifa wa al-Mawdu' ah wa Athruha 
al-Sayyi fi al-Ummah by Muhammad Nasiruddin Albani (d. 
1999), Al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 1398. 

Selection Criteria 

Most of the reports selected for this work are forged or 
are “very weak” ones. Mere “weak” reports have been avoided. 
Firstly, for the reasons of volume: today’s readers are scared of 
voluminous works. Secondly, in most cases the harm done by a 
weak hadith is not of a serious nature. Further, there can be 
differences in opinion among the scholars over a hadith: 
whether it should be treated as weak or not, but there are few 
such differences over forged ones. Also, it is universally agreed 
that the forged reports, or, those alleged to be so, should be 
rejected outright. In fact, one of them should not be quoted 
without a warning that it has been termed “AfaWu'” by Hadith 
experts. 

Another criterion of selection was the currency of the 
reports. Many of those presented in this collection have once 
again begun to gain currency among the common people, 
especially in the non- Arab world. 

The title of this book has been borrowed from Suyuti’s 
collection named A} -La ah al-Masnu'ah. 

The notes are by the original authors or their editors. This 
compiler’s notes are followed by the letters: Au. 

Peace and blessing upon Muhammad, the final 
Messenger, his kinsfolk, Companions, and all those who 
followed him in good stead. 
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Technical Terms 

We have avoided using technical terms. However, one or 
two occurrence cannot be ruled out. The following definitions 
might help: 

Batil: A lose term, but, generally speaking, a report that 
could not be traced or one in which either a false attribution is 
made to the Prophet by mistake, or, a wrong narrator’s name is 
quoted erroneously. 

Gharib : A Gharib hadith is one which has only one narrator 
at any point in the chain of transmitters. 

Hadith al-Gharib: A tradition which has some uncommon 
words in the text of narration. 

Hasan : A tradition that meets with the five criteria of a 
Sahih hadith but is either not to full satisfaction, on any score, or 
the soundness of memory of any one of the narrators is not 
wholly satisfactory. 

Illah: A hidden defect in the chain of transmission. 

Khabr al~Wahid : A tradition that has only one transmitter 
at the start of the chain. 

Maj-huh A narrator who fails any of the identity tests or 
whose reliability is unknown. 

Marfu ' : A hadith whose chain of transmission reaches up to 
the Prophet (saws) without any break in the Isnad chain at any 
point. 
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Matruk : A Matruk narrator is one who was abandoned by 
the Hadith Doctors because of his failure to meet with any of 
their several requirements. However, he need not be rejected 
by consensus or the majority. An adverse single adjective, even 
from a single Hadith Scholar of repute will pin the “ Matruk ” tag 
on him. If he was charged with lying, and the hadith is known 
only through his line, then the report is said to be Matruk . 

Mawquf: A hadith which stops at a Companion. Its chain of 
transmission does not reach the Prophet. 

Munkar : Is used for a tradition whose transmitter stands 
alone in transmitting it and differs from one who is reliable, or is 
someone who has not the standing to be accepted when alone in 
transmission. 

Mur sal: A hadith whose chain of narration has the name of a 
Companion missing. That is, a Follower (Tabe'i) narrates from 
the Prophet (saws) directly without naming the Companion 
from whom he took the report. 

Musnad: Is a tradition with a fully connected Isnad traced 
to the Prophet (saws). 

Shadhdh: Is a tradition from a single authority which 
differs from what others report. If it differs from what people of 
greater authority transmit, or if its transmission is not of 
sufficient reliability to support his report, it is rejected. 


Syed Iqbal Zaheer 
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PART ONE 


Selections of weak and fabricated reports from “Talkhis 
Kitab aUMawduat of Abul Faraj ibn Jawzi by Imam Dhahabi. 
Edited by Abu Tamim Yasir b. Ibrahim. 


Imam Ibn Jawzi 

Bom in 494, Imam ibn al- Jawzi was a scholar of a rare kind. He 
had mastered both the knowledge of the Qur’anic exegesis, as well 
as Hadith disciplines; although it takes a lifetime to master any one 
of them. He was also very good at delivering lectures. They were 
attended by high-ranking people including rulers. Yet the high 
quality of his lectures can be judged from the fact that the audience 
included renowned scholars of the time. None of the gatherings 
before him ran into less than thousands of people. He was a prolific 
writer too who produced no less than three hundred and forty books 
and pamphlets. 

What is amazing about him is that he wrote almost entirely from 
memory, rarely consulting previous authors, and never revising 
what he wrote. And, to top it all, he wrote on a variety of topics, 
some of which might have required study lasting good number of 
years. 

One of his famous works to this day is his “ Kitab al-Mawdu'at ” 
This is a collection of fabricated ahadith in two volumes. He was, 
however, a bit generous in declaring Sahih traditions as fabricated. 
A work of this size and nature perhaps required greater research. 
For, coming down through one source, a hadith might be 
untrustworthy. But, there can be other channels of transmission that 
would be more reliable. Nevertheless, to our good luck an expert 
Hadith Doctor no less than Dhahabi (d. 747 A.H.) came to his 
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rescue. He edited Ibn Jawzi’s work removing a few defects and 
separating out the trustworthy reports. He published the new work 
entitled “ Talkhis Kitab al-Mawdu 'at.” The revision and editing was 
of course thankfully received both by the experts as well as the 
educated readers, and is in use to this day. Dhahabi of course 
understood the importance of Ibn Jawzi’s work, the reason why, 
instead of writing a new work, he chose to edit the older work. Ibn 
Jawzi died in 572 A.H. 

Dhahabi’s own level of scholarship was such that Ibn Hajr said, 
“I drank Zamzam praying that I be given the memory power of 
Dhahabi. Suyuti once said, “Hadith Doctors now depend heavily on 
four: Al-Mizzi, Dhahabi, 'Iraqi and Ibn Hajr.” But Dhahabi was 
very well aware of the contribution made by Ibn Jawzi. Hence, in his 
own work “ Slyer A'lam al-Nubala (Biographies of the Noble) 
Dhahabi devoted good many pages to Ibn Jawzi. 

Recently, an Egyptian scholar called Abu Tamim Yasir b. 
Ibrahim b. Muhammad undertook further editing of Dhahabi’s 
“ Talkhis Kitab al-Mawdu 'at.” He numbered the ahadith and 
chapters and added verse numbers to the Qur’anic quotations. He 
also explained some difficult terms, and, most importantly, 
re-checked and corrected both Ibn Jawzi’s as well as Dhahabi’s 
remarks and statements. 

Thus, what is reproduced in this part of our work, has the backing 
of several scholars. The reports as reproduced here can be trusted for 
the remarks that go with them. 
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The Prophet (saws) is reported to have said: 

V* ^ CjIj J i/r 1 ' li 

.jJjJ Uc Ur IJ <Ua 

1/10. "'When I was taken to my Lord during 
my Nocturnal Journey, I saw Him with a fire 
between me and Him as a veil. I saw everything, 
including the crown filled with pearls" (A lie). 

Note: 

One of the reporters, Qasim b. Ibrahim al-Mulati was a liar. 

[The fabricator exposed his ignorance by adding, “crown filled 
Our Lord does not wear a crown: Au.]. 

(J OJjil j jA OIS c 4 j : oU» L i <d jjj — Y 

.a&-i 

2/53. "Whoever named a son as ' Muhammad 7 
seeking blessings, will himself be, along with his 
son, in Paradise" (Untrustworthy). 

Note: 

Ibn Jawzi said that the chain of narration of this report has those 
who have been questioned (for their integrity). 

[Paradise of course is not so cheap and easy for anyone to find a 
place there simply by naming a son Muhammad: Au.]. 
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;UUj C»1 U - Oj \£ yj ^ja IkS ^ja U T 

* \ * 

,1 <Ui' 43jj 


3/54. "No Muslim went near his wife with the 
intention that if she carried he would name the 
child v Muhammad' but would be granted a male" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

This is a fabricated report whose chain of narration is filled with 
unknown personalities. 


Up &\ ^J' __ p#** J — jb U?r cJlT — £ 

tJLAU U OU cJu ? Cb UaJ U : JU3 CjU Up c/lkfo 

: cJli$ c5 yu? ^^Ip ^UjJ ^aj Jp J Cj'jj ^ J*-* J c~Adi 
cJ'j :ci3 dii iJla ^pi : JlS cJio> O' ^Ip cJlU- U 
Ui 0? Ui ja yrj*i cipj'i l» : JlS CO' 

y^\ cUiif CbU? ^-Loj Up 4tt' J Cj'j 


4/105. "A Jinni used to come to the Prophet. It 
was a female. Once she didn't show up for (a few 
days). When she showed up he inquired, v What 
kept you back?' She said. One of our kind died in 
India. So, I had been there for the condolence 
meeting. On the way I saw Iblis Praying on a rock. 
I asked him, "What made you misguide Adam?" 
He retorted, "Leave this subject alone." I asked. 
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Note: 

Suyuti also agrees with Ibn Jawzi and so does Ibn Iraq who said 
that there are a few unknown persons in the chain of narrators (Abu 
Tamim). 

jj ,j Jl3 ‘Oil J U ;cJL$ — V 

<J utj jUi <j cJdij j <LjLJi 


7/190. "Ibn v Abbas says I asked the Prophet, 
Where were you when Adam was in Paradise/ 

He replied, T was in his loin. And I was in the boat 
being in Nuh's loin. So also, I was thrown into the 
fire while I was in Ibrahim's loin'" (Fake). 

Note: 

This is one of the fabrications of the storytellers although it 
enjoys a good chain of narration. 


•^j^ 1 J&\ -A 


8/196. "Allah spoke (directly) to Musa while 
He gave me (the honor of) His sight" (A lie). 

Note: 

One of the transmitters named Kudaymi was alleged to have 
been a liar. 
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Of c42-'j cJrjj 3I ill J b Jii -5 

0 * J>J| Ji^i tb*i ( ajjjU) ui 3JJ. U 

s4»* 'j| Ol& 0^ L4y iUil y ;Jtfj tOjjjbill St* ^ 4-Plji 
Cjjj cij? iLjdl Jjd 


9/198. "A man went up to the Prophet and 
said, 'I am marrying off my daughter and wish 
you'd help me.' The Prophet replied, T have 
nothing. But see me with a bottle tomorrow.' The 
man came. The Prophet began to collect sweat 
flowing out from his forearm until he filled it. 

Then he said, v Ask your people to use it as 
perfume/ Whenever those people used it, the 
whole of Madinah felt the smell and named them 
as the 'the perfume house'" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

It was Halbas al-Kilabi who had fastened the report on Thawri, 
taking it back through Abu Zinad, A raj and finally to Abu 
Hurayrah. 
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djbw ? \ : Jfi C +ptj qa ill* 'ij — ^ * 

J& ^Sl :JUii OUifr y>s-j j>*>. JS>. ?*W»i 

Jlfcj ill jjbw Cii> ijj till' £*»-^ Cii J>iu SJr' <tW 
00 0 //" 

:<d Jlaii t u^- OUiP £>*jsM cii 

tj^jSl'j CJtjU~l' oUiJ' 3^ W~~^ ' 

ilir' J sju ill Igii*- Ml o jj > jMyP CflP ^Ip l>s Sa*Jj 

c r ,uJl Ai :J^ 


10/303. "It will be said on the Day of 
Judgement from below the ' Arsh, 'Where are the 
Companions of Muhammad?' Abu Bakr, ' Umar, 
Uthman and Ali would be brought forth. Abu 
Bakr will be told. Stand by the Paradise gate 
admitting whom you will by Allah's mercy and 
reject whom you will by Allah's knowledge.' 

Umar will be told. Stand by the Scales and tilt 
down the scales of anyone you wish.' 'Uthman 
will be given two cloaks and told, 'Wear them. I 
made them for you and saved them for you the 
day I created the heavens and the earth.' Ali will 
be given a rod from a thorny tree that Allah 
planted by His own Hands in Paradise and told, 
Chase the people off the Pond'" (Fake). 

Note: 

The report carries an unverifiable chain of narration. And many 
narrators have stolen the report (and passed on to others). 
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Abu Tamim adds that Sheikh al-Mu'allah has added his 
notes of criticism to the above report. 

vlhuii in d\ :Jlii jl jf. u* - \\ 

j : JUi J cJxZJ F&rJL Jl 

uaJ! jA* JT J t J* o3 caJ? LaJ' J A it oil oju 

J-r* ^ <• <-AJf JT J (,5 jj-!aa 4 oiit 

JT J Jii\ JA\ j# Jf J* t jt ji Jj\ 

JT t<d*-^Ab JU( j^aP JT J cj^aP uiJt ciJt 3 
diU J^J uiiU tilt ci]i 43 jj J5" c43jj uiJt uiH ib r yLu 

uaJ! tilt JT J 4^5 j ciif uilf Ji" c^lbr ci55 ciJt 

Cr^ ^ Jj uiJt uiM a^-j Ji" Jj c45r j 

cf' ^ ^yj c4aJ caJ? caJu olJ j£" 4)i 

•^J jUiPj 

11/305. Abu Sa id said, "We were sitting 
around the Prophet when Jibril came down and 
said, Allah has sent you this quince (a 
pear-shaped fruit) as a gift/ It began to glorify 
Allah in the Prophet's hand in several languages. 
Jibril added, 'By Him in whose hands is my life, 
Allah has created in the Garden of Eden a million 
palaces, in every palace there are a million special 
compartments, in each compartment a million 
beds, on each bed a million Houries. From 
beneath the beds flow four rivers. Each river has a 
million trees. Each tree has a million branches. 
Each branch has a million quinces. Under every 
quince there are a million leaves. Under every leaf 
are a million angels. Every angel has a million 
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wings. Each wing has a million heads. Every head 
has a million faces. Every face has a million 
mouths. Each mouth has a million tongues, each 
of which is singing Allah's glory in a million 
languages. And the reward for this glorification 
are for Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthman and Ali'" (A 
fib). 

Note: 

No one can be less foolish than he who didn’t think this is a 
fabricated report. All the narrators in the chain are unknown people 
and we do not know which of them is the fabricator. 


j ^ Y 

<up Is J 'ijfr 

JL313 tdU :J^3 jfi 

ci! J^3 ‘(***0*1 d! J 4 ^’ ^ J*** 

^5 J aj ^ Oli J*j> J t<L#l *Ul jA 0] : J\i3 

j Uj?- tOli 0 Jjf j iiulpli 

✓ t s 

.o*>U JL>y jaJ& : Jli 


12/310. Ibn 'Abbas says, "I was with the 
Prophet. He had Ibrahim on his right thigh and 
Hussain on his left thigh when Jibril came down 
with the revelation. When the Prophet had 
recovered (after the revelation) he said, 'Jibril 
came to me from my Lord saying 'I shall not allow 
you have both of them. So, sacrifice one of them.'" 
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"The Prophet looked at Ibrahim and cried. 

And he looked at Hussain and cried. Then he 
said, 'Ibrahim's mother is a slave. When he dies 
no one will grieve over him except me. Whereas, 
Hussain's mother is Fatimah and his father ' Ali is 
my uncle's son; my flesh and blood. If he dies, the 
two will grieve, and so will I. However, I sacrifice 
my grief over theirs. OJibril, I sacrifice Ibrahim.'" 

"Ibn 'Abbas said, '(Accordingly) He (Ibrahim) 
died after three days'" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Abu Bakr al-Naqqash, one of the reporters of this hadith was a 
liar. It was most probably he who fabricated this report. And then, 
another transmitter lbn Sa id wrongly misnamed his grandfather as 
Abdul Malik. 

Khatib has added the remark that whoever passed on this kind of 
reports might himself be treated as untrustworthy (Abu Taniim). 

j vitfu li] «il iu &\ 

J fjA a j Of -by dbtr 

ltUl ^ J uL' 


13/ 316. Hisham narrates from ' A'isha that she 
asked, "Messenger of Allah. Why is it that when 
you kiss Fatimah you put your tongue in her 
mouth as if you are licking honey." He replied, 
"When I was taken to the Nocturnal Journey, 
Jibril admitted me into Paradise. There he gave 
me an apple. That apple became semen in my 
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body. When I came down from the heavens and 
cohabited with Khadijah, Fatimah was born out 
of that semen" (A lie). 

Note: 

One of the narrators Ahmed b. al-Ahjam was a liar. There is 
another report in which falls Muhammad b. Khalil Balkhi who was 
also a liar. There are other lines of narrtion, but all of them 
untrustworthy. 

[Further, the Prophet (asws) never kissed Fatimah on her mouth. 
He always kissed her on her forehead as reported by trustworthy 
reports: Au.]. 

j-d aJj J* \ (*L>J J-e - > i 

14/585. "(Once) when the Prophet's married a 
woman they showered ' Ajxvah dates on his head’' 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

The chain of narrators consists of a man called Sa'id b. Salam. 
He was alleged of fabrications. 


. J jilt «' ji' 1 


15/589. "Don't teach your women how to read 
and write and don't let them live in the upper 
quarters of the house." Then he added, "The best 
of pastimes for believing men is swimming and 
the best of pastimes for women is the spinning 
wheel" (Untrustworthy). 
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Note: 

The reason for the report’s untrustworthiness is the occurrence of 
Ja'far b. Nasr in the chain of transmitters. He was accused of lying. 

[How could the tradition be reliable when we know that the 
Prophet’s wives 'A'isha and Umm Salamah knew how to read, and 
Hafsa knew both how to read as as well as how write. It is very 
likely that they had learnt the art at Madinah during the Prophet’s 
life itself: Au.]. 


<u 4*013 oy j t ^ ^ ^ 

16/624. "He prohibited that bread be sliced 
with a knife; and said, 'Show it respect, Allah has 
shown it respect'" (Abandoned) 

Note: 

In this tradition, one of the figures in the chain of narrators, 
named Nuh b. Abu Maryam, who traced his narration through 
Yahya b. Sa'id, Ibn al-Musayyib, ending with Abu Hurayrah, had 
been abandoned by the Hadith scholars. 


. 4-UjU 0-4J f jS' — A V 


17/748. "Whoever taunted his brother over a 
sin will not die before he himself commits it" 
(Untrustworthy). 

Note: 

One of the narrators, Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Abi Yezid was 
abandoned as a narrator by the Hadith scholars. 
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18/809. "The sins of Adam's son are not 
written down for forty years - if he is a Muslim. 

Then he referred to Allah's words (Al-Ahqaf, 15), 
v Until when he achieves full strength and reaches 
the age of forty...'" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Although we do not know exactly who fabricated this hadith, one 
of its narrators, Ja'far b. Zubayr had been abandoned as a narrator by 
the Hadith scholars. 

[The true situation is that a believer’s misdeed is not recorded for 
fist six hours. If he does not repent within this time, it is recorded in 
his book of deeds, but if he repent, it is not recorded. Haythami has 
trusted this hadith. Au.]. 




19/838. "Whoever devoted himself to Allah in 
sincerity for forty days will have springs of 
wisdom flowing from his tongue" 
(Untrustworthy). 

Note: 

There are several versions of this narration, coming from several 
directions, but each of them suffers from one weakness or the other. 
Either the report is truncated, apart from carrying weak narrators, or 
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with a narrator who was worth a straw, or there are other reasons for 
rejection. 


<J <dj L d jy y* ii 0] — Y * 

0«LP 1*Lq^ l)1j 411 <dl lM .) g «»>1 -LaF <Jl3 lil9 
jSdu ^ j y>w/ cA?^ • J yM :41l JyL3 ^ j^aJ' yJ*l 

41 1 ^JU? ^1 JUi .l^JbTi) Cj yip jj ^\3 j£l>l :4ll J yM 
.iygjdl viJJi y& ^y# I jyST ;^Lw <lAp 

20/851. "Allah has a pillar of Light which rests 
on the seventh earth below, while the upper 
portion reaches up to the bottom of the 'Arsh. 

When a person says. There is no deity save Allah 
and that Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger/ the pillar begins to vibrate. Allah 
says to it, Stop. It replies, 'How can I stop when 
the person who said those words has not yet been 
forgiven?' Allah says, 'Stop, for 1 have forgiven 
the person who said those words/ The Prophet 
then added. Therefore (try and) make that pillar 
vibrate as much as as you can"' (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn Hibban has said that one of the narrators 'Umar b. ai-Subh 
was known to fabricate ahadith. There are other versions, but all of 
them defective (Abu Tamim). 

-LP ^Ayljj c 4ll \ i ;<uiT Jjl ^fp I y*p$\ — Y \ 

iL* ciJf JalP jr 0 y-Tj J j\ CJIST ja Aj\i 411 ^1 dj 

jp JUJ 
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21/914. 'Teach your children the first thing. 

There is no deity save Allah/ and then make 
them repeat it at the time of death. Whoever said 
these words, first thing in his life, and the last 
thing before death and lived for a thousand years, 
will not be questioned for a single sin" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Hakim has narrated the report through Abu al-Nadr Muhammad 
b. Muhammad b. Yusuf, he through Muhammad b. Mahmawayh, 
narrating through his father, and so on upwards. But Mahmawayh or 
his son are the source of corruption (Abu Tamim). 

[But of course, the first part of the report is true, viz., Teach your 
children the first thing, There is no deity save Allah, ’and then make 
them repeat it at the time of death”: Au.]. 


cjij J U : JJi3 H\j 

. JliSb LaJij &r\ ja 2i\j \Jjt ; Jlii J*>\j 


22/ 947. "I will drink from my Pond on the Day 
of Judgement, and so will all those prophets who 
followed me. Then Allah will bring Saleh's camel 
back to life. He will milk it and drink from it. He 
was asked, 'Messenger of AlHh, will you be on 
your camel Adba' that day?' He replied, 'No. 
Rather, my daughter and Hasan will be on it. I 
will be on Buraq.' Then he looked at Bilal and 
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said. This man will be resurrected on a camel and 
will say the Adi inn'" (A false report). 

Note: 

Not only the chain of transmission is a broken one, the remaining 
transmitters are all unknown persons. One of them Abu Asim, 
should be paid no attention when he is narrating ahadith. 


:0 jl yi3 ilJri 3 cSlirl dUa^ O jhfl 


23/958. "Allah will raise a people on the Day 
of Judgement who will be wearing green colored 
attires made from green wings (of birds). They 
will perch upon the walls of Paradise. The 
keepers of Paradise will look at them and ask. 

Who are you?' They will reply. We are a people 
who worshipped Allah in secret; so He admitted 
us into Paradise in secret ^ ^A yarn). 

Note: 

It was Humayd b. All b. Harun who spun this yarn allegedly 
cany ing the chain from Hadbah to Hainmad to Thabit and ending 

With Armc 
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PART TWO 


Selections from Al-Saghani’s “ Al-Mawdu'at 


Muhammad b. Hasan Al-Saghani 

Saghani was bom in Lahore (now in Pakistan) in 577 A.H. and 
was brought up in Ghazna. After his early education there, he 
traveled to Baghdad in the year 615. In 617 he was sent to his 
homeland by the ruler of the time as a state official. He returned to 
Bahgdad in 624 but not before he had performed Hajj and had 
visited Yemen. Some time later he was sent as an ambassador to 
Yemen. From there he returned to Baghdad in 637. He seemed to 
have also traveled to India where he heard hadith from Qadi 
Sa'duddin Khalf b. Muhammad al-Hasanabadi and Imam 
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Murghinani. 

He was an expert in the Arabic language, a pious quiet man who 
loved silence more than speech. 

He seemed to have received premonition of his death and was 
waiting for that day to arrive. When it came he prepared a feast and 
invited his friends for a meal. His friends hadn’t reached home after 
the feast on a Friday, but they learnt that he was dead. That was in 
65. A.H. Although he had died in Baghdad he was buried in Makkah 
following his will. He had willed 50 Dinars each for those who 
would carry his body and bury him there. 

He left behind him some thirty-three works, out of which 
twenty-nine have not been re-published. Apart from “ Al-Mcn\>du'at ” 
from which the following reports have been selected, his other 
well-known and well-appreciated work is “ Mashariq al-Amvat” a 
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Hadith collection. It is a class of its own. He left one of his works 
unfinished by three words or so. He was also a poet. A piece of his 
poetry should be of interest for its repetitive use of the word 
“ murtaji ” but each time in a different sense. To say the least, it 
speaks of his power over words: 

'-r 1 jwl — * b ^ JiiaJl b 



His book “ Al-Mawdu'at” has been reprinted by Dar al-Mamun 
Lit-turath” (Dimashq and Beirut) edited and annotated by Najm 
'Abdurrahman Khaif. Unless stated otherwise, all the notes under 
the reports are those of Najm 'Abdurrahman. 
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J :i_.jUJb f SJl U* ^ oUl £j, _ Y t 

U. U> a^Ul j jj 4jjT ji ji 

24/11. "All those ahadith are fake that report 
the Prophet (saws) as having used Persian words 
such as 'Shikam dard,’ (meaning stomachache), 

"inab dudokonah radd/ (i.e., grapes in twos), and 
' tamarah yek, yek / (meaning, dates one at a time)." 

Note: 

Imam Fairoze-abadi agreed with the above assessment in his 
“Safar al-Sa'adah ” (p. 145); and so has ‘Ajlouni in his “Kashf 
al-Khifa ' (2/578).” 

J* JA*>. J&H k»j diS-y&jf cS-Lil jjj -Yd 

iPij dp* ^5bUi Up ^Url <UI 

JU; (ill j*p) : <0 jA; ^*UJl 
25/ 21 . All the ahadith concerning Ratan 
al-Hindi are fake including the narration which 
says that he met the Prophet (saws) and heard him 
speak. It is also a fabrication that the Prophet 
supplicated for him to the effect that he be 
granted a long life. 

Note: 

This man was known as Ratan b. Sahuk b. Jankadriq. Others 
have said that he was named Ratan b. Kiryal al-Hindi, al-Tabarnadi. 
Dhahabi has said the following about him in his Mizan al-I'tidal 
(vol. 2, p. 45). Ratan al-Hindi. Ah! What will tell you who was 
Ratan al-Hindi? A Dajjal no doubt. He appeared in the sixth Hijrah 
century and claimed to have seen the Prophet... He died in 623 or so. 


21 


jjy j) Oi-0 J-oJc*cO jJ olfr 3-O3-O ^ jAi-03 £^3*10 <jJ ij-o (= M> j-ol jJ3 0 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


The man was himself a liar and others planted lies on him. The 
reports fastened upon him are no better than incredulous yams.” 

Dhahabi also said, “I happen to come across a collection of 
ahadith that Ratan al-Hindi claimed to narrate from the Prophet 
(saws). It contained some three hundred reports.” 

(It might be interesting to note that) the collection Dhahabi 
speaks of was known as “ Rataniyyat .” Selections from it were 
reprinted in Egypt in the year 1326 A.H. The collection was called 
“Al-Arba'un al-Muntakhabat min Muntakhabat al-RataniyyatP It 
was published by those who agreed with the man that he had seen 
the Prophet (saws). In fact, it was printed by the same publisher once 
again in 1347 A.H. 

It may also be noted that the last of the Prophet’s Companions 
died in 95 A.H. Some of his narrations are attributed to Ibn 'Abbas, 
but they are all fake. 


The Prophet is alleged to have said: 

,juji Aj-yJj ^ tojj j&i .uaJj oi r> ou> -r -v 

26/31. "Faith is naked and barren. Fear of 
Allah is its attire, modesty is its ornament, and 
knowledge is its fruit" (Fake). 

Note: 

'Ajluni agrees with the judgement in his “ Kashf al-Khifa 
although he believes that the last pieces, i.e., Aknowledge is its 
fruit” is a trustworthy part. Hafiz 'Iraqi on the other hand thinks that 
the hadith is not fake, rather, only weak. Hakim too has this hadith 
in his collection. 
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27/33. "The modest (man) is a loser" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Once again, 'Ajluni agrees with Saghani’s judgement that it is 
spurious. 


jUi A\ J j' 4 ^ ^ *>* A 

28/40. "Whoever spoke about a worldly thing 
inside mosques, - or in a mosque - will have Allah 
disregarding his deeds of forty years" (Fake). 

Note: 

Both 'Ajluni and Mullah ' Ali Qari agree that the hadith is a false 
one. The latter said in his “Al-Mawdu'at al-Kubra” (p. 338) that it is 
false both in narration as well as in its meaning. 


J* jjjJl -Y ^ 


29/55. "Red rose is from the Prophet's sweat" 
(Fake). 
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Note: 

Ibn 'Iraq has declared it inauthentic in his “ Tanzihu-s-Shari'ah " 
and so has 'Ajluni. 


30/70. “A believer's heart is Allah's Arsh" 
(Fabricated). 


Note: 

Zarkashi has recorded this hadlth in his “ Tadhkirah ' ' in words, 
“A believer's heart is Allah's house’' and added his remark there that 
the report is baseless. Ibn Taymiyyah has also said that it is 
inauthentic. And so has Ajluni. ' Ali al-Qari may also be consulted 
in his " Al-Mawdu'at al-Kubra." 




31/76. "Hold on to the religion of old women" 
(Fake). 


Note: 

That is, without questioning anything, blindly following, without 
inquiry (Au.). 

Imam Sakhawi agrees with Saghani in his “ Al-Maqasid 
al-Hasanah" that it is a baseless report. Muhammad al-Hut 
al-Bayruti is also with him expressing his opinion in “Asna 
al-Matalib F Mulla 'Ali Qari treats it as fake while Suyuti said in his 
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"AI-Durur al-Mimlaihirah" that it has a worthless chain of 
transmission. 


yuh -rx 


32/77. "Poverty is my pride" (Inauthentic). 


Note: 

Hafiz ibn Hajr ' Asqalani has also declared this report a false one. 


j jli- jjjb 4jt ^ -rr 


33/89. "He whose Prayers are aplenty in the 
night will have a glowing face during the day" 
(Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn Hajr Makki has said in his “ Fatawa ” that although the report 
is in Ibn Majah, it is generally agreed that it is fake. ' Ajluni has said 
that scholars like Ibn 'Adiyy, Dara Qutni, 'Uqayli, Ibn Hibban and 
Hakim have all thought that these words are those of Shurayk. 
However, Fu'ad Abdul Baqi has quoted Al-Sindi as saying that 
although many have thought the report as fake, Quda’i has shown 
inclination in his “ Musnad al-Shihab ” towards its acceptance. 
Nevertheless, Imam Sakhawi has declared it baseless while Ibn 
'Adiyy took great pains to prove it so. 
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34/99. "Don't travel when the moon is in the 
Scorpion (area of the sky)" - Untrustworthy. 

Note: 

The statement can be traced back at best to ‘Ali, Imam Sliafe i 
and others, (but not to the Prophet). 


t UJ iljb Jj J -re 

f-y ^ 

35/116. "You may consume lentil. It is blessed. 
Seventy prophets have declared it blessed, the 
last of them being Tsa ibn Maryam" (Fake). 

Note: 

Haythami has said in his “Majma ' al-Zawa ’id” (5/44) that one of 
the narrators, Amr ibn al-Hussain, had been abandoned (by the 
Hadith scholars). Ibn Hibban has said in his “ Al-Majruhin ” (2/120) 
about another narrator 'Isa b. Shu'ayb al-Busri that he committed 
lots of mistakes, some of them dreadful ones. This is also the 
opinion of Dhahabi. When Ibn Mubarak was asked about it he said, 
(referring to the statement about seventy Prophets), that not a single 
one of them said anything about it. This is reported by Iraqi in his 
“ Tanzih al-Shari ah” (2/243). Ibn Jawzi has pointed out that not 
only 'Isa b. Shu'ayb is an abandoned narrator, but up in the chain, 
Dalham, is also not a Companion. 
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PART THREE 

Selections from Tadhkira al-Mawdu at by Muhammad Tahir 
' Ali al-Patani, Al-Hindi (d. 986 A.H.) 


Muhammad Tahir Patani 

Tahir Patani was born in a small town in Gujarat, India, called 
Patan, in 914 A.H. (1508 C.E.). His family background was Isma'ili 
Shi ah. However, as he grew and got educated, either he gradually 
moved away from Shi'aism, or his family converted to Sunnism 
through the efforts of Ja'far b. Ja'far who had vowed to root out 
Isma'lism from Gujarat. In any case, we see a pattern in Shi'ah 
Muslims. As soon as they get educated - well enough - they become 
Sunnis. In Tahir Patani’s case however, it was a very significant 
conversion. He became a Sunni of such caliber that many born 
Sunnis would be proud to be one like him. 

Gujarat was then a center of learning. Tahir studied under such 
renowned masters as Mullah Mahna al-Sheikh Naguri, Sheikh 
Burhanuddin al-Samhudi and Yedullah al-Suhi. But his true master 
was the famous 4 Ali al-Muttaqi. 

At the age of thirty, when he had completed his studies under 
Indian masters, he set out for the Haramayn (Makkah and Madinah) 
for pilgrimage and further study. While he was there he stayed with 
the famous Sheikh Husamuddin Al-Muttaqi and specialized in 
Hadith under him. He also studied various other subjects under 
famous masters such as Abu al-Hasan al-Bakri, Ahmed b. Hajr 
Makki, ‘Ali ibn ‘Iraq and ‘Abdullah Sirhindi. Having obtained the 
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knowledge to his heart’s content he returned to his country and went 
into teaching and writing. 

His father was a successful trader. He left him quite some wealth. 
Tahir Patani used it to educate people. He would encourage children 
to study under him. If their parents objected, on grounds that they 
helped them in their trades, Tahir Patani, in the style of Abu 
Hanifah, paid them stipend from his pocket and freed them for 
studies. This way, he trained many young men and converted them 
to scholars of class. 

When he began to write, it was on Hadith topics. Apart from the 
book which we have chosen for this collection, viz., “ Tadhkirah 
al-Mawdu'at he also wrote such useful works as “ Al Mughni fi 
Zabt al Asami ” and “ Qanun al Mawdu ’at Wa al Du 'ajd. 

However, he will be eternally remembered for his classical work 
“Majma’ Bahar al-Anwar ” in five large volumes. It is a lexicon of 
rare words used in the Hadith. It is a work of such depth of learning 
that one wonders how he wrote it at all in a lifetime. Without 
ignoring any rare word, he discusses the general as well as the 
specific meaning. Then he points out in what exact sense it was used 
in the Hadith, quoting of course, authorities. He cites references of 
the several works in which the word under discussion was discussed 
and explained. He also brings out the conceptual meaning of the 
term, stating other derivatives, connotations, and meanings in 
conjunction with other words. A famous Hadith scholar Shah 
Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi said, “This dictionary is sufficient 
for explanation of the six famous authentic Hadith books. One 
doesn’t need any other help.” Syed Siddiq Qannawji said in 
appreciation of the work that ’’this book is a comprehensive 
dictionary of Hadith and Qur’an and a commentary on the six 
famous authentic books of Hadith". 

He also undertook to fight Isma'ilism, Mahdi-ism, and other 
deviated sects. When Akbar Shah Taymoori subdued Gujarat, he 
met with Tahir Patani and promised him his support against the 
deviated sects and innovative practices. But when ‘Abdul Rahim 
Bayram Khan took charge as the governor, he began to help the 
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Mahadwis. Upset, Tahir Patani removed his headgear (‘ imamah ) 
and set out tor Agra. His Mahdawi enemies followed him and 
ambushing him at a place called Ujjain, murdered him. His body 

was brought back to Patan where he was buried. That was in 981 
AH. 
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The Prophet (saws) is reported to have said: 


^ i of <J_^f ^ \yg cJ- -rn 


36. "I was an unknown treasure and wished to 
be known, so I created a creation, informed them 
about Me so they came to know Me" (Fabricated). 


Note: 


Ibn Taymiyyah has said that this is not a hadith at all. That is, it is 
not reported at all in any of the Hadith books, neither as a 
trustworthy report nor as a fabricated one. Zarkahsi was of the same 
opinion. 


jy J* j y t-ytjh J* -tv 

* ^ 


37. "Ablution over ablution is light upon lieht" 
(Unfounded). ° 

Note: 

Although it is in “ Ihya’al-Ulum al-Diri ” of Imam Ghazali it is 
not found in any hadith compilation. Another opinion is that it is a 
weak report (and not an unfounded one). 


\y -? A 

38. "Fast and get healthy" ( Mawdu '). 
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Note: 

It is marked as Da'if in Al-Mukhtasar , but Saghani declares it a 
fabrication. 

y-i -r% 

39. "Hajj is jihad” (Fake). 


Note: 

All the reports on this topic are weak, but according to Saghani 
they are fake. 

It is for women that Hajj is equivalent of jihad (Au.). 


o o - s, t* * S' * > , i 

J 'i' -i * 

40. "When you are finished with the recitation 
(of the entire Qur'an) say, 'O Allah give me peace 
against fear in the grave 7 " ( A lie). 

Note: 

The problem in this report is the occurrence of 'Abdullah 
al-Juwaybari who was a well-known liar. 


.4 U.T ( *JL- j <&' J-fi ^ ssy ' 

41. "The bringing back to life, of the Prophet's 
parents so that they could believe in him" 
(Munkar). 
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Note: 

Suhayliyy has recorded this hadith through A’isha (ra). 
However, he has warned there that there are many unknown 
narrators in the chain of narration. Further, although its possibility is 
not ruled out, what is reported to us contradicts it. 

[As regards the chain of narrators of the above hadith, Tahir 
Patni could be right. But, Ibn Hajr has noted in his “ Al-Zawajir ” (as 
cited by Shabbir, Fat-h al-Mulhim, vol. 2, p. 535), that another 
report to the effect that the Prophet’s parents were quickened and 
believed in him has been accepted as trustworthy by Qurtubi and 
Nasiruddin the Syrian Hadith doctor. Ibn Hajr has also accorded it 
his approval. Further, it is stated in “ Radd al-Muhtar ” that the rule of 
not giving life to any of the dead until the Day of Judgement was 
broken in honor of the Prophet: Au.]. 


Jfr & kW* S? 1_J W i'i j\ ’cjW i) jSj ji -t t 

* 

42. "Whoever had three sons but did not name 
anyone of them as Muhammad is certainly an 
ignorant man." (No less than a fabrication). 

Note: 

One narrator, Layth, was an abandoned person. If it is not 
declared fabricated altogether, it is because another report, similar in 
meaning exists. 


Lui ijs- J-A jl j i jjl' °J» if 

43. "Whoever smelled a rose but did not recite 
the peace formula on me, was unfaithful to me" 
(Batil). 
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Note: 

Qays b. Tamim, one of the narrators in the chain was a liar. 


in xo* in *>i! 4 J 1 h ijb jt ouJ- ’jj* -a 

j A-Jb il' 

44. "The seal on Prophet Sulayman's ring was 
the testimony 'there is no god except Allah and 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah'" (Batil). 

Note: 

One (or more) reporter(s) involved in this report used to narrate 
baseless reports. 


Zj» ipli Ji" J ii 013 Lirj j j* 9 

' * " * ' ' 

oirj '^ip ji *i\ J\j jLh j* 

45. "Seek to repent a lot in Rajab. Allah frees 
men from the Fire in its every hour. And, there are 
fields with Allah that no one will enter save those 
who fasted in Rajah" (Baseless). 

Note: 

The report has a narrator called AI-Asbagh. He was a cheap guy. 


J! JU3 °jaj lu3 ji iF^° J*~ dj — i 

yLih Uaj 


34 


**uSjO jjy j) Oi-o JbOicMCO jJ 01^3-03-0 i jAi-0 3 ^3*10 c jjyo j^ol JJ3 JjV^ 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


46. "I have two qualities: whoever loved them 
loved Me and whoever hated them hated Me: Lo! 

They are poverty and Jihad" (A lie). 

Note: 

The hadith has not one, but two liars in its chain: Muhammad b. 
Tamim and Ghunaym. 


r j jsfr j* OUiTj ~tV 

- - * ' ' y 

47. "Two raka'ah of Prayers by a married 
person are better than seventy of a bachelor" 
(Munkar). 

(Note: 

One of the narrators Majashi' narrated all sorts of strange 
narrations. A similar report coming through another line has been 
similarly criticized by ibn Hajr. 


J-aJi j dt a aijJ' 4Ji — t A 

48. "A man complained of the fewness of his 
progeny. The Prophet advised him to eat eggs 
and onions" (Phoney). 

Note: 

This is a phoney report, without any doubt whatsoever. 
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49. "To eat everything that you desire is to 
cross the bounds" (Not proven). 

Note: 

It is reported in “ Al-Wajiz ” that Yahya b. 'Uthman, one of the 
reporters in the chain of transmission narrated strange traditions. In 
fact, another reporter Nuh b. Zakwan was of the same caliber. 

i'M yJJ j & £& ti'Puy ji - a • 

50. "Whoever shook hands with a Jew or a 
Christian should make a fresh ablution and wash 
his hands" (Unfounded). 

Note: 

The report has no basis whatsoever. 


ftf ja -o > 

51. "Whoever slept after 7\sr (Prayers) and 
then found himself distracted may not blame 
anyone except himself" (Unfounded). 

Note: 

Ibn Sani has recorded this report. However, one of the problems 
with it is the presence of Ibn Lahi'ah. “ Al-Wajiz ” has another report 
coming off Ibn 'Umar. But Abu Lahi'ah also. 
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In another line of narration figures a narrator named Khalid b. 
Al-Qasim. He was accused of lying. See Ibn Jawzi, hadith number 


725 . 



52. Cursed is the man who played chess" 

(Maw du'). 

Note: 

The tradition is fake. In fact, no other tradition of this meaning is 
found on this topic. Another follows on this topic. 


/-p'' Ju -of 


53. "Chess-player is like someone who 
consumes pork" ( Mawdu '). 

Note: 

One of the narrators in the above hadith has other fake reports to 
his credit. 
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PART FOUR 


Selections of weak and fabricated reports from Al-Asrar 
al-Marfu'ah fi al-Akhbar al-Mawdu'ah. By Mulla Ali Qari 


Mulla Ali Qari 

Bom in Herat (now in Afghanistan), Mullah 'Ali Qari received 
his early education in his home town, but as he grew, he settled in 
Makkah. His earliest teachers were such eminent scholars as Isma il 
Sherwani, Ibn Hajr Haythami and others. He was an all round 
scholar and a prolific writer who wrote on variety of subjects: 
Qur’an, Hadith, Fiqh, Usui, biography, history, and Tasawwuf. One 
of his characteristic was that he wrote every new book in a different 
style. His writings were plain, lucid and unambiguous. He criticized 
some writings of the earliest masters which made him unpopular 
with a few contemporary scholars. But a man like Shawkani came to 
his rescue and defended him on grounds that it is the duty of scholars 
to look into the works of the past and lay the finger on the flaws they 
contain. 

His most famous work is the massive commentary on Hadith 
collection known as "Mishka! al-Masabih” Although Miskhat was 
produced by a Shafe'i scholar, Mulla 'Ali, who was a Hanafi, 
endeavored to prove not only the Hanafi point through a Shafe'i 
work, but also demonstrated how ahadith confirm the Hanafi Fiqh 
point of view. He also wrote commentaries on “ Wiqayah ” a Fiqh 
work, and Al-Fiqh cil-Akbar ,” which is a work on Islamic creeds by 
Imam Abu Hanifah. He was an expert on the discipline of “Qira ’ ah ” 
(recitation ofthe Qur’an) and of such expertise that he came to be 
known as “ QarF (reciter). 
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He died in Makkah in the year 1011 A.H. His death was mourned 
by the entire Islamic world. His funeral Prayers were performed in 
absentia in Jami' al-Azhar in Egypt. 
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The Prophet is alleged to have said: 

^ 4 ^ Jjf -o £ 

54/143. "Abu Hanifa is the lamp of my 
Ummah" (Fake). 

Note: 

The general consensus of the traditionists. is that this is a fake 
report. 


lP f * Lr* J kZ j* JpJ ja 'i £jf -oo 

^ a* A 

55/189. "Four will never be satiated of four: 

Earth of rains, female of the male, an (evil) eye of 
sight, and a scholar of knowledge" (Not a hadith). 

Note: 

Ibn Jawzi has termed it spurious. Sakhawi has said: “The hadith 
has been reported by Hakim in his ”Tarikh Nisapur" and Abu 
Nu'aym in his “ Al-Hilya ” tracing it through Sulayman al-Taymi and 
Muhammad b. Fadl b. 'Atiyya. But the last mentioned has been 
accused of lies. Zarkashi has added that Ibn ' Adiyy has also reported 
it through 'A’isha but that one is also an unknown hadith . 

At best it is the statement of a scholar (and definitely not a 
hadith). 


dil Ur\ Jjd jk\ - dl 
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56/217. "Most of the inhabitants of Paradise 
will be the bulk ” (Weak). 

Note: 

Al-Bazzar has classified this hadith as weak but Qurtubi as 
Sahih. 

The bulk of the original is literally translatable as “the foolish,” 
or, “less than average in intelligence.” However, it has been 
explained by the scholars that if the report is true then what is meant 
by the term is that they are foolish in worldly affairs but intelligents 
in the affairs of the hereafter. Others have explained that by the word 
bulb the allusion is to those who are as firm in their faith as old 
foolish women and the uneducated, who do not question their faith, 
but rather simply accept it as true. An-Nihaya states that bulk is one 
who is unaware of evil. 


J*" J* jil -ov 

57/229. "Clay eating is prohibited to every 
Muslim" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Bayhaqi has remarked, as reports Sakhawi, that all the ahadith 
that disallow eating of clay are inauthentic. Zarkashi is also with 
him. 


Li-- J Jlu olf 0] -®A 


58/257. “Bilal used to pronounce sheen as seen ’ 
(Baseless). 
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Note: 

Mizzi has said that this is popular among the masses but is not 
known among the traditionists as a hadith since it does not appear in 
written form anywhere. 


'A- 8 * dUa*Ah 0! -M 


59/ 259. "Shaytan runs through the body of a 
man like blood in the veins. Therefore, narrow 
down the veins through hunger" (Interpolated). 

Note: 

The hadith has been quoted in “ Ihya ’ al-'Ulum al-Din but 
Iraqi has said that only the first part of the hadith is authentic. The 
second part is an interpolation by the sufis. 


jP C"-UJl tfy, JUJ ill olS bj J* l> lit ^ui, oj - n . 

OW y A yjl 4-Ui i jM 


60/261. "Allah suspends punishment of those 
in the graves around a town for four days if a 
scholar or a student pass by it" (Fake). 


Note: 

Hafiz Jalaluddin Suyuti has said that the hadith has no basis. 
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61/262. '"Sometimes a man's fame reaches East 
and West of the world, but he does not weigh the 
equivalent of a gnat's wing with Allah (sxut)" - 
Fake. 


Note: 

These are the words as found in Imam Ghazali’s Ihya ’ ' Ulum 
al-Din , but, as 'Iraqi has said, the authentic hadith is in Bukhari in 
the following words: “A man will appear before Allah (swt) on the 
Day of Judgement, very big and hefty. But he will not weigh 
equivalent of a gnat’s wing with Him.” 


yXii y y\ ii Jii j 6 J jiti jJf iS Jtf jjuh jj ^ &S *SS\ 01 -n Y 

j vlLi oil* cii ^ U j JliSj 



62/267. "Allah (S7H) created the intellect. Then 
He said to it: 'Come forward.' It came forward. 
He ordered: 'Retreat.' It retreated. Then He said: 
'By My Power and Grace I have not created 
anything nobler than you. Therefore, by you I 
shall take and by you I shall give' 11 (Forged). 


Note: 

Ibn Taymiyyah and many others have said that this report is a 
forgery' and a lie. Yet it has been mentioned in Ihya ’ as also in 
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Tabrani’s “Awsat” as well as by Abu Nu'aym, but both with weak 
chains of narration. 


i\'jAjd\ ^ aJii J jct 4^ Oj — VP 

63/269. "Allah (swt) has placed the taste of the 
food that the rich eat in the food that the poor eat" 
(Fake). 

Note: 

Both Al- Asqalani and Suyuti have declared this report fake. 


* 0 * a ' ' \ o> 

cih iUU ^ of cdd' iJLi JS’j (Jtii oil oj — i 
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>ui-i J>-ji j?- o jijcj or 4 ^ 


64/272. "Allah (stef) has promised this House 
(i.e., the Holy House of Ka'ba) that 6000 people 
will perform Hajj every year. When the figure 
falls short He sends angels to complete the 
number. Further, the Ka'ba will be resurrected 
like a well-dressed bride. Those who have 
performed Hajj will be holding its cloth, going 
around it until it will enter Paradise along with 
them." (Baseless). 


Note: 

The hadith is in Ihya’, but as 'Iraqi has noted it is baseless. 
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65/289. "There are sins that cannot be atoned 
for but in (the valley of) 'Arafah" (Baseless). 


Note: 

The hadilh is in Ihya ’, but as Iraqi has said, it is baseless, 
ill 01 )L> 'y*^h U ’jr>&\ 

66/29*1. "If the people knew the rewards for 
the traveler they would be traveling all the time. 
Indeed, Allah (swt) is merciful with the travellers" 
(Inauthentic). 

Note: 

Not only this report but several others that extol traveling are 
inauthentic. 


JjUJl ill Jj' 

67/304. "The first thing that Allah (swt) 
created is the intellect" (A lie). 

Note: 

lbn al-Muhabbar is one of the narrators in the chain who, 
according to Sakhavvi. was a liar. The fact is, it is the Pen which was 
created first as in authentic reports. 
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68/317. "The eggplant is a cure for whatever 
(ailment) it is eaten' (Fake). 

Note: 

' Asqalani has said that this report is completely baseless. In fact, 
it has been popularized by the Zanadiqa sect to the extent that it is 
said that the hadith about eggplant is more reliable than the hadith 
about Zamzam water about which it is reported that the Prophet 
(saws) said: “Zamzam water is a cure for whatever ailment it is 
drunk for. But this is not true. For the hadith about Zamzam water 
is a controversial one. Some say it is authentic. Others say it is 
Hasan (i.e., a little lower than Sahih in status). Yet others say it is 
weak. Nevertheless, no one has said it is a fabricated report. 
Whereas, all Hadith experts are agreed that the ahadith about 
eggplants are all fake. 




69/413. "Love of one's motherland is part of 
faith' (Baseless). 

Note: 

Zarkashi has said about it that it is a baseless report. So has 
thought Sakhawi. But strangely, he has said that meaning-wise it is 
true. However, Munufi has said that there is no relationship between 
the two, and love of one’s mother country does not contradict wiftv 
one’s faith in Islam. 

However, the word watan in the original (translated as 
motherland) has been variously interpreted. One, it is Paradise that 
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is meant, since it is the first and final abode of all of us. Second, the 
allusion is to Makkah (since the words, if they are truly the 
Prophet’s) were uttered under certain circumstance. 

Nonetheless, if what is meant by watan is one’s motherland, then 
too there is nothing wrong in loving one’s homeland so long as the 
reasons for such love is that it is the place where one’s kin, the 
orphans, the destitute, and all those live who need material help. 

This is also reported by Saghani and others asMawdu\ It doesn’t 
make much sense in any case. For, a man’s love of his country is 
something natural. It has nothing to do with his faith. Don’t you see 
that everyone loves his country - believers and non-believers alike? 

[That said, the had ith remains baseless: Au.]. 


> -v . 

70/432. "'Ali raised the Khayber gate" 
(Inauthentic). 

Note: 

Hakim has reported through Jabir that when 'Ali reached the 
forts of Khayber he tore away a gate from the fort and threw it down. 
Later, 70 people tried to lift it but they couldn’t, [bn Is-haq has also 
recorded this in his Sirah. However, Sakhawi has said that all the 
chains through which this has been reported are untrustworthy. 

sJ) ye or <3 jV J f ^ 


71/477. "I saw my Lord on the day of the 
departure of the armies, seated on a verdant 
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camel, in front of the people, donning a woolen 
shirt" (Fabricated). 


Note: 

The hadith is to be found in "DhaYl al-Ahadith al-Da'ifa ” and 
has been declared baseless there. 


* 0 

J cJj -vr 

72/478. I saw my Lord in the form of a young 
man with an overflowing beard." (According to 
another report: "I saw my Lord in the form of a 
young beardless man)" - A lie. 

Note: 

The two have been reported in "Al-La 'dli al-Masnu 'a " narrated 
by Ibn 'Abbas. 

Nevertheless. Ibn Sadaqa has said that the narration of Ibn 
Abbas is trustworthy and will be doubted only by a Mu'tazili. 

But, if the hadith is reporting the sighting in a dream then of 
course there can be no controversy over it. Nevertheless, if it is to be 
admitted that the sighting was in full consciousness then, as Ibn 
al-Hammam has argued, it should be understood as theophanic 
illustrative vision (tajalli). An actual representation is an 
impossibility. Further, there are many possibilities of such 
illustration of the Theophanic order, depending on the Qualities to 
be displayed or emphasized. Nonetheless, Allah is beyond a body 
figure, or direction. 
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73/480. "We are returning from a minor Jihad 
(and heading) to a major Jihad." It was asked: 

'What is major Jihad?' He replied, 'Jihad against 
the heart (i.e., the base self)"' - Weak. 

Note: 

' Asqalani has said about this hadith that although it is commonly 
quoted by the masses, it has weakness in its chain of narrators. So is 
the opinion of 'Iraqi. 

^ J jfp\ oJISf a-Ip — V i 

74/502. “The index finger ( sabbctbuh ) of the 
Prophet (saws) was longer than the middle finger" 
(Erroneous). 

Note: 

Although lots of people quote this hadith , it has wrongly been 
understood. It was the second toe of the feet that was longer than the 
big toe as ’Asqalani has clarified. This is also confirmed by the 
hadith in Musnad Ahmed as well as the one in “Data 77” of Bayhaqi 
which pointedly state that it is the second toe that was longer than 
the big toe. 

The error has probably found entry from the fact thsA^sabbabah" 
in Arabic means basically the forefinger of the hand, but by 
implication it can be extended to mean the second toe of the foot. 
Perhaps this is what has happened in the above hadith. 


50 


jjy j) Oi-o JbQJuuA jj Olt 3-03-0 ^ jAi-03 £^3*1 o <jj ij-o (= m > j-ol JJ3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


Jo ji -Vo 


75/512. "Miswak makes a man more eloquent'' 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Saghani has said that the words themselves loudly speak of the 
fabrication of the hadith. 


4jj (g yud\ —VI 


76/ 643. "Poverty is my pride and I take pride 
in poverty" (Fake). 

Note: 

Asqalani has termed this hadith fake. Ibn Taymiyyah calls it a 
lie. 

oir ji ij in /jj. j^g i j 14^,1* oir in gg. ^ _ vv 

LaIj 

77/ 669. "A generous man is beloved of Allah, 
even if he were to be a fasiq, whereas a miser is 
Allah's enemy even if he be an ascetic" (Baseless). 

Note: 

The hadith is baseless meaning-wise because a fasiq is either a 
zalim or an unbeliever. How can Allah love him? 


* 
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78/743. "Had Ibrahim lived he would have 
been a Prophet" (Inauthentic). 

Note: 

The allusion is to the Prophet’s son Ibrahim (who died in 
infancy). Nawawi has said in his “ Tah-dhib ” that the report is 
unreliable. Further, we know that our Prophet (saws) was the final 
prophet. How could his son be a prophet? Nor is it necessary that 
every prophet’s son be a prophet. 


i* - 

79/760. “Backbiting a fasiq is no sin” (Baseless). 


Note: 

Sakhawi has quoted 'Uqayli as saying that the report is baseless. 
In fact, according to Fallas it is a Munkar hadith. Munufi has said 
about it that it rises to the Hasan grade (acceptable with a grudge). 
But most experts are agreed that it is Munkar and fabricated. 

I, (Mulla ' Ali Qari) say that Tabrani has also quoted this hadith 
but its chain is very weak. Hakim’s opinion also coincide^ with that 
of others. 
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80/810. "Neither My earth could 
accommodate Me nor My heavens. It is the heart 
of the believer that accommodated Me" 
(Baseless). 

note: 

The hadith has been quoted in the Ihya ’ as being the words of 
Allah (swt), but as 'Iraqi has said it has no basis, lbn Taymiyyah has 
said that this is one of the Jewish sayings that finds no basis in 
Islamic literature. The same opinion has been expressed in "Dhayl 
al-A hadith. Zarkashi’s opinion is that it has been fabricated by the 
heretics. 


s.la^Jl «.Ua j* Jiaii frUJiJt S'iu — A ^ 

81/817. "The scholar's ink is better than the 
blood of the martyrs" ( Maivdu '). 

Note: 

There are several versions of the hadith but all of them have 
either a liar in the chain or carry some other defect. 


-*• jwUJi -AY 
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82/829. "Rubbing the two eyes with the back 
of the index fingers after the nut'adhdhin has said 
in adhan: "I testify that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah/ and saying the following 
words: 'I (also) testify that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah and His slave. I'm satisfied 
with Allah as the Lord, with Islam as the religion, 
and with Muhammad as the Prophet' - (doing 
and saying this), will, as the Prophet (saws) has 
said, "assure my intercession for him" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Sakhawi has said that the narration does not reach the Prophet at 
all and hence it should be rejected. 

As to the tradition of similar meaning in the book of Sheikh 
Ahmed al-Raddad, the chain of transmitters there has several 
unknown figures. In fact, all the ahadith to this effect are unreliable. 


ill &Jjb\ jJLP ^ ^ ‘tfuT Ja* “A T 

83/835. "Egypt is Allah's choice place on earth. 

No enemy will try to conquer it but Allah (swt) 
will destroy him" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Sakhawi has said that he never came across an authentic hadith 
of this sort, and all the ahadith that are narrated in this connection 
are untrue. 






“At 
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84/854. "He who crossed forty (years of age) 
without his virtues overcoming his evil deeds, 
may prepare himself for the Fire" (Mawdu ') . 

Note: 

Khatib has said that the hadith has signs of spuriousness right on 
its face. 

[It goes against the authentic hadith which says that there is time 
to repent before the sun rises from the west and before one begins to 
gurgle (at the time of death): Au.]. 


Lift & a Uiji, h <a>t *i! «i'i jui j JLi\ & -a® 

llt ^ ji* J* 'Fi ^ ^ yO 

' * ' ' o' O' O' ' 

L ill LiJ' ii »-aJ' ^ 


85/906. "Whoever said while entering the 
market, 'There is no god save Allah. He has no 
partners. For Him is the Sovereignty and praise. 

He gives life and death. In His Hands are all good, 
and He has Power over everything', Allah (slot) 
will write for him one million virtues, will wipe 
off one million evil deeds and raise him in 
Paradise one million ranks" (Inauthentic). 

Note: 

Ibn Qayyim, Ibn Abi Hatim, Dara Qutni, Nasa’i, Darami and Ibn 
Hibban have all expressed their doubts concerning the hadith 
varying from inauthentic to unreliable. 
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-An 


86/909. "He who visited me and my 
progenitor Ibrahim in the same year, will enter 
Paradise" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn Tavmiyyah and Nawawi have declared it fake. Dhahabi adds 
that all the ahadith of this kind suffer one weakness or the other. 


u,/ 51. j#r Ai _AV 

87/924. "He who bore the heat of Makkah 
patiently for an hour wall have Allah distancing 
Jahannum's heat seventy years away from him" 
(Baseless). 

Note: 

Al-'Uqayli has said that the hadith is phoney. But I (Mullah 'AH 
Qari) say it is perhaps Da' if. 


uJ&i *^s ^p -AA 

88/926. "He who prayed behind an scholarly 
and pious (Imam), is like someone who prayed 
behind a prophet" (A fib). 
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INote: 

The report is entirely baseless. 

[The declaration of this hadith as baseless should increases the 
confidence in the trustworthiness of what the scholars of Islam 
declare as trustworthy reports of the Prophet. If self-interest was 
involved in the process of verification, acceptance and rejection, 
surely, this, and several others of this kind that elevate the position 
of scholars and religious personalities, should have been declared 
acceptable. But the problem with the Western world, which casts 
doubts on the trustworthiness of Hadith literature, is not merely of 
prejudice, although it plays a strong role. It is also that of 
unfamiliarity with the principles of Hadith Criticism. The West has 
nothing of this sort in its tradition. Western scholarship is built on 
approximations and closes its eye to the contrarary if a piece of 
information does not fit the preconceived ideas: Au.]. 


j* ‘j* J l c3 Jjf did 

<iSll Jf.b V] dyd jj Ojlaj Jos-'j iilaJl jjj Idd 'jli dj\3j 4~dj 

jsi H 411 tos-f di’jJ of jd ja jr d ^J»i j 

^ cjiJf JytLo j 1^*3^ 
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89/931. "Whoever circumambulated the 
House (of Ka'bah) seven times in the fierce heat of 
summer, without covering his head, shortening 
his steps, in full concentration, looking 
downwards, speaking little but for Allah's 
remembrance, and touched the Black Stone in 
each round, without inconveniencing anybody, 
will have Allah write for him seventy thousand 
good deeds for every step he lifted and put down, 
will forgive his seventy thousand sins, will raise 
him in status by seventy thousand times, will free 
on his behalf seventy slaves of value ten thousand 
Dirham each, and will grant him the power to 
intercede on behalf of seventy Muslims from his 
family or ordinary Muslims. If he wished it would 
be granted to him in this w'orld or, if he so wished, 
would be reserved for him for the Hereafter" (A 
yarn). 

Mote: 

Janadiyy lias reported it through I bn Abbas, and is found in 
“Risahth al-Hascm al-Busri ,” as well as in "Manasik Ibn al-Haqj." 
But, as Sakhawi has said, the report is phoney. 


JL 


jyd-* # y*£- ^ tyty dJJi OtT 


90/953. "He who repeated any of the 
obligatory Prayers he missed earlier on the last 
Friday of the month of Ramadan will have this 
obliterate the Prayers missed in his entire life - up 
to seventy years" (Phoney). 
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Note: 

This is another entirely baseless report. The consensus is that no 
act of worship can write off the missed Prayers of a life-time. 


j 4* j cP^ ' 

91/956. "He who does lots of Prayers in the 
night (i.e., in tahajjiul) will have a beautiful face 
during the day" (Baseless). 


Note: 

All Hadith doctors are of the opinion that this is not a hadith 
rather a saying of Shuraik which he said to Thabit when he paid him 
a visit. 




92/963. "He who has nothing to offer as 
charity may curse the Jews" (Fake). 

Note: 

The report has no basis in narration. 


93/975. "Die before you die" (Unproven). 
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Note: 

This seems to be one of the sufi sayings. 


fa fa fa fa i 


94/992. "Common people follow the religion 
of their rulers" (Rootless). 

Note: 

Sakhawi has said that he does not know a hadith of this meaning. 
1 ' fa lij — ^ o 


95/996. "People are sleeping. When they die, 
they will wake up" (Baseless). 

Note: 

This is a saying of ' Ali ibn Abi Talib (and not a hadith : Au.) 

ofa 

96/1022. "He who masturbates is accursed" 
(Baseless). 

Note: 

That the report is baseless is the opinion of Rahwayh, as noted in 
the footnotes of Al-Manar. 
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ijjju J&-\ ^ v 

^ jt ^ 

97/1023. "He whom I made the guardian of 
my secrets, my successor in my family, and the 
best of those I'm leaving behind - 1 mean ' Ali ibn 
AbiTalib" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Saghani has spoken of its fabrication in his Al-Dur al-Multaqat , 
and my opinion (i.e., Mulla 'Ali Qari) is that this is a fabrication of 
the Shi'ah. 


JjIpj ^ A 

98/1037. "My Ummah's destruction is at the 
hands of the corrupt scholar and the ignorant 
worshiper" (Untraceable). 


Note: 

This is the opinion given in Al-Mukhtasar. 


* % O * ' * * ' * J ' * s 


99/1044. "Do not make ablution at a place 
where you pass urine. Ablution (water) of the 
believer will be weighed along with his good 
deeds" (Baseless). 


Note: 

A story that has no basis in truth. 
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ji u j! ’Jiu'ij Jii j! ^ ' * ' 

100/1054. “Don't look at who said. Look at 
what he said" (Not a hadith). 

Note: 

Suyuti has quoted Sam'ani as saying in his Tarikh that this is a 
statement of ' Ali ibn Abi Talib. 
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PART FIVE 


Selections of weak and fake reports from Albani’s “Silsilah 
Ahadith al-Da'ifah wa al-Mawdu'ah 


Nasiruddin Albani 

Nasiruddin Albani was born in Albania in 1914. When religious 
persecution was let lose there, his father migrated to Syria where 
Albani received his schooling. After the primary schooling, his 
father arranged private tutors for him as was the vogue in scholarly 
families. He studied various Islamic subjects under several scholars 
of repute. He studied Hadith under Sheikh Raghib al-Tabbakh. By 
twenty years of age Albani had taken up the study of Hadith to the 
exclusion of all other disciplines, devoting some 1 2 hours a day to it. 

When the International Islamic University was set up at 
Madinah, the choice of a teacher for Hadith fell on Albani. He taught 
there for 3 years. There he happened to be in the company of the 
great Hadith scholar Shiekh Ahmed Shakir (Egypt). Some of the 
other Shuyukh were Sheikh Abdullah b. Baaz, Sheikh Mustafa 
al-A zami (of Azamgarh, India), Sheikh Yusuf al Qardawi (Egypt), 

Sheikh Muhammad al Gazzali (Egypt) and many others. 

In his subsequent years he taught and worked in various places: 
Jordan, Syria, Beirut, and the Emirates. He finally settled in Jordan 
where he died in the year 1999. 

A prolific writer and researcher, Albani left behind a large 
number of works. He came to be widely known and respected for 
work Silsilah Ahadith al-Da ifah wa al-Mawdu'ah wa Athruha 
al-Sayyifi al-Ummah ” which runs into five volumes. It took the 
Ummah by pleasant surprise and helped in popularization of Hadith. 
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What’s different in Alabani’s treatment is his extensive notes 
giving details of who the authorities were that have treated a certain 
hadith as Da' if (weak) or Mawdu ' (fabricated), and what were the 
reasons behind their opinions. He wrote at length about the ruwwah 
(sing, rawi : narrator or transmitter), as he also mentioned the 
authorities who preserved the report. In addition, he mentioned 
those ahadith that were of the same meaning as one under 
discussion, and which were Sahih (authentic) or hasan (acceptable) 
through some other isnad (chain of narrators) - even if the hadith 
under discussion was not reliable and hence rejected through the 
Isnad mentioned. 
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The Prophet (saws) is alleged to have said: 


J ip ^ j cjiih y jiiJi -AO 

101/1 ''Religion is (the name of) intelligence. 

He who has no intelligence has no religion" 
(Baseless). 

Mote: 

Nasa’i recorded this hadith in his “ AUKuna ” tracing it through 
Abu Malik, Bishr b. Ghalib, Zuhri, Mujamma' b. Jariyyah, ending 
with his uncle. However, Nasa’i’s version is without the first part. In 
any case he declared this hadith as baseless. 

The problem is with Bishr. He was an unknown narrator as 
Dhahabi and Asqalani have said in their works Mizan and Lis an 
al-Mizan. 

Harith b. Usama has recorded no less than thirty ahadith on the 
virtues of intelligence. But Ibn Hajr has said that they are all 
fabricated. Suyuti and Tahir Patni have also declared them 
fabricated. Another collector, Abu Bakr b. Abi Dunya has also 
written a short work on the virtues of intelligence. But, as Ibn 
Qayyim has said, “All the reports pertaining to intellect are lies.” 

SS ji ^ j \ * Y 

102/2 "He whose Prayers do not prevent him 
from the indecent and the reproachful, will not 
find an increase in anything but distancing him 
away from Allah" (Baseless). 
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Note: 

Despite the fact that the hadith is often quoted, it is baseless. 
Tabrani has it in his “ Al-Mujam al-Kabir ” (vol. 3, sheet 1 06, second 
face). Quda'i has it in Musnad al-Shihab (2/43) as well as I bn Abi 
Hatim as taken from him by Ibn Kathir. 

One of the reporters, Layth, who was also known as Abu Salim, 
was declared a not-too-reliable a reporter by Ibn Hajr in his Taqrib 
al-Tah-dhib. He said that although the man was initially known as 
trustworthy, in his later years he committed errors in reporting. 
Iraqi also declared the report weak. 

Ibn Jarir has reported this hadith through another chain, as has 
Imam Ahmed in his “ Al-Zuhd .” But at best the report can be proven 
an authentic statement of Ibn Mas'ud and not as the Prophet’s 
words. Another report carries trustworthy narrators up to Hasan 
al-Busri. But Hasan didn’t attribute it to the Prophet fvmv.v). 

Meaning-wise too, the report is incorrect. So long as a man offers 
his Prayers, properly, sincerely, despite the fact that he commits 
some sins, there is every likelihood of he getting closer to Allah 
(swt) rather than getting away from Him. Ibn Taymiyyah has said 
that if a man dropped out some of the obligations of the Prayers then 
such a Prayer will distance him from Allah. But I (Albani) don’t 
agree with this statement. If a man drops off some of the obligations, 
then he did not offer the Prayer at all. This is not the Prayer that is in 
question. Rather, a Prayer which is complete in all respects. In fact, 
the Prophet was told, “So and so Prays the whole night but steals in 
the morning.” He replied, AHis Prayers will prevent him (from 
theft).” The Prophet didn’t say, “His Prayer will distance him from 
Allah.” In fact, Ibn Taymiyyah himself has said in another place that 
the report is not correct and that one who prays is better than one 
who doesn't and is nearer to Allah, even if he is a corrupt person. 
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103/ 4 "Avoid the dust for the spirit is made 
from it" (Untraceable). 

Note: 

Ibn al-Athir recorded it as a hadith , as has Ibn Sa d in 
“AFTabaqat al-Kubra ” (8/2/198). Another version adds that when 
dust enters into the lung it becomes the spirit. There are at least three 
men in the chain of narrators who are untrustworthy. 

<uip ja -bt 

104/21. "His (Allah's) knowledge of my 
(present) situation is enough of a supplication 
from me" (Baseless). 

Note: 

These words have been attributed to Ibrahim (onv.s) as having 
been said to Jibra’il who appeared before him, as he was about to be 
thrown into the fire by the catapult. He asked him if he could do 
anything for him. Ibrahim (osw$) is reported to have said; “From 
you? Well, nothing.” Jibra’il then suggested, “In that case supplicate 
to your Lord.” It is then that Ibrahim is believed to have said: “His 
knowledge of my (present) situation is enough of a supplication 
from me.” 

But the statement has no basis, as Baghawi’s censure in his tafsir 
of surah al Anbiya\ implies. Ibn ’Iraq reports Ibn Taymiyyah as 
having called it fake. It is actually an Israeli tradition. 

Also, it is no less than a slander against a Prophet whose 
numerous supplications have been recorded in the Qur’an. Some 
ignorant people have probably based their idea on this report when 
they said that “to ask Allah (for something) is to slander Him.” [That 
is, to put forth your need before Allah (swr) is to imply that He is 
unaware of your situation: au.]. These people forget that to 
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supplicate before Allah (swt) is a prayer by itself. A man should 
stretch his begging hand before Allah (svta), it being immaterial 
whether at that moment he has a pressing need or not. Our Prophet 
(saws) has said in a trustworthy hadith, “Supplication is worship,” 
then he recited the following verse: ‘ Your Lord has said , 'Call upon 
Me and I will answer you. Surely those who wax proud against 
service to Me shall enter hell disgraced ’ (40: 60). In another hadith 
reported by Hakim, the Prophet (saws) said: “Allah frowns upon 
those who do not supplicate to Him.” 

: JlS ^ j ci/p o&fj b: Jbi3 c^S O yip 

cJty 0*3 j ^ J C-oUij ^jb 

(l dii! c 4J4\ J 'i! ^ 

*j\ U ci-U? JU3 tdJLJl jliM Lid *i\ wilr’i j! LiJai 
L&Jk U Juki ^ j) j till O yiP lU3 c Jl jlkt Lk*i 

105/25. '"When Adam (asws) had committed 
his sin (in Paradise), he supplicated in words: 
'Lord! I beseech You in the name of Muhammad 
to forgive me/ Allah (swt) asked: 'Adam, how 
could you know Muhammad when I have not yet 
created him?' Adam replied: 'My Lord! When 
you made me with Your hands and blew in me 
the spirit from You, I raised my head and saw 
written on the pillar of the Arsh : "There is no god 
but Allah, (and) Muhammad is His messenger." 

From that I knew that You will not allow a name 
appear next to Yours but that of the most beloved 
to You/ Allah said: 'You spoke the truth Adam. 

He indeed is the most beloved to Me. Ask Me by 
his name and I will forgive you. If not for 
Muhammad, I would not have created you'" 
(MawdiF). 
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Note: 

Hakim, Ibn Asakir and Bayhaqi have reported the above 
through Abul Harith 'Abdullah b. Muslim al Fahri, Isma'il b. 
Maslamah, ' Abd al Rahman b. Zayd b. Aslam, he through his father, 
and he through his father, and, he through Umar b. al Khattab. But, 
although Hakim says it is of trustworthy Isnad (chain of narrators)! 
the othei hcidith collector Bavhaqi says one of the narrators is 
unreliable. Tabrani has also reported it but says, 'We do not know of 
this hadith through any other chain of narrators except this one. 
Haythami says in his Al-Majma that 'although Tabrani has reported 
this hadith, there are some narrators in it who are unknown to me.’ 
But an authority like Dhahabi thinks that the above report is a khabr 
batil (a false report). Hafiz ibn Hajr agrees with him and adds on his 
own unfavorable remarks in his Al-Lisan. Ibn Kathir has also 
mentioned this Kuna in his Tarikh and has expressed the same 
opinion. Ibn Taymiyyah says this hadith is one of those that have 
been rejected. 

All of them, and, in addition, Ali ibn al Madini, have either 
expressed their ignorance of one or the other narrator of this hadith 
or worse, have accused them of distorting the Isnad. 

Moreover, this hadith clashes with another which, although a 
weak one, but in view of the clash of meaning can be used to prove 
the inauthenticity of the hadith under discussion. The other hadith as 
reported by Ibn 'Asakir says, 'When Adam was dropped on Hind 
(from Paradise) he felt uneasy. Jibra’il went down and called the 
adhan, “Allah is Great, Allah is Great, I bear witness that there is no 
god but Allah - twice - and, I bear witness that Muhammad is His 
Prophet - twice.” Adam then inquired who Muhammad was and was 
told, “The last of your sons in the line of Messengers.” Now, as we 
have said this report itself is unreliable. But so far as the Isnad ( chain 
of narration) is concerned it is stronger that the one under 
discussion. One of them therefore, has to be rejected since one says 
Adam came to know of Muhammad in Paradise itself, while the 
other says he came to know of him in Hind. Now, since the second 
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one is comparatively stronger in Isnad terms, although not without 
its own weaknesses, we have no alternative but to reject the first one. 

It must be emphasised though that it has to be rejected primarily 
because authorities like Dhahabi and Ibn Hajr have rejected it. 

[It may be noted that Suyuti has preserved a hadith in his Jami' 
al-Saghir which says that the Prophet said: ' I was a Prophet even the 
while Adam was between his body and soul’ (no. 6424). Explaining 
it Munawi says it must be noticed that he did’nt say 'I was a man,’ or 
that 'I was then present.’ What he meant was that Allah Most High 
had already made decisions about his creation as a prophet - (as He 
would have of many other things).’ 

The point is, this hadith of Munawi cannot be used to prove the 
authenticity of the hadith under question since the decision to create 
does not neccessorily imply that our Prophet’s prophethood was 
also announced in the heavens. Such announcement taking place 
can neither be rejected nor accepted without an authentic report. So 
far as the present hadith is concerned it is rejected not because of 
unlikelihood of the announcement of our Prophet’s apostleship, 
even before the creation of Adam, but because its narrators are 
untrustworthy: Au.]. 


i Coil Ji( l5 1p fly « y^il'j J*' f'y 1 t 

ill Jjbi fly i y^lj LiJJ'j 


106/32. "This world is forbidden unto those 
who are 'next-worldly.' The next world is 
forbidden unto those who are 'this-worldly.' And 
this world as well as the next are forbidden unto 
those who are 'Godly'" (Mawdn ). 
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Note: 

Munawi has rejected this report on grounds that one of the 
narrators happens to be Jaballa b.Sulayman whom Dhahabi has 
mentioned in his difafa (weak narrators). 

Further, how can such a statement be attributed to the Prophet 
Cvtfww) when it clearly goes against the Qur’an which says: “He it is 
who created for you all that is in the earth” (2:29). In another place it 
says, “ Ask them: ' Who has forbidden the adornments of Allah which 
He brought forth for His servants; and the good things of His 
providing? ’ Say: ' These are for the believers in this life and 
exclusively (for them) on the Day of Resurrection'” (7:32). 

The hadith seems to be an ignorant sufi’s making. What the man 
forgot is that the next world is either Paradise or Fire. And, so far as 
the believers are concerned, it is more than sensual pleasures. It is 
also a place of spiritual bliss. One of them is the joy of seeing Allah 
Most High. Says a hadith preserved by Muslim: 'When the people 
of Paradise will have entered Paradise, Allah Most High will ask 
them: "Do you need anything more?” They will reply, “Have you 
not brightened our faces? Have you not made us enter Paradise and 
saved us from the Fire?" Then the veil will be removed and they will 
discoxer that nothing they had been given until then was dearer to 
them than the sight of their Lord. The Prophet then recited the verse: 
"bar those who do good (will be a reward) most fair - and more ” 
( 10 : 26 ). 


-> .v 


107/35. "Let him who said the Adhan, also say 
the Iqmmh" (Baseless). 

Note: 

There is no hadith in words quoted above. However, there is 
another report in Abu Da’ud, Tirmidhi and Abu Na’im (in Akhbar 
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Isbahari) but in different words. However, that has ‘Abdul Rahman 
b. Ziyad the African, tracing it through Ziyad b. Na im Hadrami, 
and he through Ziyad b. Harith Suda’i. 

This latter hadith is weak anyway. It is because of Ziyad the 
African. Tirmidhi himelf rated it weak, as has Baghawi, as also 
Bayhaqi. Sufyan Thawri had also rejeced this hadith. 

Ibn 'Asakir rated it Hasan. But, perhaps he meant the text is of 
that quality. In fact, some of the contemporary scholars have treated 
Ziyad the African as trustworthy. But that’s incorrect. 

The hadith has another version. This one in Tabrani (3/28/2), 
Bayhaqi, ‘Uqayli and others. However, Sa id b. Rashid, the final 
narrator was, according to Ibn Hajr weak. See Talkhis (3/10). Abu 
Hatim al-Razi and Ibn Hibban have counted him among weak 
repoters. Finally, we have Ibn 'Adiyy (1/259) who traces another 
version through Ibn 'Abbas. But Muhammad b. Fadhl b. Atya, a 
narrator, was accused of lying. 

There should be, therefore, no hesitation in calling out the 
Iqamah by someone other than he who said Adhan, if his absense is 
delaying the start of the Prayers. 


Xai ijj’jt jjj ^ ^ . a 

108/ 45. "He who visited the House (of Allah) 
on pilgrimage but did not visit me wronged me" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Dhahabi calls it Mcm>du ', so does Saghani who has preserved it in 
his Al Ahadith at Kfawdu ah. Shawkani reports the same opinion 
coming from Zarkashi and Ibn Jawzi, in his Al F'awa'id al 
Majmu 'ah. 
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Apart from technical reasons, how can one be said to have 
wronged the Prophet, on whom be peace, when visiting his grave is 
only mustahab according to most scholars? 


^ 4 j/) oir jiji y. v, ^ 


109/47. "He who did pilgrimage after my 
death, and then visited my grave is, as if he visited 
me in my life" [MciwdiP). 


Note: 


This report has been recorded by Tabrani in his Al Mu'jam al 
Kabir and in his Awsat, Ibn 'Adiyy in his Kamil, Dara Qutni in his 
Sunan, as well as by Bayhaqi and Salafi. Hafiz Ibn Hajr says about 
about one of the narrators Layth b. Abu Salim that he is matruk al 
hadith (someone whose traditions were abandoned). Ibn Ma' in goes 
a step further and says this man was a liar. So has said Ibn Kharrash 
about him. Bayhaqi, Tabrani and Ibn Adiyy have also expressed 
some reservations about this man. 


It may also be noted that there are many more traditions reported 
of the Prophet (saws) concerning visit to his grave. Subki has 
collected them together in his Shi/a’. But none of them is reliable 
Those interested, may look into Hafiz Ibn 'Abdul Hadi’s AlSarim al 
Manki for further discussions. 


Ibn Taymiyyah has rightly pointed out in his Al Qa'idah al 
Jalilah that most of the traditions about the visit to the Prophet’s 
grave are unreliable and therefore have not been reported by any of 
the respected muhaddithin such as the six well-known compilers. 


ly 


j *1 > 4A* jr j ui^f y V, _ n 
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110/49. "He who visited the graves of his 
parents, or one of them every Friday, will have all 
his sins forgiven; and will be counted among the 
pious" (. Mazvdu '). 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded the above in his Al Saghir as well as in his 
AlAwsat with a note that this tradition has not been narrated except 
through this particular chain of narrators. Al 'Uqaili has said about 
one narrator that he is Matruk (not related through). Ahmed has 
accused him of lies. So does Ibn 'Adiyy who adds that all his 
narratives are unreliable. 


111/55. "Fast-paced walk drives out a 
believer's dignity" (Munkar). 

Note: 

This statement has been recorded by various collectors of hadith 
such as Abu Na'im, Abu Sa'd al-Malini, Khatib, Ibn 'Adiyy, 
Al-Wahidi, Al-Tha'labi and others, through various asanid (chains 
of narration), ending with either Abu Hurayrah, Ibn ' Amr, Anas or 
Ibn 'Abbas. But all of the chains consist of one or the other narrator 
who is either unreliable, unknown, of doubtful bearing, or a liar 
altogether. The only hadith expert of authority who has reported this 
hadith is Suyuti in his Jami\ But he has also coded it Da'if. 
Munawi, his commetator, expresses greater doubts in the reliability 
of one or more narrators. Many others have expressed same feelings. 
Bukhari for instance rejects more than one narration for various 
reasons. Dhahabi says about one such line of narration that it is a 
hadith Munkar (a strange report). He rejects another line saying that 
a narrator there used to lie, and quotes Ibn 'Adiyy and Dara Qutni in 
support of his verdict. Hafiz Ibn Hajr rejects yet another line on 
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another ground. So does Ibn Hibban. To sum up, although this 
hadith has been widely and variously quoted, not one is free of 
blemish. At best the hadith is Mawquf (that is, a report going up to a 
Companion and no further). It could well be a saying of Zuhri but 
attributed to the Prophet (saws) by error. 

Apart from technical defects, there are other reasons why this 
report has to be rejected. Firstly, it opposes the sunnah of our 
Prophet (saws). Tirmidhi reports of him in his “ Shama’il ” that he 
used to walk at a quick pace. Imam Ahmed reports (hadith no. 
3035): “When he walked, he walked in a surge: a walk in which 
there was no sluggishness.” There are other reports which support 
this. 

Of the second caliph, Umar, it is reported that he too used to 
walk at a fast pace. This is reported in “ Tabaqat al-S'ad .” 

Probably this hadith has been the making of or popularized by 
the ascetics of Islam who believe that one should walk slowly, 
lazily, as if he is sick. But this is not the purport of the Qur’an when it 
says: “ The slaves of the Beneficent are those who walk upon the 
earth modestly ” (Alfurqan:6 3). Says Ibn Kathir in his tafsir, 
Modestly’: that is, with dignity, grace, self-respect and not with 
pride, and arrogance. Allah Most High said: "And walk not in the 
earth exultant (Bani Israel:31), which means, again, not to walk in 
pride and haughtiness. The believers, as against the unbelievers, 
conduct themselves humbly, and without conceit. It is not meant by 
the verse of Al-Furqan that they walk, in hypocrisy and deception, 
slowly, like the sick. When the Prophet (som') walked he used to 
bend forward, as if the earth had been folded a little for him, 
(according to some reports: as if he was walking down a hill’: Au.). 
In fact some scholars of old disapproved of a walk that belied 
weakness. It is reported of Umar that he saw a young man walking 
very slowly. He asked, “What’s wrong with you? ’’Are you sick?" 
When the man said, “No,” 'Umar raised his whip at him and ordered 
him to walk firmly." 

[With due respects to Albani’s comment, it might be added that 
as much as the ascetics, the report could as well have proud Arab 
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origin who, very particular about their aristocratic gait, believe that 
walking at a fast pace is below their dignity: Au.]. 


\j&- JLjd \ \ 


112/56. "If not for women, Allah would have 
been worshipped in the manner deserving of 
worship, deserving of worship" (Maivdu'). 

Note: 

This report has come to us through two chains of transmission. 
One of them has 'Abd al-Rahim who was untrustworthy. Bukhari 
goes one step further to say that this man stands rejected altogether 
fMatruk). Ibn Main says he was a liar. Ibn al-Jawzi counts this 
report among the spurious ones. He rejects another transmitter, 
Muhammad b. 'Imran as unreliable. But Ibn al-Jawzi was slightly 
confused about this second man. He was not the Muhammad b. 
'Imran the Hamdani that he thought. The man under discussion was 
Muhammad b. 'Imran the Akhnasi, about whom Bukhari has also 
passed some unwholesome remarks in his “Tarikh al-KabirP 

The second chain of transmission has the wording: “If not for 
women, men would have entered Paradise (without any difficulty).” 
It has also been differently worded. At the second level of 
transmission falls Bishr who, according to Suyuti, stands rejected. 
But Ibn ‘Iraq’s verdict is that the man was a liar. 

[Obviously the hadith is of the making of those who have been 
influenced by Christian theology which treats woman as the devil 
incarnate. It has been popularly accepted as true - even if not as a 
hadith - by those who, by their own choice, or by reasons beyond 
their control, haven’t had their share of family life. Those too will 
happily accept such shallow truism who have not learned to control 
their passions, and breaking the bounds of Islam, in measures 
known to themselves, must look for a scape goat. Finally, these and 
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similar treatment of women are by those who look upon them as a 
sex object. She is more than that. How can they forget those ahadith 
which promise Paradise to those who take good care of two or three 
daughters until they grow up and are married off? Again, what better 
way is there for a man to enter Paradise than through service 
rendered to a woman - his mother - as emphasized by various 
Prophetic statements? Finally, if we remember the hadith which 
speaks about various means of sadaqah (charity) including a man’s 
passion spent with a woman in a lawful way, then even the so-called 
sex-object can lead to Paradise: Au.] 


1 -HT 


113/57. "Disagreement among my Ummah is 
(a source of) mercy" (Untraceable). 


Note: 


Many traditionists have tried to trace the chain of narration of 
this report, but without success. Suyuti was therefore forced to 
conclude in Ins Jamf that: “Probably the hadith had been recorded 
m one of those works that have been lost.” Such a statement is 
unacceptable to us since this Ummah has well preserved all the 
ahadith. Hence Munawi quotes Subki as saying that this hadith has 
no basis at all. It is neither Sahih, Da' if nor Mawdu'. Sheikh 
Zakariyyah Ansari agrees with him in his “Tqfsir Baidawi.” 


Moreover, according to the scholars such a conjecture is not 
acceptable because meaning-wise also it is wrong. For, as Ibn Hazm 
has said in his Al-Ihkamfi al-Ahkam , if disagreements are a cause of 
mercy, surely agreements would be a cause of anger. 


[As pointed out this hadith falls in no category - neither Sahih nor 
a ij, and it it is known as one, that opinion must be combated Yet 
taken as a general statement, it seems to carry some some truth'. For,’ 
it differences (in opinion) are based on scholarly reasons, then such 
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differences prove to be a source of rahmah. When some people 
differ over an issue, their disagreement leads scholars to fresh 
research, bringing out some fine works in its wake. Thus, 
differences lead to scholarly activities. It is such differences as lead 
to divisions that are reprehensible: Au.]. 


114/58. “My Companions are like stars: 
whichever of them you followed, you will be 
rightly guided" ( Mawdu '). 

Note: 

This hadith has also been variously narrated but all of them carry 
technical defects. The one quoted here has a narrator Salam b. 
Sulayman who is known as a transmitter of spurious ahadith. There 
are others in the chain that are unreliable. 

Also we know that all the Companions of the Prophet were not of 
the same intellectual or scholarly caliber. They differed in how 
much they learned from the Prophet. Further, they differed with 
each other over many issues: sometimes opinion of one of them 
diagonally opposed to that of others. How can then one follow 
anyone of them and feel assured that he is on the right? 

[Note: The Companions of the Prophet (saws) hold a very 
important place in Islam. They understood Islam and lived by it in a 
manner that no other people did. They have left an example that will 
not be surpassed. Their status is such that Allah Most High declared 
in the Qur'an: “ Allah is pleased with them as they are pleased with 
Him ” (5:119). And the Prophet (saws) said: “Leave alone my 
Companions. You will not attain their status, even if you spent gold 
equal to Mount Uhud.” In another hadith he said: “Hold fast unto my 
sunnah and the sutmah of the Rightly Guided Caliphs.” There are 
many other ahadith which speak of their merits. Hence we are 
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required to respect them as a whole and not criticize anyone of them 
by name or even by implication. That has been the practice of the 
scholars of the Ummah throughout the ages, and that should be our 
attitude also. Yet we know, as Albani has pointed out, that there are 
grades among them: both in knowledge as well as in practice. Some 
had accepted Islam earlier while others did late. Some received 
direct training from the Prophet (savr.y) and had drawn his special 
attention, while others had not, which explains why they differed 
among themselves. Therefore, although many of them can be 
followed in many matters, not everyone can be followed blilndly. So 
far as their opinions are concerned, thejurists are in agreement that it 
is their consensus - especially that of the four “Rightly Guided 
Caliphs” - that is binding (wajib) on the Ummah. As for individual 
opinions, we are free to take what we think suits our circumstances 
and leave what does not, without passing any remark that will smack 
of disrespect: au.] 


Vj Lhjf- j \ ) o 

115/66. "He who understood his self, 
understood his Lord" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Abu Muzaffar b. Sam'ani says this tradition does not reach up to 
the Prophet (saws). So is the opinion of Nawawi. Suyuti mentions 
Nawawi’s opinion in “Dhayl al-Mawdu'at ,” and approves of it. 
Sheikh Qari counts it among the spurious ones and reports Ibn 
Taymiyyah as saying: “Ferozabadi, the famous lexican (of India), 
says that many a people regard this as a hadith while it cannot be 
proven as one. 

What is regrettable is that some people have even written 
booklets explaining this hadith. This is what happens when they not 
remain in touch with this science. 
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[With due respect to Albani, we might point out that according to 
Mullah ' Ali Qari, the hadith is, in fact weak. But he thinks textually 
it is correct. It is said that he who admitted ignorance, will gain an 
understanding of his Lord, he who knew that he is ephemeral, will 
know the true meaning of his Lord’s Evelasting Quality, and he who 
knew his weakness, will know the Powers of His Lord: Au.]. 


(1 (Ju< 'J j*ll) j J*J') — t j \'} \j* ~ ' n 

116/67. Whoever recited the chapters Al-Sharh 
(no. 94) and Al-Fil (no. 105) in the fajr prayers will 
not suffer an eye-sore" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Sakhawi says on page 200: “The hadith is baseless - it making no 
difference whether by the 'fajr prayers’ it is the fard (obligatory) 
prayer that is meant or the sunnah (non-obligatory) prayers. That is 
because it goes against the Prophet’s own practice in this regard.” 


He was referring’ says Albani, to the Prophet’s sunnah of 
reciting the 109th and the 1 12th chapters in the fajr sunnah , and of 
sixty verses or more in the fard from any other chapter. 

* * t 

O' J ^ \ : jp JjS* j *L ***A ^ y V 
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117/73. "Rubbing of the two eyes with the 
back of the index fingers at the time the 
mu'adhdhin says I bear witness Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah/ assures the Prophets's 
intercession" (Inauthentic). 

note: 

Daylami has recorded this report in his “ Musnad al-Firdaws ” 
tracing it through Abu Bakr. But Ibn Tahir says in his Al-Tadhkirah, 
“It is inauthentic.” Shawkani has the same thing to say in his 
Al-Ahadith al-Mawduah (p.9). And so says Sakhavi in his 

Al-Maqasid. 

Mulla ' Ali Qari’s collection also has this report. See no. 82/829 
in this collection. 


^ ill ii -n a 


118/77. "There isn't any Mahdi but Isa" 

( Munkar ). 

Note: 

Ibn Majah (2/495), Hakim (4/441), Ibn 'Abdul Barr in his Jcitni' 
al-'Ilm (1/155), Abu Arnr al-Dani in his Al-Sunan al-Waridah fi 
al-Fitan (Vol.3/3/2, 4/9/1 and 5/22/2) and Al-Salafi in his u Al- 
Tuyurat" (1/62), have reported this hadith through Khalid al-Jundi 
al-Aban b.Saleh, he through Al-Hassan and he through Anas in 
words: “Affairs will not get but more and more overbearing; the 
world is not but in retreat; people are not but avaricious; the Hour 
will not be called but upon the most wicked of the people; and there 
is no Mahdi but 'Isa the son of Maryam.” But Dhahabi says in his 
Al-Mizan that it is a Munkar report. Saghani has counted it among 
the fabricated ones. So has judged Shawkani in his Al-Ahadith al- 
Mawdu'ah (p. 1 95). And Suyuti reports Qurtubi from his 
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Al-Tadkirah that, “Its chain of transmission has weaknesses. 
Moreover, other ahadith which tell us of the Mahdi being an 
offspring of his daughter Fatimah (ra) are stronger.” Ibn Hajr seems 
to be also subscribing to this view in his Al-Fath. 

This hadith has been used by the Qadiyanis to prop up and 
promote the cause of Mirza Ghulam Ahmed Qadiyani who first 
claimed he was the Mahdi. Later he claimed that he was the awaited 
Isa and that there will be no Mahdi but Isa himself. Of course, he 
used this hadith to argue in his own favor. The claim appeared to be 
truthful to many who were ignorant of their religion. Much has been 
written to combat this new evil and of special value is the booklet 
written by Syed Abul A'ala Mawdudi. 

[Subsequently Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi wrote on the topic dealing 
with the issue in a more thorough manner: Au.|. 

It may be noted though that one ot the phrases ot the hadith 
quoted above (in the notes) is authentic. It has come to us through 
many sources such as Muslim and Ahmed with Abdullah b. Mas ud 
as the narrater. And that authentic phrase is: I he I lour will not be 
called but upon the most wicked of the people. ’ 

[What is meant by this last phrase is that the Hour will not be 
called but when the earth is inhabited b\ the most w icked ot the 
people. 

And, in the Science of Hadith a Mimkar tradition is one in which 
there is a narrator in the chain of narrators who clashes with another 
in the substance of the report. In addition, he is less reliable than 
another who may not be so reliable as the standard expectation 
( thiqah ) but at least more trustworthy than the former. Also see the 
definition of shadh which will not only make clear the difference but 
also help in fixing the meaning of the two: Au.]. 
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119/78. "Left-over (drink) of a believer is a 
cure" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Says Al-Sheikh Ahmed al-Ghazzi al-'Amiri: “This is no hadith 
at all.” Sheikh al-'Ajlawi also agrees with him in his Kashf al-Khifa ' 
(vol. 1 ,p.458). As for Sheikh ' Ali Qari saying that it is a Sahih hadith 
so far as its meaning goes, because of another hadith that Dara Qutni 
has quoted in his Al-ljrad which says: “It is a sign of humbleness to 
drink from the left-over of a believer.” Weil, even if this latter hadith 
can be proved to be authentic, the conclusion is unfounded. For, 
even if it is a sign of humbleness to drink from the left-over of a 
believer, how does it prove that it is a cure? The two are speaking of 
different things. And one of our popular proverbs describes this 
situation well. It says: “Put up the roof before you start decorating 
it” That is, when you do not have a roof, you cannot decorate it! 

1 here is another hadith on this topic which is as follows. 
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120/79. "It is a sign of humbleness that a man 
should drink from the left-over of his brother. He 
who drank from the left-over of his brother, 
seeking to please Allah, will be raised in the 
heaven by seventy ranks, will have seventy evils 
erased from his record, and will have seventy 
ranks written in his name" (Fabricated). 
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Note: 

Ibn Jawzi has placed it in his “ Mawdu'at” through Dara Qutni, 
who quotes on the authority of Nuh b. Abi Maryam, he through Ibn 
Jurayj, he through 'Ata and he through Ibn 'Abbas. Says Ibn Jawzi 
after stating this hadith : “Nuh is the sole narrator, and he is a rejected 
transmitter.” Suyuti however does not agree with Ibn Jawzi, and 
thinks that the hadith related through another chain consisting of 
' Ali Muhammad b. Hatim, Ja'fer b. Muhammad al-Haddad Qoomi, 
Ibrahim b. Ahmed al-Bakhly, Hassan b. Rashid al-Muruzi, Abu 
Jurayj, and through Muruzi three more transmiters, is reliable, 
except that there is (merely) some “weakness” in Muruzi. 

But that’s not correct since this man Al-Hassan al-Muruzi is a 
“ Munkar al-hadith .” That’s the opinion of Ibn Abi Hatim in his 
“ Al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil .” Al-'Uqayli reports another hadith of 
Al-Muruzi and then gives his opinion that “His hadith is 
misconstrued. He used to relate rejected ahadithP 

The hadith in question is also quoted by A1 Sahami al-Jurjani in 
his “ Tarikh Jurjan and adds that his own master Abu Bakr 
al-Isma'ili used to say that both Ibrahim b. Ahmed and Hassan b. 
Rashid are unknown transmitters. 

In the face of these statements, Ibn Jawzi saying that Hassan b. 
Rashid is merely a weak transmitter is incorrect. Especially so when 
Shawkani follows up saying: “Dara Qutni has recorded it, but one of 
the narrators stands rejected.” 

I (Albani) may also add that this person Nuh was a learned man, 
but unrliable in narration. In fact Abu 'Ali Nisapuri says about him 
that he was a liar (in hadith). Abu Sa' id Naqqash adds that he used to 
transmit fabrications. Hakim said about him: “He was a learned man 
who had been given a good amount of knowledge in every branch 
but unfortunately he made blunders in hadith .” Ibn Hibban has the 
same opinion of him, and Hafiz Burhanuddin has mentioned his 
name among those who were accused of transmitting fake 
traditions. 
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Subsequently I came across another weakness. It is in the person 
of Ibn Jurayj. Says Imam Ahmed about him: “Some of the traditions 
that Ibn Jurayj transmitted were fake reports. That is, it didn’t matter 
to him from whom he took a hadith. (That is, he passed reports 
further on without checking his sources).” 

Dara Qutni also warns us about Ibn Jurayj saying that he used to 
jump one transmitter (i.e, he used to relate from someone from 
whom he had not heard directly: what is known as tadlis in hadith 
terminology). 

[Many people have accepted the hadith as reliable. In fact they 
drink from the same bowl on purpose, in order to gain rewards 
promised in these rejected traditions. In some circles some more 
virtues have been added to the list by the zealots. All this of course 
cannot go uncriticized. 

In contrast, there are people who adopt the other extreme attitude 
of never drinking the left-over of a brother or eating from a plate in 
which many hands fall. They believe diseases are transmitted in this 
manner. This is the result of alien influence, and obviously they 
need to learn a little about how germs travel. Otherwise we know 
that no less a person than the Prophet himself used to drink the 
left-over of others, and ate from the same plate as others. In fact 
during his time - as in many parts of the Arab world even today - 
seperate plates were not served for each individual. Everyone ate 
with their hands and out of one large plate. These practices remove a 
lot of barriers and bring people closer: Au.]. 


jJj JA - > Y \ 

121/80. "The Mahdi will be from the sons of 
'Abbas my uncle" (Fabricated). 
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Note: 

Dara Qutni has brought it in his Al-lfrad, through Muhammad b. 
Walid al-Qurashi, Asbat b. Muhammad Wasila b. Sulayman 
al-Wasti, Sulayman al-Taymi, Qatadah, Sa id b. al-Musayyib, 
'Uthman b. 'Affan. After tracing the narrators he adds: “The report 
is Gharib because of Muhammad b. al-Walid al-Qurashi. But, 
actually, this person had been accused of lying. Says Ibn Adiyy 
about him: ”He used to fabricate traditions." Ibn Aruba thinks he 
was a liar. 

One of the apparent signs of fabrication of this hadith is that 
another trustworthy report contradicts this one. It has been reported 
by Abu Da’ud, Ibn Majah, Al-Hakim. Abu Amr al-Dani, a^d 
Al-'Uqayli. It is narrated by a chain consisting of Ziyad b. Bayyan, 
' At i b. Nufayl, Sa id b. Musayyib. and Umm Salamah. It says: 
“Al-Mahdi will be from my family - through Fatimah.” 


y..'gri Os. j ip - U r 


122/115. "Digest your food with the 
remembrance of Allah and with salah um salnm on 
me. And do not sleep over it lest your hearts get 
hardened" (Fabricated). 


Note: 

Ibn Nasr has recorded it in his “ Qiyctm al-Layl ,” 'Uqayli in his 
“ Ad-Dn'afa Ibn Adiyy in his “Kamil," Abu Nu'aym in his 
“Akhbar al-Asbahan," and Ibn as-Saniyy in his “'Antal al-Yawm wa 
al-Laylah," all of them through Bazaiyya' b. Khalil, he through 
Hisham b. Urwah, he through his father and he through A’isha. 
But the report is fabricated. 'Uqayli himself comes out with 
criticism of Bazaiyya'. And, after quoting this and several others of 
his narrations, Ibn 'Adiyy says, “All these ahadith are weak and no 
one has transmitted them further.” 
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Dhahabi says in his Al-Mizan that the man stands accused 
( muttaham ), and I bn Hibban says the man comes up with seemingly 
reliable reports from trustworthy transmitters but which in actual 
fact are fabrications. Hakim has the same opinion of the man. 

* * * j ^ 

£ j-Aj $. 4 jAju i \ t T 


123/125. "Bad manners will not be forgiven 
and distrust is an evil that spreads" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Al-Ghazali has used it in his “ Al-Ihya Apart from other 
weaknesses, the hadith goes against the Qur’an itself which says; 
“Allah will not forgive that partners be ascribed unto Him, but will 
forgive other sins of whosoever He will.” 

Subki has also quoted this hadith in his “ TabaqaF in a book that 
he wrote on those traditions of Al-Ihya ’ which have been narrated 
without the Isnad. Another of the same meaning follows. 
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124/126. "There isn't a thing for which there is 
no repentance except for the ill-mannered person. 
This kind of man does not repent for a sin but 
returns with one worse than the previous one" 
(Fabricated). 
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Note: 

Tabrani narrates this report in his Al-Mujam al-Saghir , through 
'Amr b. Jumai', Yahya b. Sa'id al-Ansari, Muhammad b. Ibrahim 
al-Taymi, his father and, finally, ' A’isha. Then he remarks: “No one 
has narrated this hadith from Yahya but Amr. And the fact is that 
the tradition is most likely to be a fabricated one because of this man 
ibn 'Amr. Naqqash has said about him that all his traditions are fake. 
Ibn 'Adiyy has roughly the same opinion of the man. Hafiz 
al-Haythami calls him a liar. Suyuti also mentions this hadith and 
rejects it, as does Al-' Iraqi. 
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125/127. "A prayer (salah) with the turban on, 
is twenty -five times better than one without it. 

And a Friday-prayer offered with the turban is 
seventy times better than the one offered without 
it. Angels descend for the Friday prayers 
turbaned, and keep chanting peace for the 
turbaned until sunset" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Ibn Najjar has recorded it on the authorities of Muhammad b. 
Mahdi Al-Muruzi, Abu Bishr b. Sayyar Al-Ruqi, Al-'Abbas Ibn 
Kathir Al-Ruqi and Yezid b. Abu Habib. The last mentioned says, 
‘''Mahdi b. Maymun told me: 'I entered upon Salim b. 'Abdallh b. 

Umar who was tying his turban. When he saw me he said, There 
Abu Ayyub! May I not narrate a hadith to you that you w ill like (to 
hear), to carry and to narrate it to others?’ I said, ' Why not?’ He said. 
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I entered upon Abdallah ibn Umar while he was tying his turban. 
He said, 'My son! Let the turban be dear to you. You will be 
respected, honored and well-received. And Satan will not see you 
but will run away from you. I heard the Prophet (sows) say, ... and 
then he narrated the above hadith." 

Ibn Hajr writes in his "Lisan Al-Mizan," page 1 10: “I didn’t find 
Al-' Abbas ibn Kathir mentioned either in ” Al-Ghuraba " of Ibn 
Y unus, or in its appendix prepared by Ibn Tahhan. As for Abu Bishr 
b. Sayyar, he is also not mentioned in the “ Al-Kuna ” of Abu Ahmed 
Al-Hakim. Neither do I know Muhammad b. Mahdi Al-Muruzi, nor 
yet Mahdi b. Maymun who reports this hadith from Salim b. 

Abdallah. By the way, this man is not the same Mahdi b. Maymun 
Al-Busri whose narrations Bukhari and Muslim have recorded. 
Also, I couldn’t find out just who is responsible for this hadith. 
Suyuti has of course mentioned this hadith in his ' Dhayl Al-Ahadith 
al-Mawdu'ah.'" 

Ibn Jawzi has however mentioned this hadith in his “Jami' 
Al-Sahih.” But its commentator added in his notes on the authority 
of Ibn Hajr that this is a fabricated report. Mulla ' Ali Qari has also 
mentioned it in his “ Mawdu at and reports Manufi as of opinion 
that this hadith is “baseless.” 

[Albani then presents two more ahadith , no. 128 and 129, that 
promise manifold rewards for wearing turban and then adds: “I have 
no doubt at all that these three ahadith are fabrications.... The most 
that can be said in favor of the turban is that it is mustahab 
(desirable). It is the influence of ahadith of this kind that we see 
people trying to cover their heads with a cap or a piece of cloth 
during prayers. 

“The interesting thing to note is that some people shave their 
beards but attach great importance to covering their heads during the 
prayers. This is because they imagine that this is of greater 
importance in Islam. It is observed for instance that if they have to 
chose between a bearded but uncapped man and a clean-shaven but 
capped person for leading in the prayers, they will chose the latter. 
Do you see how they reverse the preferance? They legalize that 
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which is prohibited and treat as obligatory that which is just 
desirable. 

“Again, turban (or a cap: au.) that is recommended in Islam is to 
be desirably worn at all times and not only during the salah . It is not 
a thing that is to be worn for a few moments inside the mosque and 
then thrust into the pocket as one comes out. A Muslim needs these 
more outside than inside the mosques since they serve the identity 
purposes, especially in these times when it is hard to distinguish 
between Muslims and non-Muslims making it hard for one to judge 
whom to greet and whom not.”] 


✓ 


126/160. ''Love the Arabs for three reasons: I 
am an Arab, the Qur'an is in Arabic and the 
language of the people of Paradise is Arabic" 

(. Mawdu v ). 

Note: 

Hakim has listed this report in his “ Al-MustadraF ’ (p. 16 1-162), 
'Uqayli in his “ Al-Du'afa m (327) and Tabrani in his “Al-Kabir ” 
(3/122/1), “ Al-Awsat ” as well as in his “ Al-Fawa'idF Bayhaqi 
reports it in his “ Shu ' ab Al-ImanP Wahidi in his Tafsir and others in 
other books. All of them trace the hadith through Al-' Ala’ b. 'Amr 
al-Hanafi, Yahya b. Yezid al-Ash'ari, Ibn Jurayj, Ata’, and Ibn 
'Abbas. 

There are many weaknesses in the hadith . First, the presence of 
Al-'Ala, about whom Dhahabi said in his Al-Mizan that this is a 
rejected transmitter. Ibn Hibban says about him that he should not be 
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cited as a reliable narrator. Abu Hatim says about him that he was a 
liar. Second, Yahya b. Yezid is also untrustworthy. Ibn Ma'in says 
the man was “weak.” Ibn Numayr said about him that the man was 
not worth a date. And third, the presence of Ibn Jurayj about whom 
Ahmed’s opinion is that the man didn’t care where he took his 
ahadith from (narrating from everyone, without cheking the 
authenticity). 

Ibn Jawzi and Suyuti also reject this hadith on various grounds. 
Ibn Taymiyyah mentioned this hadith in his “Al-Sirat Al-Mustaqim” 
and noted, “The hadith is baseless.” There is another hadith of 
similar meaning which is as follows. 


4-dr' J-&' OLJj oT jiihj y YV 


127/161. "I am an Arab, the Qur'an is in Arabic 
and the language of the people of Paradise is 
Arabic" (MaivdiP). 

Note: 

Tabrani has brought it in his “ AwsaF citing Sa'dah b. Sa'd, 
Ibrahim b. Al-Mundhir, 'Abdul 'Aziz b. 'Imran, Shibl b. 'Ala’, his 
father, his grandfather, and Abu Hurayrah as the narrators. But 
Suyuti says after quoting this hadith in his “ Al-Laali ” that 
according to Ibn Adiyy, Shibl b. Ala’ used to relate strange 
ahadith. Again, Al-Haythami says about another narrator, 'Abdul 
Aziz b. Imran, that he is a rejected narrator. Ibn Ma'in and 
A 1- Hafiz al-' Iraqi also express their doubts about this narrator. 

What adds up to the suspicion that the hadith is fake is that it 
expresses the Prophet’s pride on being an Arab. This is so 
un-Islamic. Says Allah in His holy Book: “The most noble of you in 
the sight of Allah is the One who is the most God-fearing.” And the 
Prophet (saws) himself said in a hadith Sahih that an Arab has no 
superiority over a non- Arab.... except by piety." In fact, the Prophet 
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(saws) has strongly prohibited us from priding over our origins. Said 
he in a hadith reported by Abu Da’ud and Tirmidhi: “Allah the Most 
Glorious has removed from you all pride based on race and ancestry. 
People are from Adam, and Adam was from clay. Now there are 
(two kinds of people): either pious believers or the corrupt and 
wretched ones. Lo! Either you stop priding over people who are the 
coals of Hell-fire or you will be less worthier in the sight of Allah 
than the dung-beetle that combats the stink with its mouth.” 

When such are the statements of the Prophet (saws) about racial 
pride, how can we expect him to say what the hadith in question 
states? 

[Also note that there are some other problems that arise if it is to 
be trusted. Among the Arabs are a large number of atheists, 
secularists, Jews and Christians. If it is said that it is the Muslim 
Arabs that are meant, the question is, aren’t we required to love the 
Muslims anyway: Au.]. 


j J3 o J^\ cJ3 131 T A 


128/163. "If the Arabs are disgraced, Islam 
will be disgraced" (i Mawdu v ). 

Note: 

Abu Nu'aym has recorded this report in his “Akhbar Asbahan” 
(vol.2, p.340) tracing it through Mansur ibn Abi Muzahim, 
Muhammad b. al-Khattab, 'Ali b. Zayd, Muhammad b. 
Al-Munkadir, Jabir, and he from the Prophet (sows). Ibn Abi Hatim 
says in his “ Al-'IlaF : “I asked my father about the hadith 
transmitted by Mansur ibn Abi Muzahim, he said: 'The hadith is 
fake. It has no basis.’” 

And I (Albani) say: The hadith has two defects. First, in the 
person of Muhammad b. Al-Khattab. Ibn Abi Hatim says in his 
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“ Al-Jarh ” (3/2/264), “I asked my father about this man and he said 
that he did’nt know him.” And, it is stated in “ Al-Mizan ” that the 
man, (i.e., Muhammad b. Al-Khattab), used to relate strange reports. 
This hadith has been cited as an example. Al-Hafiz also accepts this 
opinion but notes that according to Ibn Hibban the man was reliable. 
Nonetheless, I would like to say that in the face of so many other 
verdicts, we cannot accept the approval of Ibn Hibban. 

The second shortcoming in the hadith is in the person of 'Ali b. 
Zayd. He is the same person as Ibn Jad'an, and I have already 
written about him elsewhere. 

As for Al-Haythami’s comment in “ Al-Majma '” that, “Abu 
Ya'la has related this hadith through Muhammad ibn Al-Khattab, 
whom Al-Azadi and others have called weak but Ibn Hibban has 
declared trustworthy, and that the rest of the transmitters are 
reliable," I must point out that Ibn Jad'an is not trustworthy. In fact 
Munawi is also mistaken in his Sharh Jami Al-Saghir when he says 
that the hadith is Sahih while the original compiler Suyuti himself 
had called it Da' if. Relying upon this opinion Syyid Rashid Rida had 
also quoted in his paper “ Al-Manar ” that Abu Ya'la records this 
hadith through trustworthy tramsmitters. 

Later, I happened to see Hafiz al-'Iraqi’s “ Mahajjat al-Qurabfi 
Fadl al-Arab ” wherein after citing this hadith he comments on Abu 
Ya la transmission through Abu Mansur in words: “I have already 
commented on Muhammad b. Al-Khattab b. Jubayr b. Hibbah in 
earlier part of this work. As for 'Ali b. Zayd b. Jad'an, there is 
difference of opinion over him, although Muslim has transmitted 
through him in ' Al-Mutabi'at wa Shawahid Al-'Iraqi then adds 
that because of the fact of some muhaddithun recording his ahadith, 
so far as this transmitter’s “personality” is concerned, it cannot be 
said that it is obscure. 

But I (Albani) would like to add that although the “personality” 
of the man is not obscure, but his “credentials” remain obscure. All 
said, the hadith remains daif according to Al-' Iraqi. It was this 
writing in fact that led me to doubt the authenticity tag given to it by 
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Munawi (the commentator of Suyuti’s JamF Saghir) while Suyuti 
himself had coded it as Daif. 

Further, the weakness in the hadith is apparent from its meaning 
also. For Islam’s glory, its repute and its honor is not dependent on 
the power and strength of the Arabs. That can be achieved without 
them also, as it happened during the Ottomon period, especially at 
the beginning of their reign when Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala gave 
glory to Islam through them so that Islam penetrated right upto the 
heart of Euorope. But when the Ottomons began to discard Islamic 
Laws replacing them with those of the European ones, (exchanging 
the lowly for the lofty), their power and influence declined in those 
areas, until they lost political power in their own country. Today all 
that remains is but a little of those appearances that are indicative of 
their Islam of past times! With their fall, the whole of the Ummah 
suffered great humiliation. The enemies of this Ummah entered into 
their lands and colonized them all, but for small patches of lands 
here and there. Now the situation is that although they have been 
able to get rid of the colonizers, they remain their slaves in many 
ways. In any case, the point is that Islam gains or loses its glory, 
repute and honor with that of its adherents, be they Arabs or 
non- Arabs. And, as a hadith says, there is no superiority of the Arabs 
over the non-Arabs except by piety. 

That said, it might be pointed out that as a race and a nation Allah 
subhanahu wa ta ' ala has preferred the Arabs over all other races (by 
virtue of having raised His last Prophet among them). This is my 
opinion although I am an Albanian myself. This is also the opinion 
of the ahal al-sunnah wa al-Jama'ah, It has its basis in various 
ahadith reported on the subject. One of them says: “From the sons of 
Ibrahim, Allah chose Isma'il, from his sons Banu Kinanah, from the 
sons of Banu Kinanah the Quraysh, from the Quraysh Banu Hashim 
and from them He chose me.” The hadith has been recorded by 
Ahmed (4/107), Tirmidhi (4/392) who declares it Sahih, as it is also 
in Sahih Muslim (7/84). Bukhari has also recorded it in his 
“ AI-Tarikh al-Saghir ” (p.6) through Wathilah b. Asqa\ The hadith 
is strengthened by another related through a second chain of 
transmitters starting with 'Abbas b. 'Abdul Muttalib which is to be 
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found in Tirmidhi (who declared it Sahih) as well as in Ahmed. 
Another version is to be found through Ibn 'Umar as recorded by 
Hakim (4/84) who also confirms its authenticity. 

Nevertheless this should not lead an Arab to pride over his 
nationality. Such pride belongs to the jahiliyyah days which the 
Prophet {saws) destroyed. Nor should the Arabs forget the fact that it 
was their intelligence, language and character that led to their choice 
as the first bearers of the message of Islam. If an Arab realizes this 
today then he is more likely to guard those qualities and take it upon 
himself as a duty to spread the word of Islam. But if he abandons 
them, then he has no superiority over others. In fact, a non-Arab who 
bears the same qualities is, without any doubt whatsoever, superior 
to an Arab. True superiority then comes from following the 
guidance the Prophet (avvv.s' ) brought, and can be gained by anyone 
who qualifies himself with the qualities approved by Islam such as 
faith, virtue, piety, righteous living, ihasan etc., and not by the 
simple fact of being an Arab or a non- Arab. Says the Prophet (saws) 
in a hadith Sahih: “He who was left behind by his deeds will not be 
brought forward by his lineage.” 

In short, true merit is in adorning oneself with certain qualities. 
When those qualities are lost, the merit is lost: “There is no 
superiority of an Arab over a non- Arab except by taqwaP And this 
should also show the fallacy of him who invites to Arabism while he 
is devoid of those qualities that should go with it, rather is a 
Westerner both in appearance as well as in spirit! 

tlf-jJl 40j jj (3 oj - \ Y ^ 

129/181. "Sustenance neither decreases with 
sins nor increases with good works. And not 
supplicating to Allah is a sin" (Mawdu'). 
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Note: 

Tabrani has recorded this hadith in his “ Al-Saghir ” (p. 147) as 
well as Ibn 'Adiyy in his “ Al-KamiF (2/1 1) through Isam'il b. 
Yahya Al-Taymi, Mis'ar b. Kadam, 'Atiyah and finally Abu Sa'id. 

But this is an unreliable chain since according to Abu ' Ali 
Nisapuri, DaraQutni and Hakim, Isma'il was a liar. Ibn Adiyy adds 
that most of what the man relates are baseless reports. In addition, 
another transmitter 'Atiya al-'Awfi is not a dependable person. Says 
Munawi in "Shark al-Jami “Haythami said: 'In this hadith occurs 
'Atiya al-'Awfi who is undependable.’ Sakhawi has also expressed 
the same opinion about this man.” 

But, the fact is they have missed a major defect in the hadith 
which is in the person of Isma'il who was a liar. 

Again, what makes the hadith baseless is that it goes against an 
authentic hadith which says: 4t He who desires that his sustenance be 
increased and his death be postponed, may do good to his kin” 
(Bukhari, Muslim and others). 


130/191. "Friday is the day of Hajj for the poor. 
According to another narration, 'of the destitute'" 
(MawdiP). 

Note: 

Quda'i and Ibn 'Asakir have narrated the first version through 
Ibn 'Abbas, while Ibn Zanjuwayh and Quda'i have narrated both the 
first and second versions, as it can be found in the u Jami ' al-Saghir 
Munawi adds in his commentary: “Harith b. Abu Usama has also 
narrated this hadith. All of them have narrated it through 'Isa b. 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi, Muqatil, Dahhak, ending with Ibn 'Abbas. But 
Hafiz al-'Iraqi says this is a weak hadith. He has brought it in his 
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Al-Mizan ." While discussing the life of Jsa of this hadith he said, 
(reporting the opinion of the majority of muahaddithiri) that this 
man is “ Munkar al-hadith’ ’ (i.e., used to relate strange ahadith ), and 
stands rejected. While Sakhawi has said about another transmitter 
Muqatil that he is weak. And so is the one who follows him (i e 
Ibrahim al-Hashimi)." ’ ’’ 

I (Albam) would like to add that all these comments have been 
made about the second version (which says that “Friday is the Hajj 
for the destitute”). As for the first version (which says that “Friday is 
the Hajj for the poor ), Munawi has not passed any comment, 
perhaps because he thinks comments on the second version were 
sufficient. In this second version falls Muqatil who was declared a 
liar by some scholars of hadith. As for the one next in the downward 
direction, i.e., Isa b. Ibrahim, Bukhari and Nasa’i said about him 
that he used to relate strange ahadith. These are the reasons why 
Saghani has recorded this hadith in his “ Al-Ahadith al-Mccwdu'ah ” 
as did Ibn Jawzi before him in his “ Mawdu' at." Suyuti also agrees 
with him, although the hadith is differently worded with him. The 
word of his narration are as follows: 


131/192. "Chicken is the sheep of the poor of 
my Ummah, and Friday their Hajj" ( Mawdu '). 


Note: 


Ibn Jawzi has mentioned it in his “ Mawdu ' at ” as has Ibn Hibban, 
tracing it through 'Abdullah ibn Zayd, Mahmash (the Nisapuri)’ 
Hisham b. Ubaydullah Al-Razi, Ibn Abu Zi'ib, Nafi\ and, finally, 
Ibn Umar. Then he says: “Ibn Hibban has said that the hadith is 
baseless, and Hisham should not be narrated from. But Dara Qutni 

says that is not true. Rather it is Mahmash who used to fabricate 
ahadith .” 
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Suyuti also agrees with Ibn Jawzi, mentioning it in his 
“ Al-La’ali Dhahabi says in his “ Tabaqat Al-Huffaz ” that the 
hadith is inauthentic. 
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132/195. "When one of you has intercourse 
with his wife or what his right hands own, let him 
not look at the vagina because that causes 
blindness" ( Maxvdu '). 

Note: 

Tracing it through Ibn ' Adiyy, Hisham b. Khalid, Baqiyyah, Ibn 
Jurayj, 'Ata\ and finally Ibn Abbas, Ibn Jawzi says in his 
“ Al-Mawd'at ” (1/144) that this is a forged hadith. He reports Ibn 
Hibban as saying: “Baqiyyah used to relate through liars. In 
addition, he would drop some of the names in the chain of 
transmitters. He had some friends who used to work up the chain for 
him by trying to remove untrustworthy ones and connecting the 
chain to Jurayj. Sometimes they left blanks. This hadith appears to 
be one of those, and is, therefore, Maxvdu'. 

Suyuti has said in his “ Al-La’ali ” (2/170) that Ibn Abi Hatim 
reported his father in his Hal” as saying that Hafiz Ibn Hajr said: 
“Ibn Qattan has also reported in his 'Kitab Ahkam Al-Nazr ' that 
Baqiyyah ibn Mukhlid has reported it through Hishama b. Khalid, 
he through Baqiyyah, he through Ibn Jurayj. Ibn Jawzi has gone 
against Ibn Salah who had termed it ”of acceptable Isnad." The 
hadith has also been reported by Bayhaqi in his “Sun an" through 
two chains of transmission in both of which falls Baqiyyah and 
about which he has stated that they are baseless." 
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Ibn Asakir has also recorded this hadith (2/295/13) as has Ibn 
Abi Hatim (2/295) tracing it through his father, Hisham, later 
Baqiyyah, ending with Ibn Jurayj. He has recorded this hadith after 
two more reports on the same topic that I shall follow up with 
presently. He says there: “My father said, 'These three ahadith are 
fake.” 

Meaning-wise also the hadith is wrong since it goes against other 
authentic reports that suggest that looking at one’s wife’s private 
parts is not unlawful. Hafiz ibn Hajr has stated in his “. Al-Fath ” 
(1/290) that it is not unlawful for a husband or a wife to look at each 
other’s private parts. 


jt <91* Hi Jzj 'As pfjfi > yt 

133/196. When one of you goes into his wife, 
let him not look at her genital organs for that 
causes blindness (to the child), and let him not 
talk too much for that causes dumbness" 

(Maw du'). 

Note: 

Ibn Jawzi has traced it through Al-Azadi, Ibrahim b. Muhammad 
b. Yusuf al-Faryabi, Muhammad b. Abdul Rahman Tustari, Mis'ar 
b. Kidam, Sa id al-Maqbari, and Abu Hurayrah. Al-Khalil has said: 
Muhammad b. Abdul Rahman Tustari is the lone narratror of this 
hadith. He was a Syrian and used to relate some strange ahadith 

Said Dhahabi: “In this hadith falls Tustari who has been termed 
untrustworthy.” Then he adds that Al-Azadi’s opinion about the 
man is that he was a liar whose ahadith stand rejected. It is reported 
of Dara Qutni in Ml-Lisan ” that the man’s narrations are not 
acceptable." Uqayli’s opinion is that there is no truth in those 
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chains of narration in which Mis'ar is quoted as having reported 
from Al-Maqbari. He is unknown and his ahadith should not be 

related further." 

Suyuti then qoutes another hadith in support of his views which 
is as follows. 


OySo <u<» \jj£j 'll ST i 

134/197. "Don't talk too much during 
intercourse for it causes dumbness and from it 
originates fa’fa’ (i.e., to say fa, fa [then, then] very 
often)” - very weak. 

Note: 

Suyuti has mentioned it in his “ Al-La'ali ” to corroborate his 
opinion of the previous two ahadith. He traces this one, which is 
reported by Ibn ' Asakir, through Abu Darda’ Hashim b. Muhammad 
Al-Ansari, 'Abdul 'Aziz b. Abdullah b. Amr al-Uwaysi, Khayran 
b Al-' Ala’ al-Kisani, (the Damuscian), Zuhayr b. Muhammad, Ibn 
Shihab and Qubaysa b. Dhu’ayb. In this chain however, there are 
four weaknesses. First, Qubaysa b. Dhu'ayb is actually a Follower 
(Tabe'i), and not a Companion, though some believe he saw the 
Prophet (saws). Second, Zuhayr b. Muhammad. He is a Tamimi. 
There is no consensus of dependence on him. Third, Khayran b. 
al-' Ala.’ He is also not so well known and there is disagreement over 
his reliability. And fourth, Abu Darda’ Hashim b. Muhammad b. 
Salih al-Ansari. I can’t find this man’s life history anywhere. 

These four defects render the hadith very weak. 

[As demonstrated by Albani, the first two of this series of ahadith 
are fake. More than one hadith scholar has subscribed to the view. 
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The third is also very weak. And the message contained in them is 
untrue. However, there are ahadiih that discourage the husband and 
wife from getting fully naked before each other. As for the rectum, 
it is very strongly undesirable for any one of the pair to look at the 
other’s: Au.). 


* , , / 
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135/204. “He who performed the Islamic Hajj, 
visited my grave, took part in a Jihad and sent peace 
upon me from the Bayt al-Maqdis, will not be 
questioned by Allah about (other) obligations of Islam 
(Jaraidy - Mawdv '. 

Note: 

Sakhawi has brought this report in his “ Al-Qawl al-Badi 
(p. 102) and has noted there: “That’s how Al-Majdi al-Lughwi has 
reported in his ” Al-Fawa’id' ’ and has attributed it to Abul Fath 
al-Azdi. But the authenticity is doubtful." 

This statement seems to be a slip from Sakhawi. For, we know 
that there is no deed, no matter how holy, that will render the other 
obligations of Islam (such as salah, zakah, and other obligations: 
au.) inapplicable to a Muslim. 

Later I happened to see this hadith mentioned by Ibn Abdul 
Hadi in his refutation of Subki (p. 155) where he traces the hadith 
through: Nu'man b. Harun b. Al-Dahlat, Abu Sahl Badr b. 
Abdullah Al-Masisi, Al-Hasan b. Uthman al-Ziyadi, 'Ammar b. 
Muhammad, his uncle Sufyan, Mansur, Ibrahim, 'Alqamah, and 
finally Abdullah b. Mas ud. Thereafter he pronounces his 
judgement that the hadith is fake. He also quotes the opinions of 
other scholars in support of his own and ends with words: “It should 
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be quite evident to anyone who has the littlest knowledge of hadith 
that this is a fake one with no basis in truth whatsoever.” 

Suyuti has also classified it as Mawdu ' in his “ Dhayl al-Ahadith 
al-Mawdu'ah ,” adding in his “ Al-Mizan ” the words, ‘This is a fake 
report.” 


o'*, 0 * * 
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136/207. "The best of days is that day of ' Arafa 
which falls on a Friday. Such a Hajj is seventy 
times worthier than a Hajj which is not on a 
Friday" (A fake report, baseless). 


Note: 

This is an entirely baseless hadith that has not been reported by 
any authority. As for Zaila'i saying in the footnotes of Ibn 'Abidin 
(2/348) that Razin b. Mu'awiyah has included it in his “ Tajrid 
al-Sihah it must be understood that Razin has in this book tried to 
collect together ahadith following the principles laid down by the 
authors of Sahih Bukhari, Muslim, Muwatta of Imam Malik, Abu 
Da’ud, Nasa’i and Tirmidhi. In doing that he has tried to follow Ibn 
Al-Athir who produced a similar work known as “ Jami ' al-Usul ft 
Ahadith al-Rasul.” However Razin made plenty of errors, although 
he is widely quoted, just as the “ Al-Targhib wa Tarhib ” of 
Mundhiri. The hadith in question is one of those erroneous ones 
recorded by him. 

Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim has in his “Za'd al-Ma'd" rejected this 
hadith on ten grounds. He terminates his discussion with the 
following remarks: “The common people’s belief that a Hajj of the 
kind mentioned in this hadith is seventy times worthier than the Hajj 
of ordinary days, is totally nonsense with no basis in truth. There is 
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not a single trustworthy report to this effect coming down either 
from the Prophet (saws) or any of the Companions or their 
Followers.” 

Munawi has also passed his unfavorable remark over the hadith 
in his “ Fayd al-Qadir 




137/208. “The stones, i.e., the stones of ramyu, of 
the pilgrim whose Hajj has been accepted disappear 
(from the site)’' - Da' if. 

Note: 

The hadith has been reported both ways: Marfu', as well as 
Mawquf. ( Marfu is one which the transmitters report as the saying 
of the Prophet [saws] and Mawquf one in which the chain of 
transmission does not reach the Prophet, but stops at a Companion: 
Au.). 

Imam Bayhaqi has reported it in his “ Sunan al-Kubra" (vol. 
5/128), Dara Qutni (p. 289) and Hakim (1/476). All of them through 
Yezid b. Sinan, and Yezid b. Abi Anisa. Tabrani has also recorded it 
in his “Awsat” (1/121/1) through 'Amr b. Murrah, 'Abdul Rahman 
b. Abi Sa id al-Khudri, and he through his father Abu Sa'id 
al-Khudri who says he asked the Prophet (saws): “0 Apostle of 
Allah! We believe the stones that are thrown (at the Jamaraf) every 
year disappear from there.” The Prophet (saws) said: “Those whose 
Hajj has been accepted have their stones removed (by Allah). 
Otherwise you would have seen mountains of them there.” 

But the remarks that Bayhaqi follows up with, render it Dai'f. He 
says. Yezid b. Sinan is not reliable. It has also been reported 
through another chain ending up with Ibn 'Umar, but that 
transmission too is a weak one.” 
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Bayhaqi’s mentor Al-Hakim’s judgement was that Yezid b. 
Sinan “has not been rejected.” But the fact is that when it comes to 
judging the credentials of the narrators, Bayhaqi has an edge over 
Hakim. Therefore his judgement is weightier. Again, Hakim’s 
words that Yezid b. Sinan “has not been rejected” does not mean the 
man is trustworthy. These are two different issues. A narrator might 
not be rejected altogether, yet he can not be totally reliable. Yezid is 
one such narrator for Nasa’i has also preferred not to narrate through 
him. Dhahabi has also censured him by saying in his “ Talkhis 
Al-Mustadrak ”: “I believe the man is untrustworthy.” The hadith 
has also been recorded by Al-Haythami (3/260) who adds: “Tabrani 
has also mentioned it in his ”Al-Awsat." But the chain of narrators 
consists of Yezid b. Sinan who is untrustworthy.” 

The hadith has also been reported as “ Mawquf as recorded by 
Azraqi in his “ Tarikh Makkah ” (p.403), and by Dulabi in his 
“ Al-Kuna ” (2/56) through Ibn Abi Na'im who says Abu Sa id 
al-Khudri said: “The stones of the accepted Hajj are removed.” The 
Isnad of this version is Sahih. Another "Mawquf' version recorded 
by Bayhaqi ends up with Ibn 'Abbas. 

In the light of the above I (Albani) am personally not able to 
decide if this is a saying of the Prophet (saws) or that of a 
Companion. A safe approach perhaps would be to wait for further 
research, and to set it aside as undecided until final conclusions can 
be reached. 


. jjji Jjb J if j -\V A 

138/217. "Blue eyes are a sign of good luck. 
Da'ud (asws) was also blue-eyed" (MawdiF). 

Note: 

Hakim has narrated it in his “ Tarikh ” tracing it through 
Al-Husayn b. 'Ulwan, Awza'i, Zuhri, Sa'id ibn. al-Musayyib, and 
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Abu Hurayrah (ra). Suyuti has also brought it in his “ Al-La’ali ” 
(1/114), and has commented there that 'Ulwan was a liar and a 
fabricator. Ibn Jawzi, who has mentioned it in his “ Al-Mawdu'at 
tracing it through Ibn Hibban, Muhammad b. Yunus, 'Ubad b. 
Suhayb, Hisham b. 'Urwa, his father, and finally 'A’isha (ra), says: 
“(The hadith) is not true. 'Ubad has been rejected ( Matruk ) by the 
doctors of hadith. And the next in the chain who relates from him, 
i.e., Muhammad b. Yunus, is the (well-known) Kudaymi who was 
untrustworthy. 

A better chain of narration is the one related by 'Abbas b. 'Abdul 
Azim, Abdur Razzaq... through an unnamed person of Iraqi 
origin. ..Ma'mar, ending up with Zuhri. And the words of that report 
are: “Blueness (in the eye) is a sign of good luck.” But this hadith is 
Mursal (since the Companion who relates from the Prophet [saws] 
has not been named), and also the name of the Iraqi is missing. 
Therefore it stands rejected. Sheikh Ajlouni reports Ibn Qayyim’s 
opinion in his “ Al-Kashf (1/439) that the hadith is Mawdu'. 


139/221. "Hajj before marriage" (Fake). 


note: 

Suyuti recorded it in his “ Jami ' al-Saghir ” picking it out from 
Daylami’s “ Musnad al-Firdaws” with Abu Hurayrah (ra) as the 
final narrator. But the commentator of the book has censored the 
compiler saying: “In the chain of narration falls Ghiyas b. Ibrahim 
about whom Dhahabi has said, The man stands unanimously 
rejected.’ Dhahabi has said about another narrator Maysarah b. 'Abd 
Rabbih that he was a Well-known liar.’” 

To the above I (Albani) would like to add that Ghiyas b. Ibrahim 
is also a well-known liar. Ibn Ma'in said about him: “A dirty liar.” 
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Abu Da’ud said: “A liar.” And Ibn 'Adiyy said: “All of his ahadith 
smack of fabrication.” 

Another hadith of the same nature has been reported. It words 
are: “He who married before Hajj committed a sin.” But this one is 
also a fabrication. 
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140/247. ''Strive to overpower your base self 
with hunger and thirst. The reward for such an 
effort is equal to the reward of one who fights in 
the way of Allah. In fact, there is no other deed 
worthier with Allah than hunger and thirst" 
(Baseless). 

note: 

Al-Ghazali has quoted it in his “ Al-Ihya (3/69). But Hafiz 
al-Traqi said about it: “I could not trace the hadith through any 
source.” Subki had the same to say in his “ Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra ” 
(ref. 4/62). 
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141/251. "He who kept his stomach empty, 
will have a lofty mind and a sensitive heart" 
(Baseless). 
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Note: 

This is another hadith quoted by Al-Ghazali and censured by 
Al- Iraqi and Subki in the same manner as above. 

J* J 1 "' J] I -HT 
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142/261. "Be good to your aunt the date-palm 
tree. For Allah created Adam (nsws) and when 
some dust was left over He created the date-palm 
tree therewith" (Fabricated). 

note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy (2/57) and Batarqani (2/157) have recorded this 
narration as a hadith. The latter reports it as a part of another hadith , 
as Ibn Jawzi has said in his “ AI-Mawdu'at .” All of them trace it 
through Ja fer b. Ahmed b. Ali al-Ghafiqi, he through Abu Salih 
(Layth’s secretary), through Waki', A'mash, Muiahid, ending ud 
with Ibn 'Umar. 

Ibn 'Adiyy expresses his opinion with regard to this report in the 
following words: “The hadith is fake. There isn’t any doubt that it 
was Ja' fer who fabricated it.” Ibn Jawzi remarked: “The hadith is 
untrue, and Ja'fer was a fabricator.” Hafiz ibn Hajr also accepts 
these remarks as valid in his “ Al-Lisan .” Suyuti follows him in his 
dl-La ali (1/156), as is his habit, refraining from adding his own 
remark. 

oJj j Jjcr O' ja ^ i T 



143/266. "When (the Prophet, saivs) feared 
that he might forget something he tied a thread to 
his hand as a reminder" (Spurious). 
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Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy (1/172), Ibn Sa'd (1/286), Harith ibn Abi Usamah (in 
his “ Musnad no. 17 in the appendix), Abu al-Hasan al-Anbusi (in 
his “ Fawa ’id” 2/26) have narrated it through Salim b. ' Abdal-ATa, 
Naff, and Ibn 'Umar. Ibn 'Adiyy follows up with his remark: “This 
man Salem is well known to the traditionists. Ibn Ma'in and others 
have expressed distrust of him.” 

Suyuti too has recorded this hadith in “Jamf al-Saghir” tracing 
it through Ibn Sa'd and Al-Hakim, they through Ibn 'Umar. But 
Munawi has criticized the hadith saying: “It has also been related by 
Abu Ya'la about which Zarkashi has said, 'The chain of narrators 
records Salim b. 'Abdal-A'la as one in the link. Ibn Hibban’s 
opinion about him is that he was a fabricator.’ Abu Hatim has also 
declared the hadith as baseless. Ibn Shahin says about him in his 
”Al-Nasikh" that “he narrates strange ahadith .” 

As for Abu Hatim’s statement above, it has been reported by his 
son in “Al- 'IlaF (2/252) He says there: “I asked my father about the 
hadith which Muhammad b. Ya'la Al-Sulami says he heard from 
Salim b. 'Abdal-Ya'la (known as Abu Fa’iz), who narrates from 
Naff and he from Ibn 'Umar (and then he narrated the hadith). My 
father said: 'This is a spurious report.’ Then I asked him about 
Salim. He declared, He is not trustworthy.”’ 

The hadith has reached us through three other narrations. But ail 
of them have some defect or the other. In one report Bishr b. Ibrahim 
al-Ansari figures about whom Ibn Jawzi has said that the man used 
to spin ahadith. In another narration Ghiyas b. Ibrahim occurs who 
stands rejected by the traditionists. And in a fourth narration occur 
not one but three weak narrators: First, Bishr b. 'Ubaydullah 
al-Darasi, second Yahya b. Abu Al-Furat and, finally, 'Isa b. 
Shu'aib. 

Also, it should be interesting to note that a hadith of exactly the 
opposite meaning has been narrated but it also happens to be a fake 
^ne. It runs as follows. 
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144/267. "Whoever changed his ring from 
finger to finger, or shifted his turban, or tied a 
thread to his finger as reminder for something ... 
committed shirk . It is Allah who reminds of 
things" (Maw did). 

Note: 

This narration records an unreliable narrator called Bishr. This 
man Bishr however, is the son of Al-Hussain al-Asbahani. 


.d> /u h puh - uo 

145/269. "A scholar never becomes feeble 
minded (in old age)" [Mawdu']. 

Note: 

Ibn Abi Hatim says in his “AF ' Ilal T asked my father about the 
hadith that A 1-' Ala’ b. Zaydak reports about Anas saying that the 
Prophet said: “A scholar never becomes feeble minded (in old age).” 
He replied, 'This person 'Ala’ is a weak narrator and has been 
rejected by the traditionists.’ 6 

The report is against common observation also. We have come 
across many scholars who had become feeble minded in their 
advanced years such as Al-Mas'udi, Al-Jariri, Sai'd ibn Abi 'Aruba, 
'Ata’ ibn. Abi Sa’ib etc. 
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146/280. Allah (sw?t) sent His revelation to Tsa 
(aszus) in words: "O Tsa. Believe in Muhammad 
(saws), and order everyone of your Ummah who 
encountered him to believe in him. For, if not for 
Muhammad (saxus) I would not have created 
Adam (asxvs), and if not for Muhammad (saxvs) I 
would not have created the Heaven and Hell. In 
fact when I created the ' Arsh on water, it became 
turbulent, so I wrote on it: 'There is no god but 
Allah and Muhammad is his prophet/ The waters 
calmed down'" (Baseless.). 

Note: 

Hakim has recorded it in his “ Al-MustadraF ’ (2/614,61 5) tracing 
it through 'Amr b. Aws al-Ansari, Sa'id ibn Abu 'Arubah, Qatadah, 
and Sa'id b. al-Musayyib, who reports Ibn 'Abbas as having made 
the above statement. After re-quoting it, Hakim adds: “This has a 
trustworthy chain of narrators.” But Dhahabi refuted him saying: “I 
believe the words have been fastened upon Sa'id.” And what he 
meant by Sa'id is Sa'id b. Abu 'Arubah, and the man who has 
fastened it is 'Amr b. Aws al-Ansari. Dhahabi has said in his 
“ Al-Mizan ” about this man: “We do not know this man in detail. 
(But we know that) he used to relate strange ahadith (manakir)F 
Then he narrates this hadith as an example and says: “I believe this 
is a fake narration.” Ibn Hajr agrees with his judgement in his 
“ Al-Lisan .” 
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147/282. "(Allah said) If not for you (O 
Muhammad) I would not have created the 
universe" (Fake). 

Note: 

Saghani has marked this report as a fake one in his “ Al-Ahadith 
al-Mawdu'ah ” (p. 7). In contrast, what Sheikh Qari has to state, 
however, about this hadith is invalid. He said (p. 67-68): 
“Meaning-wise it is correct for it has been recorded by Day lam i also 
who traced it through Ibn Abbas. In that version the Prophet (sows) 
is reported to have said: ' Jibril came to me and said, ”0 Muhammad, 
if not for you Paradise would not have been created. And, if not for 
you Hell-Fire would not have been created." According to the 
version in Ibn Asakir the words are, “If not for you the world would 
not have been created.” This statement however that the hadith is 
correct meaning-wise is invalid because even what Daylami has 
reported is without proper Isnad. As for what Ibn 'Asakir has 
recorded, we might be reminded of Ibn Jawzi’s statement who said 
that the hadith is fake. Suyuti also agrees with him in his “ Al-La 'air 

{mil). 

1 (Albani) have found that the hadith has been narrated through 
Anas also. I shall have something to say about it a little later. 

[' Allama Tahir Patan has also posted this hadith among the fake 
ones in his “ Al-Mawdu'at’ ’: Au.]. 

it-ua 
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148/288. "He (the Prophet, saws) used to trim 
his beard from sides as well as over the length" 

(Fake). 

Note: 

Tirmidhi (3/1 1) and 'Uqayli have recorded this particular report. 
The latter did it in his “ Al-duafa (p. 288). Also Ibn ' Adiyy (2/243) 
and Abu Sheikh (in his “Akhlaq An-Nabiyy,” 306) have narrated this 
report. They all did it through 'Umarb. Haroon Al-Balkhi, Usama b. 
Zayd, 'Amr b. Shu'ayb, his father, and his grandfather. Tirmidhi 
adds his remarks: “This is an unknown hadith ( al-gharib ).” 'Uqayli 
however writes that “We do not know of this hadith except through 
this man, while it is related of the Prophet (saws) through 
trustworthy narrators that he said: 'Let your beards grow, but 
shorten your moustaches.’ This particular hadith is a stronger one to 
follow.” 

As for this man 'Umar b. Haroon al-Balkhi, 'Uqayli writes about 
him in his “ Al-Mizan ”: Ibn Ma'in’s opinion is that this man was a 
dirty liar.’ Saleh al-Jazrah’s opinion is that he was a liar. 

[The above discussion is about the Prophet (saws). His trimming 
of the beard is not proven. However, some of the Companions have 
been reported to have trimmed their beards. It is reported of Ibn 
'Umar that after his Hajj or 'Umrah, he would hold his beard in his 
fist and cut off the rest. Mundhiri made no remarks on the hadith 
authenticity: 'Awn al-Ma'bud, vol. 1 1, p. 256, Kitab al-Tarajjul, ch. 
15, footnote under hadith 41 83 - Au.]. 
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149/314. "Da'ud the Prophet (asms) happened 
to see a woman and decided to marry her.. (But 
she was already married to a soldier) So he 
ordered a raid by the Israelites on their enemy, 
and instructed the Commander of the platoon to 
send this man to the very front. The Commander 
assigned him to the Ark ( Tabut ). Those days the 
Ark was used to seek help and victory from Allah, 
so that he who attached himself to it did not 
return but either dead or victorious. The woman's 
husband anyway got killed (and Da'ud, asws, 
married her). Then came two angels (from Allah, 
swt) and told him the whole story" ( Batil ). 


Note: 

It has been narrated in Hakim Tirmidhi’s “ Nawadir Al-Usul" 
through Yezid Al-Riqashi, and Anas. Also in Tafsir Qurtubi 
(15/167) and Ibn Kathir (4/31) who adds: “It has been recorded by 
Ibn Abi Hatim, but its chain of narration is unreliable, for Yezid, 
even if a pious man, was according to the scholars of hadith 
unreliable. And I (Albani) say that the hadith is actually an Israeli 
report. Little do they respect their prophets. It seems that Yezid 
heard it from someone and related it as a report coming from the 
Prophet (asws). 

Qurtubi himself quotes Ibn Al-Arabi al-Maliki as commenting 
on this hadith in the following words: “As for the statements that 
Da’ud (asws) fell in love and sent her husband to the battle-field in 
order that he may be killed there, it is an allegation of the vilest sort.” 
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150/330. "I prayed to My Lord that He allow 
me to take account of my followers (on the 
Judgement-day) in order that they do not feel 
embarrassed before other nations. Allah (swt) 
revealed to me: 'Muhammad! In fact I shall 
personally take account of them. And when I find 
a sin (in their deeds) I'll conceal it from you so that 
you don't feel embarrassed'" (Fake). 

Note: 

Suyuti has recorded it in his “ Al-Ahadith al-Mawdu'ah ” (p. 1 79) 
taking it from Day lam i and tracing it through Abu Bakr 
Al-Naqqash, Hasan b. Saqar, Yousuf b. Kathir, Da’ud b. 
Al-Mundhir, Bishr b. Sulayman al-Ash'abi, Al-'Araj, Abu Saleh, 
and finally Abu Hurayrah. Then he comments: “It is thought that 
Al-Naqqash was a liar.” 

Another chain of narrators reporting the same hadith has 
Muhammad b. Ayyub about whom Ibn Hibban said: “He used to 
fabricate ahadith ” IbnBTraq has also recorded it as a fake hadith 
(1/400). 


* ' ° * ' ' 

*£ aJi j US' UJLiah ^ 1 jlf - \ 0 ) 

151/341. "He (the Prophet, saxes) could see in 
the dark as well as he could in daylight" (Fake). 

Note: 

The following have this report in their collections: “ Al-Fawa ’ icT 
(3-1/207, and according to my copy of the book no. 2210), Ibn 
'Adiyy (2/221), from him Bayhaqi in “ Al-Dala’il ,” Khatib in his 
“ Al-Tarikti ’ (4/272), Makki al-Muadhdhin (1/236), Dia Al-Maqdisi 
in his “ Al-Muntaqa Min Hadith Abi 'AH Al-'Awqa ” (2/1) - all of 
them tracing it through 'Abdullah Ibn al-Mughirah, Al-Mu'alli b. 
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Hilal, Hisham b. TJrwah, through his father, ending with A’isha 
(ra). 

Says Bayhaqi: “Its chain is very weak.” 

I (Albani) say, it is very weak indeed because of the person of Ibn 
al-Mughirah occuring in the chain. Al-'Uqayli has remarked: “The 
man used to narrate baseless traditions.” Ibn Yunus has remarked, 
“He used to relate strange ahadith (, manakir ).” Dhahabi, after citing 
this hadith as an example adds his opinion, ”A11 of these are spurious 
reports.” 

Ibn 'Asakir has recorded another similarly worded hadith 
through another chain of narrators. But that chain is worse than this 
one because of unknown narrator(s). 


4 ^ J ^ ^ ^ j ^ cJU?- £} - > s Y 

o/\j 


152/342. "When Hawwa' became pregnant 
(for the first time) Iblis went around her. Now her 
sons used to die in their infancy. Iblis suggested. 

Name him 'Abdul Harith/ So she named him 
'Abdul Harith, and the child lived on. This 
naming then was by the inspiration and order of 
Iblis" (Da" if). 

Note: 

Tirmidhi has preserved it (in the Tafsir of surah Al-A 'raf ), 
Hakim (2/545), Ibn Bishran in his “ Al-Amali ” (2/158), Ahmed 
(5/11) and others tracing it through 'Umar b. Ibrahim, Qatadah, 
Hasan (al-Busri), and Samura b. Jundab. Tirmidhi’s own 
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assessment is that the hadith is “ Hasan Gharib , which we do not 
know by any other chain except this one.” Hakim, however, has said 
that it is of trustworthy chain of narrators, and Dhahabi agrees with 
him. 

But my opinion is that the hadith is not of the grade they have 
stated. One reason is that there is difference of opinion (among the 
Traditionists) if Hasan ever met Samura b. Jundub. What makes the 
hadith weaker is the fact that in an authentic report Hasan himself 
has denied that Hawwa’ ever came under the influence of Iblis. This 
statement has come to us in the explanation of the verse 190 of 
Al-A'raf, which has been reported by many commentators of the 
Qur’an, including Ibn Kathir. Ibn Qayyim is also with Ibn Kathir in 
this issue. 

[Mubarkpuri has also rejected the validity of this hadith in his 
“ Tuhfatu al Ah-wadhF subjecting it to a thorough discussion: Au.]. 


LiS* J fyi (iJL* j 4-1* JjLj oU U - > of 

153/343. "The Prophet did not die but he had 
learnt how to read and write" (Forged). 

Mote: 

Abul 'Abbas al-Asam and Tabrani have reported it through Abu 
Uqail, Mujahid, 'Awn b. 'Abdullah, and he through his father. 
Tabrani himself judges the hadith as “ Munkar ” (quite weak), being 
against the Qur’an, and in addition, Abu Uqail is a weak transmitter. 

Dhahabi has the following to state in his “ DhayF : As for the 
report in Bukhari that at the time the Hudaibiyyah peace treaty was 
being written down, when the polytheists objected to the Prophet 
(sows) being mentioned as the Messenger of Allah, he ordered ' Ali 
to erase the words “Muhammad the Messenger of Allah.” 'Ali 
refused to comply; so the Prophet took the paper from him - 
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although he could not write - and wrote “this is what Muhammad b. 
'Abdullah has agreed to.” This, (says Dhahabi) is not to be taken 
literally. For the words and wrote” should be taken in the same 
sense as when it is said, “the Governor built the palace,” (although 
Governors don t build palaces; it is the construction workers who do 
it). Also, (continues Dhahabi), in Bukhari itself we have another 
hadith which clarifies that the Prophet got the words written by 
someone else. He is reported to have remarked on that occasion (as 
in the hadith of Ibn Makhramah, which is preserved by Muslim), 
By Allah I am the Messenger of Allah even if you deny me. Write 
down then: Muhammad the son of 'Abdullah.” 

Hafiz has pointed out in his “Fath” that the fact that the Prophet 
(saws) asked Ali to show the place where his name was written, so 
he could erase them, also prove that the Prophet did not know how to 
read. 

jiL ill Ojj Igiuip dijUlp — ) o t 
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154/367. "The best of people among my 
followers are the scholars. And the best among 
the scholars are those who are kind to the people. 
Beware! Allah forgives forty sins of a scholar 
before he forgives a single sin of an ignorant man. 
Indeed, the kind scholar will be resurrected on the 
Dav of Judgement with a bright light, spread 
between east and west, in which he will walk" 

(Bntil). 

Note: 

Abu Nua'im in his “ Hilyah " (8/188), Khatib in his “ Tarikh " 
(1/237-238), and others have recorded this report, tracing it through 
Muhammad b. Is-haq Al-Sulami, 'Abdullah b. Mubarak, Sufyan 
AI-Thawri, Abu Zinad. Abu Hazim, the chain ending with Abu 
Hurayrah. 

Khatib has remarked after noting this hadith: “Al-Sulami used to 
relate strange ahadith from Abdullah ibn Mubarak." Dhahabi says 
in his “ AI-Mizan " that this man used to come up with baseless 
reports. Suyuti says in his “ AI-La’alT that Ibn Jawzi has also 
brought up the hadith in his “ Al-Wahiyyat and adds his remark that 
the hadith has been quoted through another chain of narrators but 
equally ailing. AI-'Asqalani has also condemned this second 
narration in his "AI-Mizan." 

Yet, it is surprising that Suyuti has given this liadith a place in his 
Janii' al-Saghir - but tracing it through the first chain. 


*Sl j J-li \ o o 

155/369. "Few good deeds with knowledge 
are more beneficial than lots of deeds with 
ignorance" (Maicdit'). 
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Note: 

Ibn 'Abdul Barr has reported it in his “ Jami ' Bayan al-'Ilnr 
(1/45) tracing it through Muhammad b. 'Imran b. al-Quthairi (who 
has been mentioned as Qushairi in the original, but that is an error), 
Mu' animal b. Abdurrahman ath-Thaqafi, 'Ubad b. Abdussamad, 
and Anas b. Malik. And the whole report is: “A man went up to the 
Prophet and asked, 'What deed is the best O Apostle?’ He replied, 
Kowledge about Allah.’ The man repeated. What deed is the best 
O Apostle?’ He replied, 'Knowledge about Allah.’ The man said, 'I 
am asking about deeds and you tell me about knowledge!’ the 
Prophet (saws) then said: 'Few good deeds with knowledge....’” 

The problem with this hadifh is the presence of Al-Quthairi who 
is considered “weak” and Ath-Thaqafi whose memory, according to 
Abu Hatim, was unreliable. Ibn ' Adiyy has the same opinion of the 
man. 'Ubad b. Abdussamad is another shady character about whom 
Ibn Hibban has said that all his traditions are fake. Bukhari has said 
about him that he used to come up with Munkar ahadith. 


ji* cIUp n 

156/370. "A man's strength is in his 
intelligence. And a man has no religion who has 
no intelligence" (Mawdu'). 

Note: 

Ibn Najjar has recorded this statement in his “ Dhayl Tarikh 
al- Baghdad" (Vol. 19, 2/109) through Da’ud, Nasr b. Turayf, Ibn 
Jurayj, Abu Zubayr and finally Jabir. The Da’ud of this chain is 
identified as Da’ud Ibn al-Mahbar who wrote the treatise "A I- At/ 1" 
(intellect). Dhahabi has said about him: “One wishes he hadn’t 
written this book.” However, Dara Qutni thinks that the book was 
authored by Muyessarah b. ’Abd Rabbili. Da’ud reproduce it in his 
own name adding a few yarns. 
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Suyuti has also recorded this hadith in his “ Dhayl al-Ahadith 
Mawdu'ah” (p.6), and added the remark that the hadith has also 
been quoted by Bayhaqi through another chain of narrators 
comprising of Hamid b. Adam, Abu Athim and Abu Zubayr, but 
adds his remark that Hamid was alleged to be a liar. 

Yet it is strange that Suyuti reproduced it in his “ Jami'” But his 
commentator Munawi has criticized him saying, It would have 
been better for the author to have left it out.’ 


OUi (tiS" j J-ii- ja OV 


157/409. "Whoever fell in love but kept it to 
himself remaining chaste, and died, died a 
martyr" (Mawdu'). 

Note: 

The following have recorded it: Khatib in his “ Tarikh ” (5/156, 
262, 6/50-51, 11/298, 13/184), Ath-Thu'ali (1/129), Abu Bakr 
Kalabazi in his “ Miftah al-Ma'ani" (2/281), Salafi in 
“At-Tuyuriyat” (2/24), ibn Asakir in “Tarikh Dimashq ” 12/2/263) 
and Ibn Jawzi: all of them have traced it through Suwaid b. Sa'id 
al-Hadathani, ' Ali b. Mishar, Abu Yahya al-Qattat, Mujahid, 
terminating with Ibn 'Abbas. 

There are two weaknesses in this chain. One, in the person of 
Abu Yahya al-Qattat, whose true name was Zazan, (others give 
other names), whom Hafiz declared in his “ Taqrih ” a weak 
transmitter. Second weakness is in the person of Suwaid b. Sa id 
about whom Hafiz has said, 'He was a trustworthy man but he 
became blind and got mixed up with chains of transmission.' 

Ibn Mulaqqan says in his “ Al-Khulasah ” (2/54): “Hadith 
scholars such as Ibn Adiyy, Hakim, Bayhaqi, and Ibn Tahir have 
declared him untrustworthy. Yahya ibn Ma in used to say about 
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Suwaid b. Sa'id: 'If I had a horse and a spear, I would have fought 
against this man.’“ 

The hadith is also quoted through other chain of narrators. But all 
of them are infected with various untrustworthy personalities or 
have a mix up of transmitters. 

Ibn Hazm was asked about a person who had died in love. He 
said, 'He was killed by his lust/ On another occasion he saw a 
young man wriggling with himself (like fish out of water). He 
enquired what his problem was. They said, 'He is in love.’ Ibn Hazm 
spent the best part of that day seeking Allah’s refuge from love. 

Ibn Qayyim has shown that the text also cannot stand criticism 
from the point of view of the Qur’an and sunnah . He states in “ Zad 
al-Ma'acT: “It is unimaginable that these are the words of the 
Prophet. For martyrdom is a high state of virtue acquired after 
meeting with difficult set of conditions. And the conditions are of 
two types: specific and general. The specific is that of death in the 
way of Allah (sw/). The general conditions are those five mentioned 
in authentic ahadith. Love is not one of them. How can love be 
accorded the same status when it is in fact a sign that the heart is 
occupied with things other than Allah (swt). How can that heart 
which is wholly engrossed in love of other than Allah, ever taste the 
pleasure of Allah’s love and attain the same status as of the awlia ’ 
Allah? 


Utr 1 \£\ j iloT oA 
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158/ 428. "Fatimah - my daughter - is a Houri 
in human form. She never menstruated. I named 
her Fatimah because it is Allah who weaned her 
and will deliver her from the Fire" (Frabricated). 
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Notes 

Khatib has recorded this hadith (12/331) tracing it through Ibn 
'Abbas (the son of Bikar) adding: “There are more than one 
unknown transmitters in the chain of transmission. It is not a 
statement that can be proven to be the Prophet’s words.” 

Ibn Jawzi has also included it in his “ Al-Mawdu'af ’ with Suyuti 
confirming it (as fake) in his “ Al-La’ali ” (1/400). 

While writing on 'Abbas b. Bakkar, Hafiz has reported another 
hadith coming from him through Umm Salim who is reported to 
have said: “Fatimah never saw the blood of menstrual cycle.” Hafiz 
then states: “This (too) is one of the fabrications of Abbas b. 
Bakkar.” 


159/430. "Consult them - i.e., women - (but) go 
against them" (Baseless). 

Dote: 

Sakhawi, as also Munawi (4/263), have declared it baseless. 
Probably it was originally reported as Umar’s statement. It has come 
to us through ' Ali b. Ja'd al-Jawhari (12/1/177) who traces it 
through Abu 'Uqail, Hafs b. Uthman ibn Ubaydullah, and 
'Abdullah ibn 'Umar who reports 'Umar as having said: “Oppose 
the women, for opposing them brings blessings ( barakah ).” 

The chain of transmission, however, is defective: for two 
reasons. First, Ibn Abi Hatim has recorded this hadith (1/2/184), 
through Ibn 'Uqail alone, but has not offered his own opinion. 
Second, this person Ibn Uqail, whose name is Yahya ibn 
Al-Mutavvakkil Al-'Umari. is untrustworthy as mentioned in 
“ Al-Taqrib .” Ahmed's opinion about him is: "He narrated ahadith 
through people unknown to me." 
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Meaningwise too the hadith is unacceptable for the simple 
reason that the Prophet (saws) himself opposed what this report 
advises. During the Hudaibiyyah Treaty, it was Umm Salamah who 
advised him that he sacrifice his animal in front of his Companions. 
He followed her advise, and the rest of the Companions followed 
suit. 

[The Prophet had agreed to such articles in the treaty drawn at 
Hudaibiyyah in the 6® year after Hijrah that implied weakness 
bordering with humiliation. The Companions were so unhappy 
about the treaty, and about the fact that they would not be able to 
perform the ' Umrah that year, that when he ordered them to 
sacrifice their animals and remove their pilgrim garb at that point 
itself without entering Makkah, none showed any inclination to 
follow him, until, on the advice of Umm Salamah, the Prophet 
sacrificed his own animal. The Companions then began to sacrifice 
theirs: Au.] 


s.\*r jj UUjJ 4j j>li 4 J jp jjJu *Ja — > ^ * 



160/ 451. "Whoever was inspired about a deed 
as being virtuous, and so acted upon it in the hope 
of being rewarded, Allah will reward him 
accordingly, even if it were not to be so" 
(Fabricated). 


Note: 


[What the report means to say is that if a man feels about a deed 
that it is worthy of rewards in the Hereafter, and, therefore, acts by it 
hoping for rewards, then Allah ( swt ) will actually reward him, even 
if the act was not following a command: Au.] 
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Hasan b. 'Arafah has recorded it in his “ Juzz ” (1/100). So have 
Abu Muhammad al-Khilal (in his “ Fadl Rajab ” (2-1/15)), Khatib 
(8/296), Muhammad b. Tuloun (880-953) in his “ Forty Ahadith ” 
(2/15): all of them tracing it through Furat b. Salman, Isa ibn Kathir, 
both of them in turn through Abu Raja’, Yahya ibn Kathir, Abu 
Salamahb. 'Abdur Rahaman, and finally Jabirb. 'Abdullah Ansari. 

Ibn Jawzi has also included it in his “ Al-Mawdu'aF through the 
same chain of transmission saying: “Incorrect. Abu Raja' was a 
liar.” 

Suyuti agrees with him in his “ Al-La’ali ” (2/214) adding: “I do 
not know who this Abu Raja’ is.” Then I (Albani) found Hafiz 
Sakhawi saying in his “ Al-Maqasid ” (p. 191) that he too doesn't 
know who this man was. 

Muhammad b. Tuloun the historian wrote: “The report is 
reliable. So far as my knowledge goes, this man Abu Raja' is the 
same person as Muhriz b.' Abdullah Al-Jarazi who was the freed 
slave of Hisham, and a reliable person. Further, the hadith has been 
reported through other chains of transmitters as I have shown in my 
other book (At-Tawshih Li Bayan Salat At-Tasbih)F 

But Ibn Touloun’s statement is not in line with the accepted rules 
of Hadith criticism. Granted that Muhriz is the Abu Raja’ of the 
hadith , yet he is a mudallis (one who drops the name of a 
Companion to relates directly from the Prophet (saws), although he 
could not have heard from him directly). This is Hafiz's opinion 
about him which he has expressed in his “ Taqrib .” This, if he is 
accepted as the Abu Raja' of the hadith. It is another thing that this is 
a statement which I (Albani) find hard to accept for the reasons that 
Abu Raja’ is known to be the student of Furat b. Salman, whereas in 
this hadith , he is being reported by Furat b. Salman. Of course it is 
possible that this is an instance of the master relating from the pupil, 
but it is unlikely. 

Subsequently I happened to fall upon this hadith in Hafiz Ibn 
Asakir’s “ Arba'in As-Salafi ” (1/11) with the following note, “This 
hadith too is suspect. I have heard my father declared it weak ” 


124 


jjy j) Oi-o JbQJuuA jj Olfr 3-03-0 ^ jAi-03 £^3*1o < jjJ-o j-ol JJ3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


Ibn Jawzi has traced the same hadith through Dara Qutni who 
takes it to Ibn Umar. That chain of transmitters has Isma'il ibn 
Yahya falling in between. Ibn Jawzi has declared him a liar. Ibn 
Hibban has also quoted this hadith through Bazi . But Ibn Jawzi also 
distrusts him saying he was forsaken in hadith ( Matruk ). Dhahabi 
says about him: “Distrusted.” Ibn Hibban said about him: “He 
would yarn out fabricated reports as if they were reliable ones,” 
adding in “ Du'afa “Forsaken.” Dara Qutni says about him: “All 
his reports are false. Hakim said about him: “He used to relate false 
reports through reliable transmitters.” Abu Ya'la has also recorded 
this hadith but with defects of some sort or the other. Ibn Hajar and 
Shawkani have also rejected it. 

Therefore, it is strange of Suyuti to report the story of Hamzah b. 
Abdul Majeed who says that he saw the Prophet (saws) in his dream 
and asked him about the hadith. the Prophet (saws) told him that it 
was his own statement. But it is a rule with the scholars that they do 
not assign any role to the confirmation or rejection of religious 
principles in the light of dreams. And since hadith comes next only 
to the Qur’an in prescribing laws, in this discipline too dreams 
cannot be accepted as the basis of acceptance or rejection. 

One of the ill effects of this hadith is that it gives license to the 
people to use weak reports and do what they “feel as right” hoping to 
win Allah s favor and blessings. Although, even that license is not 
available in this case because that could apply to weak reports 
whereas this has been declared worse than that, that is, baseless and 
fabricated. 


161/461. "Women are playthings. So make 
your choice" ( Munkar ). 
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note: 

Hakim has recorded it through Ibn Lahi'a, Ahwas ibn Hakim, 
and 'Amr b. al-'As. Suyuti has recorded it in his “ Al-La’ali 
Al-Masnu ' a ” (2/189), as has Ibn Jawzi also who says: “The report is 
baseless.” 

Ibn Lah'ia is a well known “weak” transmitter, while Ahwas has 
been treated as “worthless” by Ibn Ma'in and Ibn al-Madini. Again, 
the chain is broken between Ahwas and Amr b. al- As because he 
never met him. 

What adds to the weakness of the hadith is another of the 
Prophet’s reliable report in which he said: “Women are men’s 
second half.” 


^ -HI 

162/466. "Scholars of my religion are like the 
prophets of the Israelites" (Baseless). 

note: 

This is a totally baseless report. 

[The report does not even enjoy a chain of transmitters, and 
therefore has no written version: Au.]. 

j £; J) in ji aiS"; 'jir^ 'J* & " nr 

163/167. "Whoever offered twenty cycles 
(raka'at) of Prayer after the sunset prayers 
(maghrib) will have a house built for him by Allah 
in Paradise" (Fabricated). 
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Mote: 

Ibn Majah (i/414) and Ibn Shahin in “ Targhib wa Tarhib ” 
(QI/172 and 277-278), have reported it, tracing it through Ya'qub 
ibn al-Walid al-Madini, Hisham ibn 'Urwah, he through his father, 
and finally A’isha. (As forthe hadith of Ibn Majah) Busayri has said 
in “Al-Zawa'id” (1/85): “Ya'qub ibn al-Walid, who falls in the chain 
of transmitters, has been declared weak. Imam Ahmed went further 
to say that he was one of the biggest liars. He himself used to 
fabricate stories.” 

Ibn Ma'in and Abu Hatim have also called him a liar. 

It may also be noted, (adds Albani), that all those reports that 
specify a certain number of raka'a in prayers after maghrib are 
either weak or very weak. Yes, prayers themselves after maghrib is 
a proven act of the Prophet (saws). It is the fixation of the number of 
raka'a that is unproven. 


'■£ <J jAS- ((liCa ji Oaj CJtiTj C-w \ *V £ 




164/468. "Whoever offered six raka'at (cycles 
of Prayers) after maghrib will have his sins of fifty 
years forgiven" (Very weak). 

Note: 

Ibn Nasr has registered this report in his “Qiyam Al-LayF (p.33) 
tracing it through Muhammad b. Ghazawan the Damuscian, 'Umar 
b. Muhammad, Salib b. Abdullah, and he through his father. Ibn 
Hatim has recorded the same hadith in his “7/a/” (weaknesses) 
saying (1/78): “Abu Zur'ah’s opinion about this tradition is: 
“Discard this report. It is very near to being fabricated. Muhammad 
b. Ghazawan the Damuscian used to narrate strange reports." 
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165/469. " Whoever offered six mkYP of 
prayers after maghrib (prayers) and did not speak 
ill during them will have twelve years of Prayers 
added to his record" (Very weak). 

Note: 

Tirmidhi (2/299), Ibn Majah (1/355 and 415), Ibn Nasr (p.33), 
Ibn Shahin in his “ Targhib ” (2/272), Almukhallas in “ Al-Fawa'id 
Al-Mimtaqa ” (1/34/8), Al-Askari in “ Musnad Abu HurayraF ’ 
(1/71), and Ibn Sam'un in “ Al-AmalF (2/61/1) have all recorded it 
through 'Umar ibn Abu Khath'am, Yahya ibn Abi Kathir, Abu 
Salamah, and Abu Hurayrah. 

However. Tirmidhi says after recording this haditlr “It is a 
Gharib (strange) had it h which has not come to us but through 
'Umar ibn Abu Khath'am. And 1 have heard Muhammad bin Isma il 
(i.e., Bukhari) say that 'Umar b. 'Abdullah ibn Abu Khath'am is an 
unreliable transmitter (munkar al-hadith). He used to consider him 
very weak." 

Dhahabi has the following to say about him in his biography: 
“He transmitted two unacceptable traditions, one of them is this 
one v 
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166/475. "A (Muslim) ruler is Allah's shadow 
on earth. Whoever showed him goodwill is 
rightly guided, and whoever deceived him, lost 
the guidance" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

_ Abu Nu'aym has recorded this tradition in his book “ Fadilatul 
' Adilin ,” tracing it through Yahya b. Maymun, Hammad b. 
Salamah, Suhayl, his father, going up finally to Abu Hurayrah. He 
has traced it through another chain which goes as follows: Da’ud b. 
M ah bar, 'Uqba b. Abdullah, Qatadah and finally Anas. 

But my opinion is that whatever chain is followed, the report is a 
fabrication. In the first chain of narrators falls Yahya b. Maymun - 
who is actually Ibn Ata Al-Busri - who has been declared an 
“abandoned” narrator by Dara Qutni, while others, such as 
Al-Fallas, have declared him an outright liar. As for the second 
chain, it has Da ud b. Mahbar who was also alleged to fabricate 
traditions. While commenting on another figure 'Uqba, al-'Uaqyli 
says that he is an unknown person, whose ahadith are not preserved. 
He seems to narrate from none but weak persons like himself 
(Ad-du 'afa ’ p. 358). 

The hadith also appears in “ Jami al-Saghir the author relying 
on Bayhaqi s report in “ Shu'ab al-Iman.” However, Munawi, the 
commentator, says about it: “In the chain falls Muhammad b. Yunus 
al-Qarshi, better known as Al-Kudaim al-Hafiz whom Ibn 'Adiyy 
has charged as a fabricator of a hadith.” Ibn Hibban says about him: 
He used to fasten lies upon trustworthy narrators. Dhahabi says 
about him in his ” Ad-Du afa", AI have facts concerning the person 
of Uqbah” (meaning he is untrustworthy: Au.). 
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167/4,77. "Frequent Hajj and 'Umrah drive 
away poverty" (. Mmudu ' ). 

Note: 

Muhamali has recorded this hadith in his “Al-AmalF saying: It 
has been reported to us by 'Abdullah ibn Shabib, who said, Abu 
Bakr ibn Abu Shaiba reported, who traced it through Fulaih ibn 
Sulayman, Khalid ibn Iyas, Misawir b. 'Abdur Rahman, Abu 
Salamah b. 'Abdur Rahman, and finally Umm Salamah. 

In this chain two persons have been alleged to have been 
unreliable: 'Abdullah ibn Shabib and Khalid ibn Iyas. Ibn Shabib 
was accused of lying, and Ibn Hibban has said about Khalid ibn Iyas: 
“He narrated fabricated reports through reliable narrators in a 
fashion that evoked suspicion. His ahadith may not be written down 
but with incredulity.” 

Hakim’s opinion is: “He used to relate fabricated reports through 
Ibn al-Munkadir, Hisham b. Urwah, and Maqbiri. 

Suyuti, therefore, erred when he recorded this hadith in his 
“ Jami ' al-Saghirp which evoked Munawi to make his remarks to 
the effect we have stated above. 


cO jJlh 

168/504. "Raisins are one of the best things to 
eat: they strengthen the muscles, cure diseases, 
cools the temper, exhume good odor, remove 
phlegm, brighten the hue, .. he mentioned ten 
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advantages which the narrator says he forgot" 
(Fabricated). 

Piote: 

Ibn Hibban has recorded this tradition in his “ Kitab 
al-Majruhin ,” better known as “ Ad-Du'afa (1/324, Indian print), 
Abu Nu'aym in his “ At-Tib ” (1/9), Khatib in his “ At-Takhlis" (2/36), 
and Ibn ' Asakir (1/1 15/7), through Sa'id b. Zayyad, Fayd b.Zayyad 
ibn Abu Hind, who said that the report reached him through: Abu 
Zayyad Abu Fayd, His father Fayd b. Zayyad, and he through his 
father Abu Hind Ad-Dari who said that the Prophet (saws) once 
received a tray of raisins sent to him as a gift and said these words. 

But the report is false. For Azadi has said about Sa'id b. Zayyad 
that he had been abandoned by the Hadith doctors. Ibn Hibban 
himself said after narrating it: “I do not know who is responsible for 
this fib - whether this man, his father or his grandfather! For we do 
not know the man, nor his father, save their hadith through Sa'id.” 


ja Ijai <Qp JaA U if 13 tOulib ^Ac- — \ % S 

169/509. "Make use of wild chicories. Not a 
day passes but a drop from Paradise gathers on 
it" (Mawdu). 

note: 

Abu Nu'aym has reported it in his “ At-Tibb ” tracing it through 
His father, Muhammad b. Abu Yahya, Salih b. Sahal, Musa b. 
Mu'adh, 'Umar b. Yahya ibn Abu Salamah, Umm Kulthum bint 
Abu Salamah, ending up with Ibn Abbas. 
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But this is a very weak chain of narration. Dara Qutni has 
declared Musa b. Mu'adh and 'Umar b. Yahya as unreliable. 'Umar 
b. Yahya is the one about whom 1 suspect that AbuNu'aym has said: 
“(This is a rejected narrator in hadith .” As for others in the chain, 1 
do not know who they are. Accordingly, Suyuti has stated in his 
“ Al-La’air that the whole chain seems to be a fabrication. But 
despite this Suyuti stumbled when he reported this hadith in his 
“ Jami ’. ” However, his commentator did not miss to say that Ibn 
Ma'in and others have declared 'Amr b. Salamah as weak. But I 
believe he got mixed up. For there is no 'Amr b. Salamah in the 
chain. It is Umar b. Yahya. 

Nonetheless, Ibn Jawzi has recorded this hadith in his 
“ Al-Mawdu'at .” (2/298) Sahami has also recorded it in his “Tarikh 
Jurjan ” adding, “Aban is an abandoned narrator, alleged to be a liar. 
Furthermore, Ibn 'Ulwan was a liar and a fabricator.” Ibn Qayyim 
too has declared this hadith Mawdu 


yji ij\s if Uoll J JU JJ <Ul9 - > V ‘ 
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170/510. "Eat pumpkins. It quickens the mind. 

And eat lentils, for seventy prophets have 
extolled it" (Mawdu'). 

note: 

Abu Musa al-Madini has reported it in his “Al-Amair ( 1/63) and 
Abu Nu'aym in his “ At-Tibb ” through Amr b. Al-Hussain, 
Muhammad b. 'Abdullah b. Allatha, Thawr b. Yezid, Mak-hul, 
Wasilah b. al-Asqa'. But 'Amr b. Hussain was a liar and his master 
Ibn Allatha was weak. 
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171/523. "Let him not who knows Arabic 
speak in Persian. That gives rise to hypocrisy" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Hakim has narrated it (4/87) through 'Umar b. Harun, Usamah b. 
Zayed al-Laythi, Nafi and Ibn Umar. Hakim himself is quiet about 
the hadith but Dhahabi has said; u Umar b. Haroon has been 
declared untrustworthy by Ibn Ma'in. Other muhaddithin have also 
abandoned him. And since Suyuti has recorded it in his "Jamf" 
Munawi has remarked there that it would have been better for Suyuti 
not to have recorded it. 


, o *■ 
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172/535. "To carry a rod ('asa) is the sign of a 
believer, and sunnah of the prophets" ( Mawdu '). 

Note: 

Day lam i records this in his “ Musnad al-Firdaws ” (2/97) tracing 
it through Yahya b. Hashim al-Ghassani, and Qatadah. But the 
report isa fabricated one even though Suyuti has mentioned it in his 
“ Al-Fatawa ” without comment and giving it a place in his “ Jami ' 
al-Saghir. Dhahabi says about this man Ghassani that he used to 
fabricate ahadith. Munawi has also censored Suyuti for recording 
the hadith in his “Jaw/'.” 

[Albani also points out in the next hadith in his collection (no. 
536) that no report concerning staffs (or walking sticks) has been 
proven authentic: Au.]. 
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173/570. "A man will appear among my 
followers named Muhammad b. Idris who would 
do more harm than the devil, and another man 
will appear in my followers called Abu Hanifah. 

He is the lamp ofmy Umrnah" (Fabricated). 

Mote: 

Ibn Jawzi has recorded it in his “ Al-Mawdu ' at ” ( 1 /457) tracing it 
through Ma’mun b. Ahmed Sulami, Abdullah b. Ahmed Juwaibari, 
'Abdullah b. Ma'dan al-Azadi, and finally Anas. 

The report was fabricated either by Ma’mun or Juwaibari. Hakim 
says in his “ Madkhat ” that Ma'mun was asked by someone about 
Shafe'i and his followers. In reply he quoted this hadith. 

Although it is not surprising that Kawthari has tried to prove that 
the hadith is authentic, it is surprising of Allama 'Ayni that he 
showed inclination towards acceptance of this hadith. 


ajdW <ui U » ? yr(& /> Jf- - ' v * 


174/583. "Do you avoid speaking against a 
corrupt Muslim ( fasiq )? Rather, speak of his evil 
deeds so that people can avoid him" (Mmodu ). 

Note: 

'Uqayli, Ibn Hibban, Abu Hasan al-Harbi, Ibn ' Adiyy, Bayhaqi, 
Khatib. Ibn ' Asakir, and others have reported this through Jarud b. 
Yezid, Bahz b. Hakeem, and he through his father. But it is a 
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fabrication of Jarud b. Yezid. Thereonward, many weak narrators 
stole it from Jarud and reported it directly through Bahz b. Hakeem. 
Bukhari was asked about Jarud and he disapproved of the man. 
Dhahabi, Abu Hakim, 'Uqayli, all of them have rejected this man. 
So has Ibn Tahir. 

[Meaning-wise also the hadith is unacceptable. Islam has taken 
measures to safeguard people’s honor, whatever their deeds, so long 
as they conceal their misdeeds. It also disapproves of the spread of 
evil, be it through gossip or through authentic reports of evil men’s 
actions: Au.]. 


% ^ 

175/584. 'There is no such thing as backbiting 
of an evil man" (. Batil ). 

Note: 

Tabrani, Ibn Adiyy, Hirawi, Wahidi, Khatib and others have 
reported it through Ja'dabah b. Yahya al-Laythi, Al-'Ala b. Bishr, 
Sufyan, Bahz b. Hakim, and finally his father. 

Ibn Hibban says the hadith is inauthentic, and expresses doubts 
about al-'AIa in his “ As-Thiqat .” Munawi reports Ahmed as saying 
that it is a Munkar report. 

The hadith has been reported through another chain of narrators 
but equally unreliable. Ibn Qayyim has rejected it in his 
“ Al-Manar and so have Dara Qutni and Khatib. 

[As pointed out above Islam does not permit anyone’s 
backbiting. If anyone, it is only the person who has been wronged 
that has the right to mention a wrong done to him without any 
exa gg era tion, though of course, this should not become a pastime 
for him. Ail others, who see an evil being committed, are required to 
keep its knowledge to themselves. Excluded of course is a crime 
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committed against others, or when the act is committed openly. In 
such cases it is permissible, and sometimes obligatory to expose the 
crime and the criminal. Otherwise the general rule is that everybody 
has the freedom in Islam to adopt the lifestyle of his choice. It is in 
the Hereafter that he will be called to account. People should not 
interfere in his private affairs. Nevertheless, if someone wants to 
enter into a deal with a man and asks someone for his opinion, then 
the person consulted might reveal the truth, in an indirect manner, 
avoiding to speak of things that do not concern the person seeking 
advice: Au.]. 


i t \jXz°J JiUll 


176/617. "Seek a wise mans counsel. But 
thereafter, don't go against him. (Otherwise), you 
will regret" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Khatib has related it through Sulayman b. 'Isa. But this man 
Sulayman was a liar. Dhahabi also says that the report is 
untrustworthy. The report has another chain of narration recorded in 
“Musnad As-Shihab” as: ' Ali b. Ziyad al-Muttushi, 'Abdul 'Aziz 
ibn Abi Raja’, and Malik b. Anas. However, this person 'Abdul 
'Aziz is, as Dara Qutni has pointed out, an “abandoned” narrator. 
Such is the opinion of Hafiz as expressed in his “ Al-Lisan .” There is 
yet another line of narration, but worse than the above because two 
liars fall therein. 

[It must be noted however, that although the above is not a 
proven hadith , there are many other ahadith of the Prophet (saws), 
as well as Qur’anic injunctions, that recommend that people carry 
out their affairs through mutual consultations. The condition set in 
this report, (of consulting a wise man and then not going against his 
counsel), is not found - so far as this writer’s knowledge goes - in 
any authentic report: Au]. 
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177/618. “Acquiring knowledge in youth is 
like impression on a stone, while acquiring it in 
old age is like a writing on water" ( Maxvdu '). 

Note: 

Suyuti has recorded this report in his Jami' taking it from 
Tabrani’s u Al-Kabir ” who has related it through Abu Darda'. But 
Suyuti’s commentator remarks: “The same compiler (i.e., Suyuti) 
has said in “ Ad-Durar ”: It has a weak chain. Moreover, Haythami 
has said that further down in the chain of narrators falls Marwan b. 
Salim Al-Shami whom the Sheikhayn (i.e., Bukhari and Muslim) 
and Abu Hatim have declared untrustworthy.’” 

But I (Albani) say that Bukhari has declared him very 
untrustworthy by calling him “Munkar al-Hadith. ” Personally I 
believe that the man was a fabricator. This is strengthened by Abu 
Aruba’s judgement about him who said: “He used to fabricate 
ahadith.” Al-Saji holds a similar opinion. He wrote about him: “A 
liar who used to fabricate ahadith.” Ibn Hibban too has a similar 
remark to make about the man. 

The hadith has also been reported through another chain of 
transmitters ending with Abu Hurayrah (no.619 of Albani’s 
collection). But it also suffers from several problems. 

[Meaning-wise also the hadith is unacceptable, unless the 
words “old age” of the hadith is interpreted as extreme old age. 
There were many Companions who became Muslims late in their 
life but became men of knowledge. This writer’s teacher had a 
student, a sixty year old man, formerly a Sikh converted to Islam, 
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who used to take lessons in Arabic languag. There was another 
person who learned Arabic after retirement from service: Au.]. 


ojpSl' **£ j j* Jjai' - > V A 

178/639. "Two raka'ah (cycles of Prayers) of a 
married person are better than seventy of a 
bachelor" (Mawdu'). 

Note: 

Al-'Uqayli has related it in his Al-Du'afa’ (p. 432), through 
Majashi' b. 'Amr who says the hadith was related to him by ' Abdur 
Rahman Ibn Zayd b. Aslam, to him by His father and to him by 
Anas. However, Yahya ibn Ma in has said about Majashi': “1 
believer he was one of the liars.” Ibn Hibban has said about him: “He 
used to fasten ahadith on trustworthy narrators. He may not be 
quoted without an adverse remark.” Ibn Jawzi has also followed 
'Uqayli in recording this hadith in his Al-Mawdu 'at (2/257). 

The hadith has another shadowy character: in the person of 
'Abdur Rahman ibn Zayd. He too is alleged to have been 
untrustworthy. 

The hadith has a second version, narrated through another chain. 
But in that chain falls Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Umar b. Yunus 
who, according to Dhahabi, was a liar. 

Oj t JjIP J* cl! S-* - ' AA** 1 — ^ V ^ 

JA Xju d!j lytlh ja Xm c j* C-Jji ja Vi/* 

jUll JA Cj-ijS 


138 


jjy j) C JlQ JbOJcMCO jJ 01^3-03-0 i jAi-0 3 £3^X0 c jjj-o j= M) jJ3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


179/ 646. " A young man foolish, but generous, 
is dearer to Me than an old man, much devoted to 
prayers, but a miser. A generous man is nearer to 
Allah (swt), nearer to Paradise, away from the 
Fire, and a miser is away from Paradise and 
nearer to the Fire" (MawdiP). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy in his Al-Kamil (2/388) and Khatib in his u Talkhis 
al-Mutashabih” (2/147) have reported it through Abu Ya'la, 
AI-Mu alia b. Maymun, ' Amr b. Da’ud, Sinan b. Sinan, and finally 
Abu Hurayrah. 

Al-'Uqayli in his Al-Du'aja (277), Abu Bakr Al-Khatli, Abu 
Sa id al-A'rabi, and Daylami have also related this hadith through 
the same narrators with 'Uqayli saying that Sinan and ibn Sinan are 
both unknown persons, and the hadith has other defects. Saghani 
has said that it is apparent that the hadith is a fabrication. Ibn Jawzi’s 
opinion is that it is baseless. 


\ ^ s s S' 
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180/ 660. "When he (the Prophet) finished his 
Prayers he passed his right hand over his head 
and said these words: 'In the name of Allah 
besides whom there is no other god, the Kind, the 
Merciful. O Allah drive away from me worries 
and grief" (Very week). 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded it in his Al-Awsat (451) and so has Khatib 
(12/480) narrating it through Kathir b. Saleem Abu Salama and 
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Anas. However, Bukhari and Abu Hatim have both said about the 
man that he was “ Munkar al-Hadith ” and Nasai has said: Matruk 
(i.e., an abandoned narrator). 

The hadith enjoys another chain of narrators but in that chain 
falls Salama who was a fabricator. 


aSiI j* \ A S 


181/673. "It is a promise from Allah the 
Exalted that a miser will not enter Paradise" 
(Maxodu v/ ). 

Note: 

Tammam has recorded it in his Fawa 'id (2/60/1) from whom Ibn 
'Asakir (1/203/16) has taken relating it through Muhammad b. 
Zakariyya Ghilabi, Al-'Abbas ibn Bukar, Abu Bakr al-Hazali, 
Tkrima, and Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn ' Asakir’ s own assessment is that it is a 
Gharib hadith because Al-Ghilabi is untrustworthy. 

But my (Albani) opinion is that the man was a fabricator. This is 
on the strength of Dara Qutni who has said about him that he was 
“very untrustworthy” and on the strength of Ibn Ma'in who has said 
that the man may not be trusted. 


<41 1 Jj-^j i4Ul aJJ 0UJL> ~ \ AT 

182/702. "The engraving on Sulaymans ring 
was: 'There is no deity save Allah, and 
Muhammad is his Messenger'" (MaivdiP). 
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Note: 

'Uqayli in his Ad-Du'afa (185), Ibn 'Adiyy (1/198), Tammam 
Ar-Razi (1/1 1 1/6) and Ibn ' Asakir (1/288/7), have traced it through 
Sheikh Ibn Abu Khalid al-Busri, Ibn Salama, 'Amr b. Dinar, and 
finally Jabir. 

After tracing this hadith , and two more of its kind, 'Uqayli says: 
“All of them are strange reports which have no basis in truth. That is 
true of every report in which this person Sheikh falls among the 
narrators. Ibn 'Adiyy’s opinion is: ’’All the reports (of this nature) 
are non-sense." Ibn Hibban has said: “In no case should this man be 
quoted.” Dhahabi refers to him as an “obscure Dajjal." 


j! <d ols y % ^ J-»^ AT 

183/704. "Those in Paradise will be 
clean-shaven, except for Musa b. 'Imran (the 
Israeli Prophet). He will have a beard running 
down to his naval" (Fake). 

Note: 

'Uqayli in his Al-Du'afa’ (185), Al-Razi in his Fawd’id 
(1/111/6) and Ibn Aidyy (1/198) have recorded this hadith tracing 
it through Sheikh Ibn Abi Khalid Al-Busri, Hammad b. Salama, 
Amr b. Dinar, ending with Jabir. 

Uqayli adds: “The man related strange ahadith that were all 
baseless, except for this one.” However, Ibn 'Adiyy’s opinion is: 
“All of his narrations are baseless.” And I (Albani) say that the man 
was alleged to have been a liar. Ibn Hibban also considers this hadith 
as fabricated; and Suyuti seconds his opinion. 
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184/709. "For my Ummah, the heat of 
Jahannum will be like the heat in a bathroom" 

(Maw du'). 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded this report in his “ Al-Mu'jam al-Awsaf ’ 
tracing it through Muhammad b. 'Abdur Rahman b. Raysan, 
Muhammad b. al-Waqidi, Shu'aib b. Talha, 'Abdullah b. 'Abdur 
Rahman b. Abu Bakr as-Siddiq who said that his father said these 
words. But the hadith stands rejected due to four serious 
weaknesses: 

1 . Because of Talha b. 'Abdullah. He is an unknown narrator, as 
Ya'qub b. Shyba has confirmed, although Ibn Hibban has, following 
his own rule, declared him trustworthy. 

2. Because of Shu'ayb b. Talha who is also unknown like his 
father as Ibn Ma'in has pointed out. 

3. Because of Al-Waqidi who was a liar, as Imam Ahmad, Ibn 
al-Madini, Ibn Rahwayh, and Abu Hatim have declared - (although 
some hadith scholars have declared him reliable), and 

4. Because of Ibn Raysan about whom Khatib has said that he 
was a liar too. 

In addition, what makes the hadith unacceptable is the fact that 
there are scores of absolutely trustworthy ahadith of exactly the 
opposite meaning. For instance, 

(i) . There are three people with whom Allah (swt) will not speak, 
at whom He will not look, nor will He purify them, rather, there will 
be a painful punishment for them: “He who let drag his trousers 
below the ankle, he who did not give but taunted on his favors, and 
he who sold his goods on false oath” (Muslim). 

(ii) . There are three people with whom Allah (swt) will not speak, 
at whom He will not look, nor will He purify them, rather, there will 
be a painful punishment for them: “The man who committed 


142 


jjy j) Oi-o JbQJuuA jj Olfr 3-03-0 ^ jAi-03 £^3*1 o <jj ij-o (= m > j-ol JJ3 


www.kitabosunnat.com 


Fake Pearls 


adultery in his old age, the ruler who lied (to his subjects), and a poor 
man who was proud” (Muslim). 

(iii). The hadith concerning intercession in which the Prophet 
(saws) said: ."..until when Allah (swt) is finished judging the people 
(on the Day of Resurrection) and would wish to remove from the 
Fire whom He will - of those who were on the faith of 'There is no 
god but Allah,’ He will order the angels to remove them (from the 
Fire), and they will recognize them from the signs of prostrations, - 
for Allah (swt) has forbidden the Fire that it eat the parts and areas 
affected by prostration. Therefore, they will remove them in a 
condition that the Fire would have eaten their flesh...." (Bukhari and 
Muslim). 

According to another report, they will remove a whole lot of 
people from the Fire which would have reached up to the middle of 
their shin, while some up to their knees..." (Muslim). 

The Fire then will be real, burning their flesh, and not simply as 
hot as the body temperature of the pigeons. 
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185/713. "Whenever he (the Prophet, sazus) 
removed his hair, cut his nails, or shaved his 
head, he sent it all to Jcinnatu-al-Baai' (graveyard) 
for burial" ( Batil ). 

Note: 

Ibn Abi Hatim says (2/337): “Abu Zur'a was asked about the 
hadith that Ya qub b. Muhammad Az-Zuhri has transmitted through 
Hisham b. 'Urwa, he through his father that 'A’isha said: ’’When 
he..." Abu Zur a replied, “This is baseless report.” 
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186/721. "Don't deaden your hearts by eating 
and drinking too much. The heart is like a plant. It 
dies with too much water" (Baseless). 

Note: 

Although Al-Ghazali has used it, it is a baseless hadith. Hafiz 
Iraqi has said: “1 could not trace it.” 


' 9 * % 
j <ukJ ^ lij ;06 jUl ja j , yo - \ AV 

187/727. "Let me be rid of the blacks. Blacks 
care only for their stomach and sex" {Maunlu). 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded this hadith in his “ AFKabir ” (2/122/3) 
tracing it through 'Abdullah ibn Raja’, Yahya b. Abi Sulayman 
al-Madini, 'Ata’ ibn Abi Rubah, and finally Ibn 'Abbas who 
reported that when blacks were mentioned before the Prophet he 
remarked, “Let me ...” 

Ibn Jawzi has, however, recorded this hadith in his 
“ Al-Mawduat ” (2/233), saying: “It is an inauthentic tradition. 
Bukhari has said about Yahya: 'He used to pass on strange 
ahadith 

Meaning-wise too the hadith is unacceptable. There are plenty of 
blacks who are pious to the exemplary level. One might note Ibn 
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Qayyim’s, remark: “All the ahadith that speak ill of the blacks are 
forged.” 
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188/774. "On the Day of Resurrection, the 
callers to Prayers ( tiiuadhdhin ) will be sitting on a 
camel (brought down) from Paradise, Bilal 
leading them. They'd be loudly uttering the 
words of adlmn. People will look at them and ask: 

Who are these? It will be said: Callers to Prayers 
from the Ummah of Muhammad (saws).' (On that 
Day) people will be in fear but not they, everyone 
will be worried but not they" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn Jawzi has declared it fake in his “ Al-Mawduat ” (2/90). Dara 
Qutni has reported Ibn Adiyy’s statement about one of the narrators 
Abul Walid Khalid b. Isma' il that he used to fabricate traditions and 
fasten them on trustworthy narrators." Suyuti also echoes him. 


J jUi-tT 443 % Jud\ - \ A 


189/782. A man devoted to worship but 
ignorant is like a donkey in a mill" (Fake). 
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Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy records it (1/345) through Muhamad b. Rizqallah, 
Na'im b.Hammad, Baqiyyah, Thawr b. Yezid, Khalid b. Ma'dan, 
and Wasilah b. Asqa'. Then he remarks: “1 do not know if anyone 
has related this hadith through Baqiyyah save Na'im.” 

Further Abu Nu'aym has also recorded it in his “ Al-Hilya ” 
(5/219) adding: “We do not write this hadith but through Baqiyyah. 
And I (Albani) say this Baqiyyah is unreliable because he used to 
quote ahadith from liars and fabricators as Ibn Hibban has said. 
Accordingly, Ibn Jawzi has also recorded the hadith in his 
"Al-Mawduat." 


3 j£» -d'jh tlPJ — t \ • 

190/786. "A father's supplication in favor of 
his son is like a prophet's supplication in favor of 
his Ummah" (Fake). 

Note: 

Abu Nu'aym has recorded it in his “Akhhar Al-Asbahan" tracing 
it through Abu Ayyub (son of Zubayraq’s brother). Yahya b. Sa'id 
al-Umawi, Khalf b. Habib, and Anas b. Malik. It has been recorded 
through other transmitters too. But Abu Abdullah (Ahmed ibn 
Hanbal) declared it as “Hadith with grave defects.” Ibn Jawzi has 
recorded it in his “ Al-Mcrwdu'at ’ basing his judgement on that of 
Ahmed b. Hanbal. Suyuti follows suit. However, and strangely, 
Suyuti has placed it in his “Jami' al-Saghir" too. His commentator 
Munawi has, however, criticized him for giving this hadith a place 
in his work. 

jjj.1 Jjsi J* C — J j I yjj' J* AiC ah - ^ 3 
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191/791. "Hospitality (to a traveler) is binding 
on the residents of cities and not on those of the 
countryside" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy (1/7) and Quda’i in “Musnad As-Shihab” (M\9) have 
both reported it via Ibrahim ibn 'Abdullah (the son of Abdur 
Razzaq’s brother), Sufyan, 'Ubaydullah, Nafi' and Ibn Umar. Ibn 
'Adiyy then throws in his remark: “All that 'Abdullah (the son of 
Abdur Razzaq’s brother) relates are fake and unreliable.” Dhahabi 
reports Dara Qutni as labelling this man a liar. Hafiz also thinks this 
hadith is fake. Therefore it is surprising that Suyuti has recorded it in 
his Jami' as Sahih. Munawi has of course criticized Suyuti. 

Meaningwise too the hadith is unacceptable since hospitality (of 
a traveller) is binding both on the residents of a city as well as of the 
countryside. And it is for three days after which it is treated as 
sadaqah. 


^ f-j* J ^ rj j Of juJm Vf JLlJlp u - \ ^ y 
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192/812. "O A'isha, don't you know that 
Allah (siot) has married me to Maryam the 
daughter of Imran, Kulthum, the sister of Musa 
and the Wife of Pharoah, in Paradise?" ( Munkar ) 

Note: 

Abu Sheikh has related it in his “ Tarikh ” (p. 288), through Abu 
Rabi', Abdun Noor, Yunus b. Shu'aib, and Abu Umamah. So has 
Uqayli, but adds: Yunus b. Shu aib had a failing memory in 
hadith. Bukhari has said: “His reports are of strange kind.” But I 
(Albani) say that the man who took the report from him (Abdun 
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Noor) is worse than Yunus b. Shu'aib, for he is a liar altogether, as 
Dhahabi has judged him. However, Suyuti records it in his Jami 
but to invoke Munawi who says there are narrators in the report who 
are unknown to him. 
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193/822. "When you write down a hadith , 
write it down with the details of the narrators for, 
if it happens to be authentic you will share in the 
rewards and if it happens to be fake the sin will be 
upon him [who fabricated it]" - Fake. 

Note: 

This tradition has been reported through Ubbad b. Ya'qub, 
Sa'id b. 'Amr, Mis'adah b. Sadaqah, Ja'fer b. Muhammad, his 
father, ’ Ali b. Hussain and his father. But the problem in this chain is 
the occurrence of Mis adah b. Sadaqah who had been abandoned by 
the tradition ists. Dhahabi, therefore, judges this hadith as fake and 
Hafiz follows suit. Nonetheless, once again Suyuti has recorded it in 
his collection (terming it merely week) and once again Munawi 
differs with him and says the report is a yarn. 

[It may also be remembered that the science of hadith developed 
much later. At the time of the Prophet (saws) the terms specific to 
the science such as “Matan,” (text) “ Isnad ,” (chain of narrators) etc., 
did not exist. They were coined later: Au.]. 
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194/889. "Jiza is a piece of garden from the 
garden in Paradise and Egypt is Allah's treasure 
on earth" {Mawdu ). 

Note: 

Abu Nu'aym has recorded this report in his “Nus-hatu Nubait b. 
Sharit ” tracing it through Ibn Nubait, Ibn Is-haq, Ahmed b. 
Ibrahim, and he from his father. But Suyuti after placing it in his 
"Dhayl Al-Ahadith Al-MaM>du'ah” says that Ahmed ibn Ibrahim is 
untrustworthy. Ibn Iraq also declared him a liar. 


W : Jti «*>CaJl 'pjb 01 lij blT -S 
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195/891. "When Bilal stood up for calling up 
the congregation he used to first say: " Assalamu 
'Alaika Ayyuhan Nabiyyu Wa Rahmatullahi Wa 
Barakatuhu. Yarhamuka Allah." [That is, "Allah's 
peace, mercy and blessings be upon you O 
Prophet. May Allah show you have mercy]" - 
Fake. 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded this report in his “Awsat” (1/27/1 - Majma' 
al-Bahrain) tracing it through Miqdam Ibn Da’ud, 'Abdullah 
b. Muhammad b. Al-Mughira, Kamil Abul 'Ala, Abu Saleh, and 
Abu Hurayrah, throwing in his remark: “Nobody has narrated a 
hadith from Kamil except 'Abdullah.” 

But I (Albani) say that in addition Miqdad b. Ibn Da'ud is also 
untrustworthy. So is the opinion of Nasa’i. 
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This report seems to be the basis of the ' bid'ah ’ practiced in 
some parts of Syria where a caller to the congregation begins with 
these words. And if there be any truth in the hadith it could be that 
when Bilal wanted to call the people to the assembly, while the 
Prophet (saws) was still in his house (which had a door opening into 
the mosque), he would go up to the door and say Al-Salamu 
'alaykum. ’ 

Moreover, it must be noted that there is nothing wrong with the 
'salat' and 'salam' on the Prophet, but in its introduction before 
another act of worship makes it unacceptable. Unless there is an 
specific injunction to this effect there is no virtue in insisting upon 
their combination. This should be clear from the following incident. 
A man said Al-hamdu Lillah after he sneezed and then added, 
' Wassalatu Wassalamu 'Ala Rasulillah: Ibn 'Umar was present. He 
said: “1 also say ' Al-Hamdulillah,' and I also say 'Assalatu 
Wassalamu 'Ala Rasulillah.' But 1 do not combine them. This is not 
what the Prophet (saws) has taught us to say when we sneeze. 
Therefore, say, ' Alhamdu lillah’, adding 'Lillahi Rabbil 'Alameen ’ 
or 'Alaa Kulli Haul ' if you wish.” 

To put it in simpler words, it is a virtue to say ' Al-Hamdulillah ' 
after sneezing, and a good thing to send peace to the Prophet (saws) 
but no virtue in combining the two. 
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196/894. "Whoever wished to live my kind of 
life, die my kind of death, and live in Paradise that 
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my Lord has prepared (for me), let him take ' Ali 
as his umliyy after me, and treat his friend as his 
own friend, and let him follow the Imams after 
me, for they are of my family. They were created 
from the same earthly material that I was created 
from, and given knowledge and understanding. 

And woe unto him who denied them their special 
status in the Umrnah after me: those who severed 
their relationship with me and I will not be the 
one to intercede on their behalf with Allah" 
(Fabricated). 

Note: 

Abu Nu'aym reports this (1/86) through Ahmed b. Muhammad 
b. Yezid b. Salim, Abdur Rahman b.Tmran b. Abi Layla, Ya'qub b. 
Musa al-Hashmi, Musa al-Hashmi, Abu Rawwad, Isma'il b. 
Umaiyyah, Tkramah, and finally Ibn 'Abbas. Abu Nu'aym then 
adds: “This is a ' GhariF report.” 

And I (Albani) say the chain of this report is a dark one. All the 
narrators, except for Ibn Abi Da'ud, are unknown. I could not trace 
their lives anywhere. I can at best say that we know Muhammad b. 
Yezid b. Salim who perhaps could be the same person as Ibn Salim 
al-Ansari of Trabulas (Tripoli) who is better known as Ibn Abi 
Hanajir. Ibn Abi Hatim has said about him: “We used to write down 
his report, for he was a trustworthy man,” (1/1/73). His biography 
can be found in u Tarikh Ibn ' Asakir ” (2/Q/l 13 - 1/1 14). 

As for the rest I know none of them and one of them could be the 
fabricator of this report. 

However, the hadith is also to be found in “ Al-Jami ' al-Kabir ” 
(2/253/1 ) and in Ibn Asakir’s “ Tarikh Dimashq ” after quoting which 
he says: “This is a munkar hadith in which there are more than one 
narrator that are unknown.” 

This is one of those ahadith that 'Abdul Hussein al-Musawi has 
taken from “ Kanz al-'UmmaF (6/155 and 217-218), ignoring the 
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author’s own judgement that this is a weak report. In fact, this is not 
just one, rather this man’s book is full of such baseless reports that 
he presents without any care for even those “Principles of Hadith 
Criticism” that the Shi'a apply to their reports. 

It may also be added that had the Shi'a agreed with the Sunnis 
over the rules set for Hadith Criticism, many dispute between them 
could be resolved. But with such variance in faiths, concepts and 
principles, there is no hope of the two ever coming to an 
understanding with each other. 
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197/916. "To recline on a staff ('asa) is one of 
the habits of the prophets. The Prophet (saws) had 
a staff on which he reclined, and recommended 
the same to us" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Abu al-Sheikh has reported this tradition in “ Akhlaq an-Nabiyy ” 
(p. 259), and Ibn 'Adiyy in “ Al-KamiF (Q. 1/130) - both through 
Uthman b. 'Abdur Rahman, Al-Mu'alla b. Hilal, Layth, Mujahid 
and Ibn 'Abbas to whom this saying is attributed. Ibn Adiyy has 
also narrated this report tracing it through Al-Mu'alla with his 
following remark: “He used to fabricate ahadith'' Further, the 
Abdur Rahman of this narration is Al-Hurrani al-Tura’ifi. Although 
he himself was a trustworthy narrator he narrated through unreliable 
persons. Ultimately he himself came under a cloud. 
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198/924. "There are sins that nothing can wipe 
out: neither Prayers, Fasts, Hajj nor Umrah." It 
was asked, 'What will wipe them out O 
Messenger of Allah?' He replied, "Worries over 
earning one's livelihood" (Spurious). 

Note: 

The hadith has been reported by Tabrani in his “ Al-Awsat ” 
(1/134/1), by Abu Nuaym in his “ Al-Hilyah ” (6/253), Al-Khatib in 
his “ At-Talkhis ” (2/6 1 ) and Ibn ' Asakir ( 1 5/332/1 ). All of them have 
traced it through Muhammad b. Salam al-Misri, Yahya b. 'Abdul 
Hakim b. Bukair, Malik b. Anas, Muhammad b. Amr, Abu 
Salam ah, and finally Abu Hurayrah (ra). 

However, _ Al-Khatib has said about this report: “A lot of 
'Munkar ’ ahadith have been reported through Yahya b. Bukair.” Ibn 
Asakir’s opinion is: “It is a strange report.” Dhahabi goes a step 
forward and says this particular hadith is fabricated. 


JaS tOL-dJl ^ Uj Jj 'ij cji ^ J^-b 

199/926. "O People, (your) Lord is One, (your) 
father is one (Adam), and to be an Arab is not 
necessarily to be through your father or mother, 
rather through the language. So whoever spoke 
Arabic is an Arab" (Very weak). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Asakir, (7/203/1) has recorded this through Al-'Ala b. 

Salim, Naqira b. 'Isa al-Wasti, Abu Bakr Adh-Dhahali, Malik b. 

Anas Az-Zuhri, Abu Salamah and finally Abdur Rahman who said: 

“Qays b. Mattatiyyah came across a group of people. It included 
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persons like Salman al-Farsi, Suhayb Ar-Rumi, and Bilal the 
Abyssinian. He asked, Aws and Khazraj (are the tribes that) helped 
this man (the Prophet - saws), but who are these (meaning Salman 
al-Farsi and others)?’ Upon this Mu'adh ibn Jabal rose up, caught 
him by his collar and dragged him to the Prophet (saws). When he 
was told what the man had said, the Prophet (saws) got up, entered 
the mosque and it was announced that the people were to assemble. 
It was then the Prophet said these words (i.e., the hadith quoted 
above). When the Prophet had said those words Mu'adh ibn Jabal 
asked the Prophet (saws) what was to be done with the the man, - 
whom he was still holding by his collar. The Prophet (.saws) said: 
'Leave him alone for the Fire (of Hell).’ And Qays was one of those 
who renounced their Islam at the death of the Prophet and was killed 
(in the war against the apostates during the time of Abu Bakr - ra).” 

Nevertheless, I (Albani) say that this report is weak because of 
the presence of Abu Bakr Adh-Dhahali in the chain of narrators. 
(The name however has been mis-spelt, he is actually Abu Bakr 
Al-Hudhali). Dara Qutni and Nasa’i have held the same opinion of 
this man. In fact, Ghundhar has gone to the extent of alleging lies to 
him. The hadith is also in “ Tarikh Ibn 'Asakir" (where the man is 
rightly spelt). Ibn 'Asakir writes there that the narrate does not reach 
the Prophet at all. 

Ibn Taymiyyah’s opinion seems to be very near the truth who 
states in his “ Al-lqtida' ’ (P. 169) that, “The hadith is weak ... 
although meaning wise it is not far from truth. Indeed, from a certain 
angle it is trustworthy.” 
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200/935. “The best of my Ummah in every 
generation will be five hundred, and forty Abdal. These 
five hundred will never decrease in number, nor the 
forty. Every time one of the five hundred dies Allah 
(swt) will substitute with another, and so He will of the 
forty'. The people said, Tell us something about their 
deeds. He replied. They will pardon those who wrong 
them, will do good to those who do them evil, and will 
equitably spend of what Allah gives them’“ 
(Mawdu”). 


Mote: 

Abu Nuaym has recorded this in his “ Hilyah ” (1/8). So has Ibn 
Jawzi in his “ Mawdu 'at' ’ (3/151) tracing it through Sa'id ibn 
Zaydun, Abdullah ibn Harun As-Suri, Awza'i, Zuhri, Nafi', and 
Ibn Umar. 

However, this chain of narration is filled with darkness. I do not 
know who these Sa'id ibn Abi Zaydun and Abdullah ibn Harun 
As-Suri are. Although Dhahabi has quoted the latter in his 
Mizcmhe said there: The report concerning the characteristics of 
the Abdctl is untrue. Ibn Hajr also agrees with this assessment. 

Suyuti has, however, recorded the report in his “Jami' al-Saghir” 
and termed it “Hasan.” But Munawi does not agree with him and 
reminds that Ibn Jawzi has declared it a fabrication. 
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201/971. "O Lord you know that 'Ali was 
detained because of an affair of Your Messenger, 
therefore, return its shine (i.e., the sun's) for him." 
According to another narration: n O Lord, if he 
was in Your obedience and Your Messenger's 
obedience, then return the sun for him." Asma' 
says, "I saw the sun rising back after it had set" 
(Phoney). 

Note: 

Tahawi has recorded this report in his “ Mushkil Al-Athar ” (2/9) 
tracing it through Ahmed b. Saleh, Ibn Abi Fudaik, Muhammad b. 
Musa, ' Aun b. Muhammad, he from his mother Umm Ja'fer, and she 
from Asma’ bint Umais. The complete report is as follows: AThe 
Prophet (saws) did his Zuhr Prayer in Sahba’ then sent ' Ali on an 
errand. He did his ' Asr Prayers during 'Ali’s absence. When 'Ali 
returned (to Sahba’) the Prophet placed his head in his lap and went 
to sleep. 'Ali did not move a bit until the Prophet woke up. But the 
sun had set by then and 'Ali had not done his 'Asr. So the Prophet 
prayed to Allah in these words.” 

There are several hidden problems with some of the narrators in 
the chain. It should suffice perhaps to present Ibn Taymiyya’s 
remarks. He said: “The hadith about the reappearance of the sun for 
'Ali, although quoted by Tahawi and Qadi Iyad, is a fabrication as 
stated by Ibn Jawzi in his ”Mawdu'at " ... One serious problem with 
it is that the incident is reported to have taken place in Khyber. But 
we know that around one thousand four hundred Companions had 
accompanied the Prophet in this expedition. Had the story been true, 
the report should have come to us from hundreds of sources both 
believers as well as the unbelievers since reappearance of the sun 
after it had set is an incident of no small significance. In fact, we 
know that it was during the siege of Khyber itself that the Prophet 
said: “Tomorrow I’ll give the standard to someone whom Allah and 
His Messenger love.” The next day he gave it to 'Ali (ra). This 
incident has been reported by many narrators, while the other, and 
more significant, has not been reported by them. In fact, this report is 
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not to be found in any reliable hadith collection, rather the 
traditionists have agreed that it should be ignored and not quoted. 

Furthermore, it may be noted that the Prophet (saws) himself 
missed his 'Asr Prayer during the battle of the Ditch. The Prophet 
cursed the pagans but did not pray that the sun be brought back for 
him and his companions including 'Ali. Similarly, the Prophet 
missed his Fajr Prayer in a desert but did not pray for its return. 
True, a Sahih hadith says that the setting of the sun was delayed for 
Yusha' b. Nun (Joshua of the Bible). But there is a world of 
difference between delay in the setting of the sun (which may or 
may not be noticed) and its reappearance (which cannot be missed 
by anyone). It might be in order to point out here that the splitting of 
the moon on our Prophet’s behest, occurred at night, at a time when 
the great majority of people were asleep. That is the reason why the 
incident, although confirmed by the Qur’an, has not been widely 
reported. 

Ibn Kathir and Dhahabi are also in agreement that the hadith is 
fake. 
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202/998. "Shu'ayb (asivs) cried in love of Allah 
until he became blind. Allah (swt) restored his 
eyesight and then sent him the following 
message: 'O Shu’ayb. What made you cry? Was it 
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out of the craving for Paradise or was it out of fear 
of the Fire?' He replied: My Lord and my Master. 

You know that neither it was out of craving for 
Your Paradise nor out of fear of the Fire. Rather, 
my heart is filled with Your love, so that if I can 
look at Your Face, it is enough (of a reward) for 
me, after which I don't care what happens to me.' 

Allah (swt) revealed to him: O Shu'ayb. If that 
truly be your desire, then glad tidings to you for 
the day when you will meet Me. This is the reason 
why I placed Musa (nsws) at your service'" (Very 
weak). 

Note: 

Khatib has recorded this report in his “ Tarikh ” (6/3 15), quoting it 
from Abu Sa'd, he from his father, he through Abu 'Abdullah 
Muhammad b. Is-haq Al-Ramali, Abu al-Walid Hisham b. ' Ammar, 
Isma il b. 'Ayyash, Buhair b. Sa'ad, Khalid b. Ma'dan, and finally 
Shaddad b. Aws. 

Khatib reports this hadith under Abu Sa'ad’s biography whose 
full name he gives as Isma'il b. ' Ali b. al-Hasan b. Bindaar the 
preacher of Isterabaz, adding: “This man came to us in Baghdad 
while on his way to Hajj, and 1 heard from him this hadith which is, 
considering its transmitters, quite strange, and of which he didn't 
seem to be sure himself.” 

Dhahabi, however, has said about 'Ali b. Hasan, the father of this 
person Isma'il, that Muhammad b. Tahir had declared him 
unreliable; to which Ibn Najjar adds that he was “Weak.” 

And I (Albani) says that what casts a suspicious shadow on the 
hadith is Shu'ayb’s statement, “My crying is neither out of craving 
for Paradise nor out of fear of the Fire.” This happens to be the 
philosophy of the sufis. Further, this particular saying is commonly 
attributed to Rabi'a al-'Adawiyyah (al-Busriyyah). It is reported 
that she used to say in her supplications - if such attribution is 
correct, “O Lord. I do not worship You for the love of Your Paradise 
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nor out of fear of Your Fire.” These words however cannot be 
uttered by a person who knows Allah (sw/) in the way He should be 
known, who realizes His Greatness, and knows His Generosity and 
bounties. Anyone who knows these things will surely worship Him 
out of love of rewards that He has prepared for the pious - one of 
which is the Beatific Vision. He would also fear the punishment He 
has prepared for the evildoers - one of which would be the denial of 
the Beatific Vision. The Qur’an says: “Nay, on that Day they will be 
screened from (sighting) their Lord)' This is the reason why the 
Messengers of Allah - who were the most complete of knowledge - 
did not supplicate in the words of the report in question. Rather they 
worshiped Him out of desire for Paradise. And why not when it is in 
Paradise that they will obtain the greatest of blessings viz. the 
Beatific Vision? They worshiped Allah (swt) in fear of His Fire. And 
why not when entry into it would mean denial of the Beatific 
Vision? Hence we see that after talking of a group of Messengers the 
holy Qur an ended with the words: “ They (the Messengers) 
hastened to good deeds and supplicated to Us with love and fear , 
and they were submissive (to Us)." 

[The above said, we might point out that the basic point is that the 
report is untrustworthy because of weak narrators. Its last line is also 
obviously wrong since the Shu'ayb whom Musa (asws) served was 
different from the Prophet Shu'ayb mentioned in the Qur’an, 
although both from Madyan. As for interpretation of the textual 
words, it should be obvious that there is room for looking at them in 
a variety of ways. For instance, one may argue that love is 
paramount. Anyone in love with Allah, the kind of love that the 
Shari'ah demands, will not be subjected to punishment and will not 
be denied the Beatific Vision. Trustworthy ahadith extol the two 
believers who met each other for no other cause but for love in 
Allah. Further, it might be argued that the statement is rather of the 
poetic nature and not to be taken literally. 

We might also quote a line from Alusi. While explaining verse 
57 of Surah Al-Isra, he writes, “A believer’s faith should be well 
balanced between the two: hope and fear, throughout his life. 
However, with the approach of death, hope should become 
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predominant. It is reported of some of the devoted the words, ‘I do 
not worship Allah in the hope of Paradise or in fear of Hellfire/ 
People have divided themselves over the statement into critics and 
adulators. The explanation is as follows. If someone said those 
words expressing his freedom from the need of Allah's bounty, 
then, he is in error and an unbeliever. But if another said them in 
belief that Allah deserves to be worshipped, for His own sake, even 
if there was no Paradise and no Hellfire, then, such a person is truly a 
knwledgeable man - ‘ arij \ “ 

Nevertheless, the above report may be quoted as a hadith , since it 
is not a proven tradition coming down from our Prophet: Au.]. 
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203/1058. "When the Prophet (saws) finished 
his Prayer he would rub his forehead with his 
right hand and say: " I testify that there is no god 
save Allah, the Kind, the Merciful. O Allah 
remove from me anxiety and depression" (Very 
weak). 

Note: 

Ibn as-Saniyy has recorded thisrn his " A l -yaw m \va layalah ” (no. 
1 10), and Ibn SanTun in his “AmalF (Q. 2/176), tracing it through 
Salam al-Mada'ini, Zayd al-'Ammi, Mu'awiayyah b. Qurra, ending 
with Anas b. Malik. 

The chain of transmission, nonetheless, is a forged one. Salam 
al-Mada'ini was a liar. 

Ibn 'Adiyy has also recorded it but adds his remark that several 
ahadith of this nature are unreliable. 
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204/1083. "When you are narrated a line from 
me, and you find that it confirms with the truth, 
then accept it, whether I said it or not" (Fake). 

Note: 

'Uqayli ( Du_afa\ p.9), Hirawi ( Dhamm al-Kalam , 4/78/2), and 
Ibn Hazm ( Ahkam , 2/78) have reported this hadith through Ash 'ash 
b. Biraz, Qatadah, 'Abdullah ibn Shaqiq, and finally Abu Hurayrah. 
However, Uqayli says: “The chain of transmission of this hadith is 
not right. Ash'ash is unreliable.” Ibn Hazm adds about him: “A liar, 
who was abandoned ” He also reports Yahya as saying that the 
report is baseless. Bukhari and Nasa'i have also expressed their 
adverse opinions of the man. 

Suyuti has cited three separate chains of transmissions of this 
hadith , but all are defective. 


^*Jtj “T * o 


205/1200. "Coarseness and rebellion is (to be 
found) in Syria" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy (1/25) and Ibn Jawzi (Al- 'Ilal: 1/312) have recorded 
the hadith tracing it through Fadl b. al-Mukhtar, Aban b. Abu 
'Ayyash, and finally Anas b. Malik. 
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Ibn Jawzi, however, has said about Aban b. Abu Ayyash that his 
memory had weakened in his old age. Dhahabi has expressed his 
mistrust of Fadl al-Mukhtar while Ibn Jawzi distrusts both of them. 


jT ji]\ ja iMJii t ' O' yih j* — V * 1 

206/1421. "Whoever accepted wages on the 
Qur'an, then that is his share of the Qur'an (and 
nothing in the Hereafter)" - Spurious. 

[Note: 

Abu Nu'aym has recorded it in his “ Al-Hilyah " (7/142) tracing it 
through Is-haq ibn al-Anbari, 'Abdul Wahhab Thaqafi, Sufyan. 
Suhail, he through his father, who related on Abu Hurayra's 
authority. 

Dhahabi however, has declared Is-haq a liar. Accordingly, while 
commenting on the hadith Munawi says in JamV al-Saghir that if 
the author (Suyuti) had not included it, it would have been better. 

[The consensus of the scholars is that if a man frees himself 
entirely for teaching the Qur’an, and, consequently, does not find 
time to earn his livelihood, he is free to accept a fee for teaching the 
Qur'an: Au.]. 


JtklliJl lij ,Jai [fj U -Y • V 

207/1432. "No Prophet ever experienced a wet 
dream. Wet dreams are from Satan" (Batil). 
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Mote: 

The hadilh is from Ibn 'Adiyy’s “ Al-Kamil ” (Q. 2/127) with the 
following chain of transmission: Sulayman b. 'Abdul Aziz 
Al-Zuhri, Ibrahim b. Abi Habibah, Da’ud b. al-Hussein, Ikrimah 
ending with Ibn 'Abbas. 

Ibn 'Adiyy’s own assessment is that Da’ud was unreliable. I 
(Albani) am personally doubtful about the identity of another person 
in the chain, viz, Sulayman b. 'Abdul 'Aziz. 

Bukhari, Hafiz and Abu Hatirn distrust another man viz. Ibn Abu 
Habibah. 
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208/1478. “Forty of my followers will always 
be on earth whose heart will be like the heart of 
Ibrahim (asws). It is because of them that Allah 
(slot) will withhold punishment from the people 
of the earth. They are called " Al-Abddl." They 
would have attained that status not through 
Prayers, fasting or charity." The Companions 
asked: “How else would they have attained that 
status?" He replied: "Through generosity and 
sincerity towards the Ummah" (Very weak). 
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Note: 

Tabrani has recorded it in his “ Al-Mujam al-Kabir ” (10390) and 
Abu Nu'aym has taken it from him for his “Al-Hilyah” (4/173). It 
has been traced through: Ahmed b. Da'ud Makki, Thabit b. Ayyash 
al-Ahdab, Abu Raja’ al-Kalbi, A' mash, Zayd b. Wahab, and finally 
Ibn Mas'ud. 

Abu Nu'aym’s opinion is that the hadith is weak because of 
A mash and Zayd. Ibn Adiyy however says Abu Raja , whose real 
name is Ruh ibn al-Musayyib, was not to be trusted for his memory. 
Such is also the opinion of Ibn Hibban (1/299). 




209/1492. "Allah (szvt) refuses to accept any 
good deed from an innovator (sahib al-buVah) 
unless he gives up his innovation" (Munkar). 

Note: 

Ibn Majah has recorded this hadith (no. 50). So has Ibn Abi 
'Asim in his “A1 -sunnah” (Q. 2/4) and so has Daylami (1/1/80), all 
of them tracing it through Abu Sheikh, Bishr b. Mansur al-Hannat, 
Abu Zayd, Abu al-Mughirah, and finally Ibn 'Abbas. But the whole 
chain of transmission is replete with unknown transmitters. In fact 
there is another hadith that is worse than this one in its strength of 
narrators, which is as follows. 
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210/1493. Allah ( [swt ) does not accept from an 
innovator either fasts. Prayers, charity, Hajj, 
Umrah, Jihad or his just dealings. He goes out of 
Islam the way a hair is pulled out of dough" 
(Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn Majah has recorded this hadith (no. 49) tracing it through 
Muhammad b. Mihsan, Ibrahim b. Abu 'Ablah, 'Abdullah b. 
Al-Daylami, and Hudhaifah. 

Hafiz however has declared Ibn Mihsan a liar in his “ Al-Taqrib .” 


■d SjUS" j\i «&i yUxlJi )ij -y \ ^ 

211/1518. "If one of you happens to slander his 
brother, let him pray to Allah (swt) for his 
forgiveness. This is a means of expiation" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy in his Kamil (1/153), Sakan b. Jumai' in his 
“A hadith'’ (421), and Wahidi in his Tafsir (1/82/4) have reported 
this hadith through Sulayman b. 'Amr, Abu Hazim, Sahl b. Sa'd 
who reports directly from the Prophet (.smvs). But Sulayman of this 
chain (who is actually Abu Da’ud An-Nakha'i) is a well known liar. 
Ibn 'Adiyy refers to several ahadith reported by Sulayman through 
Abu Hazim and declares that all his reports are phoney. 

Another narration has come through Amr b. al-Azhar, Aban, 
Abu Hazim (as recorded by Abu Bakr al-Kalabazi - Q. 2/109). But, 
in this chain Aban - who is actually Ibn Abu 'Ayyash - had been 
abandoned. Bukhari’s assessment of 'Amr b. al-Azhar is that he was 
alleged to be a liar. Nasa’i and Ahmed also distrust him 
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Reports of the same meaning appear in various hadith books: at 
least in six collections. But all of them have one or more 
untrustworthy reporters in the chain of transmission. Hence the 
hadith stands rejected. 
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212/152 7. "Whoever recited the 97th chapter 
(Al-Qndr) of the Qur'an once after ablution will be 
counted among the siddiqim. Whoever recited it 
twice will have his name entered in the register of 
the martyrs, while he who recited it thrice will be 
raised up on the Day of Judgement in the 
company of Prophets" (Fake). 

Note: 

It has been preserved by Daylami ( Musnad al-Firdaws) and 
Suyuti (in his Al-Haawi Li al Fatawa, and Jami' al-Kabir. 2/61), 
tracing it through Abu 'Ubayda, Hasan (al-Busri) and Anas b. 
Malik. But Abu 'Ubayda is an unknown person. Sakhawi has said 
that the hadith is groundless. 
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213/1543. "Allah (szef) does not extend one's 
life-span once the appointed hour (of death) has 
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arrived. Rather, the increase in one's term (over 
what was originally decreed), is granted by 
supplications that his virtuous offsprings make in 
his favor (after his death), so that he is rewarded 
for them in his grave. This is the increase in 
life-span (that other reports speak of)" - Munkar. 

Note: 

'Uqayli has reported this in his “Ad-du'qju” (2/134), Ibn 'Adiyy 
(1/160) and Ibn Hibban in his own “ Ad-du'afa ”’(1/331), all of them 
tracing it through Sulayman b. 'Ata, Maslamah b. 'Abdullah 
al-Johani, he through his uncle Abu Mishja'a b. Ruba'i and he 
through Abu Darda who said that they asked the Prophet (saws) 
about increase in one’s life-span and he said (the above words). 

Bukhari said that this man (i.e., Sulayman) used to relate strange 
ahadith ( Manakir ). Abu Hatim has said about the same transmitter 
in his “ Al-Mizan ” that he is not “Strong.” 

Ibn Kathir has however quoted the hadith (3/550). And this is 
one example of how the two Halabi authors have erred. They have 
retained this hadith in their abridgement of Ibn Kathir’s Tafsir 
which they say is free of weak narrations, a claim far from the truth. 
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214/1550. "When a woman leaves her house 
without the permission of her husband, she is 
cursed by everything on which the sun and the 
moon shine, until her husband forgives her" 
(Forged). 
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Note: 

Daylami has recorded it (1/2/353-354), tracing it through Abu 
Nu'aym, Abu Hadbah and Anas. But Abu Hadbah is an abandoned 
transmitter. 

We have also recorded this hadith elsewhere (number 1020) 
where the text is slightly different. But that hadith is also fake. That 
has been preserved by Khatib al-Baghdadi in his “Tarikh 
al-BaghdacT (6/200-201). Hadba figures in that version also, and 
Ibn Ma'in has said about him that he was "a dirty liar." I bn Hibban 
has called him one of the Dajjals. 

XL* uydji 'LL 31J ^ ^ 0 


215/1551, "'Whoever intended in a night to 
raise the prices (exorbitantly) for my Ummah will 
have his 40 years of good deeds destroyed by 
Allah" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy (1/161) and Khatib (4/60) have reported this hadith 
through Sulayman b. 'Isa al-Sijzi, 'Abdul 'Aziz b. Abu Ruwwad, 
Naff and finally Ibn 'Umar. But Ibn 'Adiyy adds: “This man 
Sulayman b. 'Isa used to fabricate ahadith. Most, if not all of his 
ahadith are forged. Khatib says that the report is Munkar and 
Sulayman was a liar who used to forge ahadith . Suyuti has also 
endorsed these views. The report has been stolen by another liar 
Ma'inun b. Ahmed al-Sulami and reported in Ibn Asakir 
(2/122/16). That version has more than one liars in its chain of 
transmission. 

LL Xa\'/ 
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216/156 7. "A seal adds to the worth of a letter" 
(Fake). 

Note: 

Tabrani has reported this hadith in his “Al-Awsat” Al-Quda'i in 
his “Musnad As-Shihab” (1/5) and Tha'labi in his “Tafsir” (1/12/3) 
tracing it through Muhammad b. Marwan As-Suddi, Muhammad b. 
As-Sa'ib, Abu Saleh and Ibn 'Abbas. 

But the presence of Suddi - who was alleged to have been a liar - 
makes the hadith unacceptable. According to Haythami (8/99) 
Suddi stands rejected. 

ja jsP o jF \ j iCj&ka 4k*j\ j oU&ij j£) Jji — Y W 

217/1569. "The beginning of the month of 
Ramadan is Mercy, its middle period Forgiveness 
and its closing period release from the Fire" 
(Munkar). 

Note: 

The following have traced this hadith : 'Uqayli in his 
“ Ad-Du'afa ' (172), Ibn 'Adiyy (1/165), Khatib in his 
” Al-Mawaddah " (2/77), Daylami (1/1/10-1 1), Ibn Asakir( 1/506/8) 

- all of them through Salam b. Miswar, Maslamah b. As-Salt, Zuhri, 
Abu Salamah and finally Abu Hurayrah. 

'Uqayli’s judgement, however, is that the hadith has no basis if 
reported through Zuhri. Ibn Adiyy said: “Salam is not trustworthy 
And Maslamah is unknown.” Dhahabi has the same opinion. Abu 
Hatim’s opinion of Maslamah is no better. 

ja frUjjl “Y \ A 
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218/1581. "The whole of the last Wednesday 
of a month is an ominous day" (MawdiF). 

Note: 

Khatib has brought this hadith in his iL Tarikh Baghdad ” ( 1 4/405) 
tracing it through Maslamah b. Salt, Abu Wazir the Registrar with 
the Abbassid Khalifa al-Mahdi, who reported his father who in turn 
traced it to Ibn 'Abbas. 

Maslamah, however, stands rejected. Hafiz has also rejected this 
man in his “ Al-Lisan ” Ibn Jawzi has noted another version in his 
“ Al-Mawdu 'at.” 


j&y /Ip jii-i Ot3 t ^ ^ 

219/158 7. "Cool down your food, for hot food 
bears no barakah (benediction)" - Weak. 

note: 

This hadith has been reported in “Jami ' al-Saghir ” wherein it has 
been copied from Daylami through Ibn 'Umar. Hakim has traced it 
through Jabir, Asma\ Mushaddad, and Abu Yahya. Tabrani has 
recorded it in his “ Al-Awsat ” through Abu Hurayrah and Abu 
Nu'aym in his “ Hilyah ” through Anas. 

However, these reports contradict each other. For the report 
coming through Asma 7 says: “( Cool down your food), for it is 
preferable for benediction (i.e., barakah).” This of course is a Sahih 
hadith . Nevertheless, it must be noted that the Prophet (saws) was 
speaking of steaming food and not just hot or warm food, as pointed 
out by Munawi, who quotes the hadith giving the context of the 
hadith as follows. Once steaming food was placed before the 
Prophet (ttmvs) and he said these words. Again, Abu Yahya is not a 
very reliable person. Finally, Ish-aq b. Ka'b is another transmitter 
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falling in the chain through which Daylami has reported the hadith. 
Dhahabi has declared this man unsound. True, the hadith has other 
sources also, but in those chains too there is someone or the other 
who is untrustworthy: for instance Muhammad b. 'Ubaydullah 
al- Azrami, whom Hakim has rejected. So is another hadith of this 
nature coming through 'A’isha, which I have noted under another 
report, no. 1654 (not reproduced here: Au.). 
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220/1598. "He (the Prophet) disliked 
cau ter izing and hot food saying. Cool down vour 
food for that brings bnrakah. Remember, there is 
no barakah in hot food/ And, he had a kohl bottle 
from which he applied kohl three times to each of 
his eyes every night before going to bed" (Very 
Weak). 


Note: 

Abu Nu’aym has recorded this version in his “ Hilyah ” (8/252) 
tracing it through 'Abdullah ibn Khubaiq, Yousuf b. Asbat, 
'Azrami, Safwan b. Sulaim, and Anas b. Malik. However, Yousuf 
had a bad memory and his master Azrami was worse than him. In 
fact Hafiz has declared him as one “abandoned.” 
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221 / 1608. "He used to eat pumpkin very often. 

I asked him: 'Apostle of Allah! You eat pumpkin 
quite often!' He replied, 'It strengthens the brain, 
and sharpens the intellect" (Fake). 

Note: 

Abu Sheikh has related this hadith in his “ Akhlaq an-Nabiyy ” (p. 
231) tracing it through Nasr b. Hammad, Yahya b, 'Ala’, 
Muhammad b. 'Abdullah who says he heard Anas say these words. 
But in this chain Nasr b. Hammad and Yahya b. 'Ala’ are both liars. 
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222/1611. "When one of you proposes to a 
woman, let him enquire about her hair, as he 
would about her beauty, for hair is one of the two 
beautiful things" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Daylami has recorded this report in his “ Musnad al-Firdaws ” 
(1/1/1 10) tracing it through Is-haq b. Bishr al-Kahili, 'Abdullah b. 
Idris Madini, Ja'far b. Muhammad, his father, his grandfather, 
ending with ' Ali. 

In this report it is Is-haq who is the fabricator. Dara Qutni said 
about him, u The man used to fabricate reports.” 
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Another hadith has been quoted by Dara Qutni who traces it 
through another fabricator and liar Hasan ibn ' Ali ' Adawi. Both Ibn 
Jawzi and Suyuti have quoted this report and declared it fabricated 


-- J . If „ ' o , , 

223/1614. "He used to curse professional 
scalers and a woman who got her face scaled" 
(Weak). 


Note: 

Imam Ahmed has recorded this report (6/250) tracing it through 

A AM US || S i?f; u Um T Nahar bint Rifa ’ wh0 said that Amina bint 
Abdullah told her that when she went to see 'A'isha she told her 
that He used to curse....” 

The hadith however is weak because, as Haythami has pointed 
out there are two women transmitters whom we do not know viz. 
Amina and Umm Nahar. 

f ? r Am i na she .ferns to be the Qaisiyyah about whom 
saint has said that Ja fer b. Kaisan used to quote ahadith through 
her but her person is not known (in detail). As for Umm Nahar 1 
could not locate her in the biographies. 

The hadith lias another version in Musnad Ahmed. This one 

through Karima bint Hammam who says that she heard 'A’isha (ra) 

say: O women. Beware of scaling your faces.” So a woman asked 

bn aboat dy,n S hair ” She said: “There is no harm in that, 

smell ” Ah, n Pa S ’" Ce my beloved (saw ^ did not hke its 
smell. Abu Da ud (4164) and Nasa’i (2/280) have also recorded 

this version but the report is weak because of the presence of Karima 
whomno onehasdeclared trustworthy; although Hafiz has, in his 
Tagnb, declared that she could be accepted if there are other 
versions supporting what she relates. 
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Ibn Jawzi has another version to report in which 'A’isha (ra) 
reports that: “The Prophet disapproved of those who lascerate the 
skin, shave it, aperture it or scale it.” However, he does not write 
down the chain of transmitters and hence the report cannot be 
accepted. 

In the light of the above, the hadith remains weak and cannot be 
used in legal rulings. 1 chose to present these details because I 
happened to see the commentary on Surah Nur (whose Arabic 
version has been published) in which Abu al-A la Mawdudi states 
the hadith and then writes: “These rulings (about the scaling or 
cleaning of the facial skin by women: tr.) have been reported to us 
through trustworthy ahadith found in the six Sahih collections, as 
well as in Musnad Ahmed and reported through such figures as 
'A’isha (ra).” But, the fact is that the ahadith are not in the six Sahih 
collections. In fact it is a weak hadith and I would like to warn the 
scholars that they ought not to build religious rulings based on weak 
reports. 


ja ji J3 ja iiQJl — blip VVi 

<u1m (1 Jipj cdjjylabj j Jj>~\ 
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224/1617. "The severest of tortured on the Day 
of Judgement will be someone who killed a 
Prophet, whom a Prophet killed, who killed one 
of his parents, an artist who made human figures 
and a scholar who did not make use of his 
knowledge (to reform himself)" - Very weak. 

Note: 

The hadith is weak as a whole for a variety of reasons. However, 
the part without the mention of the parents or the scholar is true and 
reliable. 
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225/1618. "This Mount Uhud loves us and we 
love it. It will be placed at one of the gates of 
Paradise. And it is different from the Mount 'Ayr 
that we hate and which hates us. Itwill be one of 
the gates of Hell" (Weak). 

Note: 

Only the first part which says that “Mount Uhud loves us,” is 
authentic. The rest is untrustworthy. 


Jjub i jaj (.aj *At ijJii oji» Li>jJ ja — T 1 1 

JUiS' ji^A JJJ ci*5l 


226/ 1683. "He who wiped himself with a clean 
cloth after ablution did nothing wrong. But if he 
didn't, then that is better. That is because ablution 
will be a cause of Light' ( nur ) on the day of 
Judgement along with all other good deeds'" 

(Very Weak). 

Note: 

A narrator called Nashib b. 'Amr falls in the chain of 
transmitters. He was untrustworthy as declared by Bukhari and Dara 
Qutni. 
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227/1685. "Jibra'il came to me with a pot 
wherefrom I ate. As a result I have been given the 
sexual strength of 40 men" (Batil). 

Note: 

Ibn Sa'd (1/374), has recorded it but the hadith has no basis. 

O-JaPld i t<L £r\ ^ <u*j j — Y Y A 

228/1686. "Jibra'il came to me with pudding 
from Paradise, I ate thereof and have been given 
the sexual prowess of 40 men" (Fake). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy has quoted this report in his “ Al-KamiF (1/165), and 
Ibn Jawzi in his “. Al-Mawdu'at ” (3/17), both tracing it through 
Salam b. Sulayman, Nahshal, Dahhak and finally Ibn 'Abbas. Ibn 
Jawzi, however, adds that this person Salam used to relate 
unwholesome stories. I say, (Albani) that this is the same Salam 
al-Mada’ini the “Tall” about whom Hafiz said in his “ Taqrib “An 
abandoned (reporter).” His master was Nahshal, who was worse 
than him. Ibn Jawzi has in fact declared him a liar. 

There are other versions also of this report but none without 
some weakness. 

jli J.Tj till jjlp j-u-j Jp^S I' d-UU' - Y Y ^ 

J 01 lo&S\ yk ^ 
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229/1695. "Keep white roosters at home for it 
is my friend and an enemy to the enemy of Allah. 
Devils and magicians do not enter a house 
wherein is a white rooster" (Fabriced). 

Note: 

Hazimi has reported this in his “ Al-FasiF (2/41) tracing it 
through Ma'lal b. Buqail, Muhammad b. Muhsin, Ibrahim ibn Abi 
Ablah and Anas b. Malik. He adds: “This is a strange report and has 
not come to us through any other set of transmitters. More than one 
of the narrators in this chain is unknown.” 

I (Albani) say: “Muhammad b. Muhsin (is known) about whom 
Dara Qutni has said that he used to fabricate ahadith. 

Tabrani has also reported this hadith through Muhammad b 
Muhsin about whom Al-Haythami has said: “The man was a liar.” 
Munawi also agrees with this assessment. 


lr>J -tr« 

230/1707. "My khalil in this Ummah is Uwavs 
al-Qarni" ( Munkar ). 

Note: 

Ibn Sa'ad has narrated this one in his u Al-Tabaqat ” (6/1 1 3), from 
whom Ibn 'Asakir has copied (3/1 07/2) through Sallam b. Miskeen. 


I (Albani) say that all the narrators are reliable except that one of 
t iem Sallam b. Miskeen, is from the third generation. He must have 
heard it from a Follower (Tabe'i) but does not name him. Further, 
the hadith is munkar hr another reason. A hadith of Muslim and 
others goes against it in meaning. That hadith Sahih says: “I disown 
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that I should have a Khalil from among you. Allah has made me His 
own Khalil as He made Ibrahim a Khalil. Were 1 to take someone a 
Khalil I would have taken Abu Bakr as my Khalil. 

[Lit, Khalil is “a friend”. But in Islamic terminology it indicates 
a status: Au.]. 

% * 0 * o s 

j a yl Jlj kJl *Ui ja 

<wrj J jlaJ'j J jJaal'j i«ikp 


231/1710. "Five things are acts of worship: 
Dieting is worship; sitting in the mosques is 
worship; looking into the Qur'an without 
recitation is worship; looking into the face of a 
scholar is worship; and I believe (the transmitter 
was doubtful), to look into the face of the parents 
is worship" (Very weak). 

Note: 

'Afifuddin Abu’l Ma'ali has recorded it in his “ Fad'l 'Ilm” 
(1/1 15) tracing it through Sulayman ibn’l Rabi' al-Nahdi, Hammam 
b. al-Muslim, Ibn Jurayj, ' Ata' and Abu Hurayrah. But the report is 
very weak since Sulayman had been abandoned by Dara Qutni, and 
his Sheikh Hammam b. Muslim was of the same caliber. 


iiJri > y _ bti-J-t -rrr 

232/1765. "Good deeds of a Friday are doubly 
rewarded" (Fabricated). 
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Note: 

Tabrani has recorded it in his “ Al-Awsat ” (2/48) tracing it 
through Hamid b. Adam, Al-Fadl b. Musa, Muhammad b. 'Amr, 
Abu Salamah, and Abu Hurayrah, adding his remark, “the hadith 
has not been narrated from Muhammad b. al-'Amr except by 
Al-Fadl.” 

I (Albani) say this person is reliable. But the problem is in Hamid 
b. Adam who has been declared a liar by Jauzajani and Ibn 'Adiyy. 
Ahmed b. ' Ali al-Sulaymani has counted him among those who 
came to be known as fabricators. 


O j| ^ ^ ^ 

^ li! *>*Jl 'Jj fji tj it! (Jj -YTT 


233/1816. "Whoever clipped his nails on a 
Friday is saved from evils until the next Friday" 
(Spurious). 

Note: 

Tabrani has recorded this report in his “Al-Awsat” (1/50) tracing 
it through Ahmed b. Thabit, Farkhuwayh al-Razi, al-'Ala’ b. Hilal 
al-Ruqi, Yezid b. Zurai', Ayyub, Ibn Abi Mulaika, and, finally, 
' A’isha. But he adds: “No one narrates through Ayyub except Yezid 
and no one narrates through him except al-'Ala’. Further, 
Farkhuwayh is the only one who narrates it.” 

1 (Albani) say the man was a liar as asserted by Ibn Abi Hatim. 
Munawi says he is a weak reporter whose weakness many 
taditionists have failed to notice. 

The hadith has also been traced through other chains, but they are 
all weak. 
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234/1846. "Backbiting is worse than adultery. 

A man (who has sinned) seeks Allah's 
forgiveness and he is forgiven. But a backbiter 
will not be forgiven until tire person he slandered 
forgives him" (Very Weak). 


Note: 

Salafi has narrated it in his “ Al-Fuyariyyaf ' (1/173) and so has 
Abu Musa al-Madini in his “ Al-Lata'if ' (1/4) but adds that one 
transmitter - Da’ud b. Muhabbar has been alleged to be a liar. 

Nonetheless, there is another problem with the haclith. It is in the 
person of 'Abbad b. Kathir about whom Hafiz has said: 
“Abandoned.” Adds Ahmed: “He used to narrate fake reports.” 
Tabrani has a similar opinion about him. 

Ibn Abi Dunya, Tabrani, Al-Daynuri, Wahidi, have all reported 
this hadith through various narrators but all of them with serious 
weaknesses. 


y OJj J&j s-CJ' OlS" - Y TO 

235/1858. "He (the Prophet) used to shake 
hands with women with a piece of cloth 
(wrapped) around his hand" (Weak). 

Note: 

lbn 'Abdul Barr has reported it in “ At-tamhicF as well as Abu 
DaTid in his “ Maras i l But both the narrations stop at a Tabe'i 
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(follower) and do not mention the Companion from whom they took 

'*• 0t,ler com pilers have also mentioned this hadith in their works 
but with various weaknesses. 


The report rather, viz., “I do not shake hands with women,” is 
more authentic, it has come through reliable narrators. 


Js. Oipi jji ^ -m 


236/1862. "Whoever paid homage to an 
innovator (a In dm) helped in the destruction of 
Islam" (Weak). 


Note: 

Several compilers have reported this hadith through various 
narrators. However, none is without a serious shortcoming. For 
instance one chain of narration has a narrator called Khashani I bn 
Hibban says about him that he used to pass on strange reports 
Another narrator, Hasan bin Yahya had been abandoned by the 
hadith compilers. y 

Another line of narration has Ahmad b. Muawiyya b. Bukayr in 
it who has been reported as stealing the chain of narration from 
iff, Yet another report preserved by Ibn al-A'rabi has Da ud b 
al-Mukhabbar as one of the transmitters who was a liar. Hence as a 
whole the hadith is untrustworthy. 




i.Lf'ij ‘d-Mj tiiiU t ijii V , _y y»y 
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237/1865. "The Master built a house and then 
threw a party. He sent a man to invite the people. 

The Master is (Allah) the Omnipotent, the food 
(served at the party) is the Qur'an, the house is 
Paradise and the caller is me. Therefore my name 
as mentioned in the Qur'an is Muhammad, in the 
Gospels Ahmed, in the Torah Ahyed. I have been 
named Ahyed because I will be a shield for my 
ummah against the Fire. And, love the Arabs with 
all your heart" (Fabricated). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Adiyy reports it (2/16) tracing it through Ishaq b. Bishr 
al-Khurasani, Jurayj, ' Ata’, ending with Ibn 'Abbas, adding by way 
of his (Ibn 'Adiyy) comment: “His traditions are all strange and 
have not been quoted by others.” 

Dhahabi adds: “He was dumped aside. ' Ali ibn al-Madani and 
Dara Qutni have accused him of lying.” 

[Nonetheless, it is this version that Albani and others have 
declared fabricated. But there are several ahadith, in Bukhari, 
Tuhfatu al-Ahwadhi and others, of similar meaning, (i.e., about the 
party), but without the portion: “Therefore my name ... to end”: 
Au.]. 


a! XJr Vi ii 'll T T A 


238/1866. "He who has no shame may not be 
spared backbiting" (Very Weak). 

Note: 

Ibn 'Asakir records it (1/306/15) tracing it through Abu Bakr 
al-Khara'iti, Muhammad b. 'Abdul Rahman as-Sarraj al-Ruqi, 
Sulayman b. 'Abdul Rahman b. Shurahbeel, Al-Hakam b. Ya'la b. 
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Ata al-Muharabi, 'Abdullah b. Wahab, Ibn Jurayj, 'Ata’ and Ibn 
'Abbas. 

But I (Albani) say, this is a very weak report because of Ibn 
Jurayj and Hakam b. Ya'la. Abu Hatirn has said about the latter that 
his ahadith are not acceptable for he used to pass on munkar reports. 
Abu Zur'a and Bukhari (as reported in Al-Lisari) have the same 
opinion of the man. However, it is strange that Suyuti has quoted 
this hadith in his “ JamP al-Saghir ” and Munawi has also passed 
over it without a comment. 


j J ja jJb 4^3 o — Y V S 
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239/1870. "I warn you of seven tribulations 
after me: one coming from Madinah, another 
from Makkah, another from Yemen, another from 
Syria, another from the east, another from the 
west, and another from the heart of Syria.. .and 
this one will be Sufyani" (Very- weak). 

Note: 

Hakim has traced it through Nu'aym b. Hammad, Yahya b. 
Sa'id, Walid b. 'Ayyash the brother of Abu Bakr 'Ayyash, Ibrahim, 
'Alqamah who said that Ibn Mas'ud said that the Prophet (saws) 
said these words, and then Ibn Mas'ud added: “Some of you will 
face the first of these while others of this Ummah will face the last 
one.” Having heard this Walid b. 'Ayyash added: “The tribulation of 
Madinah was due to Talha and Zubayr, that of Makkah due to 
Abdullah b. Zubayr, of Syria due to the Banu Umayyah, and that of 
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the East because of these....” (It’s not clear what he meant by 
“these”: Au.). 

While reporting the above, Hakim has said that the line of 
narrators is reliable. But Dhahabi has rejected his assessment 
saying: “This is one of those curious reports that Nu' aym narrated.” 

I (Albani) say: “He has even been accused of lying.” 

[By the textual word Sujyani , the allusion is to Abu Sufyan’s 
progeny. 

J 'fj y *u oi OlklttJl ^ \J\3 LJo 1 y y \ — T i * 

J yd I 


240/1879. "Deny yourselves delicious food. 
Delicious food helps Satan run through the veins 
(in your body)'" - Fake. 

Note: 

Abul Hasan al-Qazwini has preserved it in his “ Al-AmalF 
tracing it through Az-har b. Jameel the Master of Banu Hashim, 
Bazayya' b. Abu Khalil al-Khaffaf, Hisham b. TJrwah, he through 
his father, and he through ' A’isha (ra). Ibn Zayyat has also recorded 
the hadith in his collection of “Hadith” (1/2). 

Ibn Jawzi however has placed it among the fabricated ones 
saying: “Bazayya' Abu Khalil stands accused.” Suyuti also agrees 
with him in his “ Al-La'air (2/320) and so does al-'Iraqi. 

Further, the statement happens to contradict the Qur’an. 


aJLp j *11*3 
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241/1884. "Whoever has difficulties earning 
his livelihood may repair to Egypt and select the 
Western side of it" (Weak). 

Note: 

Ibn ‘Asakir recorded this report (1/112/17), tracing it through 
Salim b. Mansur, who said, “I was told by my father, he by ibn 
Lehi ah, he by Abu Qubayl, he by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr who said that 
the Prophet (saws) said these words. 

But the chain of transmission is filled with weak narrators. First, 
Ibn Lehfah: he had lost his memory. Second, Mansur. He is the 
same as_Ibn 'Ammar the sermonizer. Dhahabi listed him in his 
“ Al-Mizari ' noting that Ibn ‘Adiyy thought he was worthless in 
Hadith. Third, Salim b. Mansur. Dhahabi placed him in his 
“Al-Du afa (the weak ones), and remarked that the Baghdadi 
scholars have passed unhappy remarks abou the man. 

Munawi howeve did not make any remark about the report 
although in “Al-Taysir" one finds the words, “(the report) has an 
untrustworthy chain.” 


<up in ^ Syr j> ^ _ Y t y 

242/1891. "He who gave his shoulder to the 
four corners of a coffin, will have Allah forgive his 
forty major sins" (Munkar). 

Note: 

The report is in “ Al-KamiF of Ibn 'Adiyy, “ Al-Awsat ” of 
Tabrani. They traced it through Muhammad b. 'Uqbah Al-Sadussi 
He said that he was told by Ali b. Abi Sarah, he by Thabit 
al-Bunam, he by Anas b. Malik. Tabrani then added, “This report is 
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not narrated through Anas except by this chain in which narration 
4 Ali stands alone.” 

I (Albani) say, this man is very weak. Bukhari said about him, 
“His narrations are of suspicious nature ” In fact, Abu Da’ud said 
that his reports were ignored. Ibn Hibban said, “His reports carry 
consists more of strange reports than the trustworthy ones. 
Therefore, they abandone him.” Dhahabi used this report as an 
example of distrust of the man. Similar reports reach us with a 
variety in narrators. But, all equally untrustworthy. 


^jA Ic j c j t ^ J T t T 

^ ja£\ i)\ JA 


243/1896. '"One of you ought to cover his 
Prayer (area) with a line (on the ground, in front), 
or with a stone, or anything that he finds despite 
the fact that nothing breaches a believer's Prayer" 
(Munkar). 

Note: 

Ibn ‘Asakir recorded this report (2/359/1) through Hamza b. 
Yusuf Ijazah. He said that it was narrated to him by Abu Ahmad 
Muhammad b. Ahmad Ghatrif, he by Is-haq b. Abu Tmran 
Isterabadi, Hayyun b. Mubarak al-Busri - in Egypt - he by 
Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah Al-Ansari, he by his grandfather, he by 
Anas. 

This chain is entirely reliable except for Hayyun. This is Ibn 
Jawzi’s assesment. The report is also in “ TarikhJurjan ” authored by 
Yahya b. Yusuf Sahmi (p. 474, number 1073). Nevertheless, this 
hadith contradicts several trustworthy ahadith . 
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244/ 1898. "Paradise has a spring called Rajab. 

(Its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey). Allah will offer the man a drink from this 
spring who fasted a single day of Rajab" (Batil). 

note: 

Abu Muhammad Khallal has recorded this report in his “Fadl 
Shahr Rajab ”, as has Daylami (1/2/28), and Asbahani in his 
Targhib , tracing it through Mansur b. Yezid Asadi, Musa b. ‘Imran 
and Anas b. Malik. The chain however consists of unknown 
narrators. I don’t know who this Musa b. Tmran is. Daylami gives 
the name as Musa b. "Abdullah b. Yezid. As for Mansur b. Yezid, 
Dhahabi wrote about him that the man is unknown and the report is 
baseless. 

One or two other experts have also expressed their doubts. 


^ \j£ j liT Z-jX* ±J£\ oi ja dJUL® -Y to 
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245/1904. "Allah (sivt) sent His command to 
one of His angels: 'Turn such and such a town 
upside down over the heads (of its inhabitants)/ 

The angel asked, 'O My Lord! One of Your slaves 
who has never sinned against You - not even for a 
moment, dwells therein!' Allah said, 'Turn it 
upside down - on him and on all of them. For, 
never did this man's face darken even once (out of 
anger) for My sake' 11 (Very weak). 
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Note: 

Ibn al-A'arabi has recorded it in his “Mw'jam” (1/199) narrating 
it through 'Ubaid b. Ishaq al-' Attar, ' Ammar b. Saif - and he was a 
reliable Sheikh - A'amash, Abu Sufyan and Jabir b. 'Abdullah. 

But this 'Ammar b. Saif has been treated as an unreliable narrator 1 

by Dhahabi in his “ Ad-Du'afa'“. Dara Qutni and others have said 
that he had been abandoned. 

As for the words “and he was a reliable Sheikh,” falling in 
between the chain of narrators, it looks like these are the words of 
'Ubaid b. Ishaq. He was himself, however, marked out as a weak 
reporter, as stated by Dhahabi. 




246/1905. "Backbiting is almost equal to black 
magic and poverty almost equal to unbelief" 
(Fake). 

note: 

This hadith has been reported by 'Afif b. Muhammad Al-Khatib 
in his “ Al-Mamoom wa al-Mansur ” (2/188) through Muhammad b. 
Yunus al-Qurashi, Thana al-Mu’alla b. Fadl al-Azadi, Sufyan b. 
Sa'id, al-A'mash Yezid al-Ruqqashi ending with Anas. 

But this chain of narration is a fabrication since Muhammad b. 
Yunus - who was al-Kudaymi - was a fabricator. In addition two 
other narrators, Thana al-Mu’alla and Fadl al-Azadi, are also 
untrustworthy. 

The second half of this hadith has come to us through other 
sources also but all of them unreliable. 

[The second part of the above report in fact is a statement of ' Ali 
ibn Abi Talib: Au.]. 
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247/1922. "A man will not be able to move 
rom his place on the day of Judgement until he 
has been questioned about four things: About his 
time as to where he spent it, about his body as to 
where he used it, about his wealth as to how he 
earned it and how he spent it, and about (his love 
of) my folks" (Inauthentic with this addition; i.e., 
about [his love of] my folks"). 

Note: 


Tabran, has recorded it in his “ Al-Kabir ” (vol.3, 1 1 2/2) tracing it 
through a -Haythatu b. Khalf al-Dauri, Ahmed b. Muhammad b 
Yezjd b. Sulaym Maula banu Hashim, Hasan b. Hasan al-Ashqar 
Hushaym b. Bashir, Abu Hashim, Mujahid and finally Ibn 'Abbas.’ 

The chain of narrators is reliable except for Husain al-Ashqar 
w o has been dec ared a “weak” reporter by the majority of Hadith 
experts. Some of them have even accused him of lying. He is known 
to be a fanatic Shiya i. 

Further another narrator in this hadith is a somewhat shoddy 
character. It is Hushaym b. Bashir. He used to mix up chains of 
narration as Hafiz has said in his “ Al-Taqrib ” which explains 
several other sources of this hadith. P 

.J' 1 " h ° we u ver ’ is autbcntic without the addition of the last 

phrase, viz., *and, about his love of my folks.” 
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[That is, the four things that will be questioned about are 1 ) time, 
2) body, 3) how wealth was earned and 4) how it was spent. This 
much is authentic: Au.] 


Uj jr (jMUjb 1 J-S t\jb& T f A 


248/1926. "Poor Muslims will enter Paradise 
40 years earlier than the Prophets" (Baseless). 


Note: 

Ahmed has recorded it in his “ MusnacT ’ (3/324) tracing it 
through 'Amr b. Jabir, Abu Zur'ah al-Hadrami, and Jabir b. 
'Abdullah al-Ansari. 

The hadith is baseless because of the presence of 'Amr b. Jabir 
about whom Dhahabi has said: “A destroyer.” 

Ahmed himself has said that he used to pass on strange reports 
through Jabir and that “I have been told that he was a liar.” 

Nasa’i is also skeptic about this person. 

However, the narration that is trustworthy is the one in which it is 
the “wealthy” that have been cited instead of the Prophets as 
entering Paradise 40 years after the poor of this Ummah. 


<u t Jl*- jU <u~<> OlsiM — T £ ^ 


249/1935. "Circumcision is a Sunnah for men 
and an honor for women" (Weak). 
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Note: 

It is a narration of Usma al-Hudhali, (the father of Abu Mulayh), 
Shaddad b. Aws, and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. 

Usama s narration comes through ‘Abbad b. al-' Awwam, Hajjaj, 
Abu Mulayh b. Usama, his father. This version is in Ahmed (5/75)! 
This chain is trustworthy except for Hajjaj. He is the son of Artat 
who dropped narrators when reporting. 

Bayhaqi has also reported this hadith (8/325), tracing it through 
Ibrahim b. Hajjaj and Hafs. Bayhaqi then said, “Hajjaj b. Artat is not 
to be relied on.” 

As regards Shaddad’s report, it is recorded in Tabrani’s 
“ Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir ” (7112) as also Ibn ‘Asakir in his “ Tarikh 
Dimashq. There are other chains in which Hajjaj reports from 
Mak-hul. But Bayhaqi said that the report is truncated. Ibn Abi 
Hatim said the same thing in his “ 7/a/.” 

Finally, the narration of Ibn ‘Abbas. It comes through Walid b. 
Walid, Ibn Thawban, Muhammad b. ‘Ajlan, Tkrimah and, finally, 
Ibn Abbas. It is in Tabrani’s “ Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir ” as well as in 
Bayhaqi s collection. But there has been great disagreement over 
this report. The tilt is towards its rejection as a hadith. There are one 
or two other chains of narration, but equally weak. 


&jt- 4_ip dlS" i«5)l J j ^ — Y 0 * 


250/1949. "One who did not accept a 
concession ( rukhsa ) granted by Allah (swt) has a 
sin upon him equal to Mount ' Arafah" ( Munkar ). 


Mote: 

Ahmed has recorded this hadith in his “ Al-Musnad ” (2/71), as 
has Humayd in his “ Al-Muntakhab ” (2/91) and Ibn 'Abdul Hakam 
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in his “ Futuh Misr ” (265, 292) tracing it through Ibn Lahi'a, Abu 
To'mah who says: “I was with Ibn 'Umar when a man came up and 
said: ”0 Abu 'Abdul Rahman (i.e., Ibn 'Umar), I’m strong and so, 
can I fast while traveling?" It is then that Ibn 'Umar quoted the 
hadith in question. 

Nonetheless, Ibn Lahi'a is untrustworthy since he used to mix up 
chains of narration. He was also a forgetful man. Bukhari has also 
refused to rely on him. 
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A remarkable thing about Islam is the authenticity 5*1 
its sources: the Qur an and the Prophetic sayings, the 
Qur'an takes care of itself. Its immitability guarantees^ 
that it will remain unaltered to the end of the world ? But 
the Prophetic sayings are less inwa^ ^ 

early scholars of Islamlhe?efo°re; quickly set about docu- 
menting the trustworthy reports. But that was no guaran- 
tee against fresh incursions of tfi^ in^hrust wor thy ones . 
Preachers; zealots, ascetics/ pamphleteers, story-tellers $ 
and ignorant Samaritans of every age give currency to^* 
old spurious narratives alnd add a few of their own inven- 
tion. In their early ^phase^thesle remain in verbal circula- 
tionf But when they begin to infiltrate into written works 
the scholars spring to action to purge them out. The 
cycle goes* on/ This present work^ selected from five dif-' 
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